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Preface

Part 4, This last portion of Volume 3 of the Final Report of the Teotihuacan Valley Project, dealing
with the Teotihuacan occupation of the valley, includes Chapters 9-13, Appendices [-N, the volume
bibliography and several pages of addenda and errata from all four publications of this volume.

Chapter 9 is a special analysis of the Teotihuacan Period ceramics from the Venta de Carpio {TC-10)
excavation. The original excavation was conducted by Anthony Senulis and written up by William T. Sanders.
The study published here is' a modified version of a masters thesis written by Bradford W. Andrews. Our
prefiminary examination of the ceramics suggested that the samiple pertained almost entirely to what we have
defined as the Early: Phase, a highly unusual situation’ on. Teotihuacan Period sites in the Valley, and hence a
special analysis could be very useful to defirie that phase. ..

Chapter 10 by Barbara }. Hodik was originally written as a Ph. D dlssertatlon for art education at The
Pennsylvama ‘State Umversrty It has been modified to include only those materials directly relevant to
archaeology and consist of a special analysis of what she calls fonnatlonal processes that is the manufacture of
handmade figurines from the TC-8 site. -

~ Chapter 1 1, written by William T Sanders, treats of the minor artlfacts - mirior in terms of abundance -
made of stone, ceramic; bone and shell. It was written principally to accompany the spatial analysis’ of artifacts
pubfished in Part 1 for TC-8. ‘A more technical analysis of the art:facts, afong with analyses in the tradition of
material science, would. be: very useful and the author would be very amenable to provrde access to the
collection for any party :nterested in"doing such analyses. - :

Chapter 12, written by: Arin Corinne Freter and William C. Clemelczym ]r is an obSIdlan hydration
study of a sample- of artifacts from the TC-8 site. As the readers will note the results were somewhat
unexpected and there: is ewdently a problem with the sample from the site.

Chapter 13; whlch describes the excavations conducted at the Mixcuyo site (TC-5), should have
appeared in Part 1, “whereé we described the excavations of Teotihuacan Period sites, but the original manuscript
and field notes were: temporanly lost and- unavailable at the: time of its publication. The field notes were
ultimately located and ‘William T. Sanders wrote the final report. The excavations were conducted by Jeffrey
R. Parsons, then a graduate student at the University of Michigan.

Four ‘of the five: Appendrces are included to enhance and illustrate the analysis and synthesis of
Teot:huacan Penod settfement and land use presented in Part 3. An additional purpose was to ilustrate the
process of analys:s and to show the changing views that we held over the years of the project. Appendix ], for
isa field report written by William T. Sanders at the end of the survey of the North Slope of Cerro

. '[_ﬁ;'Gordo ‘the richest. portron of the survey area for Teotihuacan Period sites. Appendix L, written several years
= later by: Thomas Char!ton ‘after a careful analysis of the surface samples, deals with the samne topic and was

' orlgmally written ds part of a chapter in his Ph.D. dissertation. Appendices I and K are republished items from

i “: Volumes 1 ‘and: 2 respectwely, the first on present day problems of land use in the same area, which provided
models for our interpretation and reconstruction of land use in the past, and the second, a pre-Aztec, probably
NN Tzacualh or Early Teotihuacan Phase irrigation system.

L Appendzx M written by Charles C. Kolb, is a laboratory report on the extraordinarily large sample of
unworked shell found from several rooms in the TC-8 Mound 3 excavation. The analysis of this collection,
along with' 3 number of other discoveries in our analysis of our data, have had a significant impact on our

. concept of the rural versus urban nature of the TC-8 site.

: Figures 276-288 were drawn by Charity Speers, a Pennsylvania State University undergraduate; Figures
289-294 are: prehmmary laboratory drawings made during the [aboratory phase of the project.
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D-E Rectangular Handle
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F-G Hammer
H-1 Hammer
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-] Molded Omament
K-L Conical Artifact
M Conical Artifact
N Effigy Conch
O Effigy Melon
P-Q Ear Plug
Fig. 293 Carved Stone Ornaments
A-B Effigy
C Incised Effigy on Slate
D Green Stone Pendant
E Green Stone Pendant
F Green Stone Ear Plug
G Green Storie Pendant
H" Obsidian Point
{ Obsidian Bead
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Fig. 294 Shell and Bone Artifacts
A Pendant .
B Perforated Disc’
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F Awl 0
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: 3 Figures 297-300 Follow Page 884
Fig. 297 =~ TC-5 Site Plan and Inset Sketch of Cerro MIXCUYO Showing Distribution of Site Components

Fig. 298
i - Plan View of Unlts A G
Pian V;_ew_ of Units J-H -

* Plan View of Units N, Level 2
 Plan View: of Units N-Q

~ Plan View of Units K.
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Fig. 299 =
A Plan View of Unit F, Level 2
B Plan View of Unit K, Level 2, Clay Floor ) G
C. Plan View of Unit Y, 40 cm BG .
Fig. 300
A Profile Drawing of Unit K, West Face
B Profife Drawing of Unit K, North Face
C Profile Drawing of Unit K, East Face
- D Profile Drawing of Unit K, South Face
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< Cerro Gordo: North Slope, Possible Tzacualli Irrigation System (from Sanders Et Al 1975,
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. " Figures 308-314 Follllow Page 919
.+ Cerro-Gordo: North Slope Miccaotli Phase (Charlton 1966, Fig. 5)

Fig. 308

""“Fig. 309 .. - : Cerro.Gordo: . North Slope Early Tlamimilolpa Phase (Charlton 1966, Fig. 8)
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Plates 166-184 Follow Figure 294

<A Tezontle Plastered/Stucco Applicators: Plan View
e B _'_.-Same Arufacts Profile Views of Long Sides
i Plate 167
T Same Amfacts as in Piate 166, Profile Views of Short Sides
R '!'ezontle Plaster/Stucco Appilcators Plan View
Pae 168
R A Same-Artlfacts-asPlate 167B, Profile View of Long Sides
Soosi i BT Same Awrtifacts as Plate 167B, Profile View of Short Sides
“ A “Tezontle Plaster/Stucco Applicators: Plan View
S B Same Art:fact Prof' le Vlew of Long Sldes
Plate 170 .
. UA . Same Artlfacts as Plate 169 Ma]orlty are Prof‘ le Views of Short Sides
B. - Upper Row, Center Row, Center and Right are Tezontle Plaster/Stucco Applicators: Center

- Row Left, Bottom Row Left are Basalt Plaster Appl;cators, Lower Right Tezontle Plaster/Stucco e
_ ' 'AppElcator w:th Plerced Handle e = . 2

A Same Artifacts as Plate I7OB Prof' le V}ew of Long Sldes B e A e

B Same Artifacts as:Plate 1708, Profile ‘View of Short Sides BTSN A




Plate 172
A

B

Plate 173
' A

B

CPae 174

Plate 180
A
B

Plate 181
A

Plate 182
A
B
Plate 183
AD
B,E
C,F

s U AT Stone Spheroids of Varfous Sizes and Materdals, the Latter Primarily Basalt and Tezontle

..:'Cera
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Mano Fragments
Mano and Metate Fragments

Miscellaneous Basait Artifacts, Row 1 Left and Center Grooved Hammers, Rows 2 and 3 are

all Small Tringuloid, Disc or Square Basalt Artifacts of Unknown Use. Row 4 are afl well

Polished Artifacts of Non Volcanic Material, the Central Artifact of which is a Fragment of an
Adze

Rows 1-2 Basalt Pestles Some are Reused Manos Ends, Rows 3-4 Small Rectangular Artifacts
of Basalt of Unknown Use

ﬁiSéelianeous Tezontle Artifacts of Unknown Use. Row 1 Left and Center Grooved
Hammers; Row 3 Two Central Artifacts are Spindle Shaped; Row 3 Irregular Shape Artifact;
the Rest are Rectangular, Square or Cylindrical Shaped Artifacts

::Cores and Flakes of Jasper/Quartz

Tezontle "Curtain Holders"

" Row 1, and Row 2 Left and Center Artifacts are Basalt Scrapers, Row 2 Right and Row 3 Lef:

are Poilshed Adzes or Celts, Row 3 Right Small Tezontle Box
Lipper Row Ceramic Prongs from Three Pronged Braziers; Lower Row Adornos from Unknown

i - Vessel Types

- 1" Ceramic Fragments from Roof Ornaments, in the Form of Marching Felines
. Ceramic Pipe Fragments: View of the Longest Dimension. Exceptions are Pipe Bowls in Row
PR e -'23 Amfact to’ the Right and Row 4 two Artifacts to Left.
 Pae178 =
' Plate 179
A

: 'pes all but Row 2 Center are Views of Pipe Bowls from above

'M:sceilaneous Stems or Handles of Ceramic Censers (Rows 1-3) or Pipes (Rows 4,5)

. Rows 1 3 Ceramlc Stamps

Row 4 Solid Ceramic Ear Spools

“Row 5 Solid Ceramic Ear Spools or Hollow "Napkin Ring” Type Ear Spools (Three to Left)

Row 6 Incised Slate Ornaments. Left and Center; Rim of a Tecali Bowl to Right
Rows 1-3 Unperforated Ceramic Discs
Row 4 Pierced Ceramic Discs

Row 5 the Thlféé to the Left are Pierced Ceramic Discs, Two to Right are Wheels from "Toys" |

Ceramic Ca_ndelefos with Large Impressed Punctate Design
Rows 1-3 same as A, Row 4 Molded Incised Design to the Left, Undecorated to Right

Ceramic Candeleros with a Variety of Decoration, Grooved, Small Punctate + Incision, = -

Punctate, Incision, Modelling

Rows 1-4 Worked Shell Fragments or Portions of Broken Artifacts, Row 5 Unworked Shell
Unworked Shell, Primarily Spondylous

Huehueteot] Censers from Three Excavations

From Mound 3 TC-8. Made of Tepetate

From Oxtotipac Feature..: Made of Basalt

From Tlaltenco, TC-46 Excavatlon Made of Basalt




Plate 184
A

Plate 185

>

Mmoo

Plate 18

>

O™

*Editor’s Note:

x00cviti

Obsidian Types used on Distribution Maps in Part 1, Left Column Bifacial Scrapers, Center
Column and Bottom Artifact in Right Column Bifacial Points and Knives*, Right Column
Rectangular Blades and a Cyiindrical Core

Upper Row Left, Pestle, Upper Row Right Adze, Lower Row Left Basalt Plasterer, Lower Row
Center and Right Tezontle Stucco Applicators

Left Column Hard Stone Beads, Center Column Upper Three Artifacts, and Right Column
Lower two Artifacts are made from Shell, and are probably Clothing Ormaments, Right Column
Upper Three Artifacts are Bone Awls and a Needle

Same Artifacts as B, Profile View

Chapter 13
Plates 185-189 Follow Figure 300

Cerro Mixcuyo - Facing East

Linear Feature 1

Continuous Linear Terraces above U-Shaped Terraces

Tiatel Area at the Base of Cerro Mixcuyo

The Large U-Shape Platform - Site of Operation 3

Small U-Shaped Platforms on the Lower flank of Cerro Mixcuyo

Unit A, Early Phase of Excavation, Trowel Points to the North and is Located on a Hard
Packed Earth Surface

Unit. B, after Excavation, Note Rough Surface of Tepetate

Completed Excavation of Units A-B-C, Looking West, Platform A in the Background, C in
Foreground

‘Rock Rubble at the Base of Platform, Square E, Trowel Points North

Rock Rubble in Square F - Trowel Points N
Square I, Prior to Excavation in Upper Non-sherd Bearing Part of the Site - Operation 2

Surface of the Tiatel Area - Note Heavy Ceramic and Rock Concentrations

Beginning Excavation of Unit L in Tlatel Area

Profile of Soll within U-Shaped Platform, Unit C, Operation 1

Pit K (Operation 3) to the Base of Level 1 - Exposing the Hard Earth Floor - Trowel Points
N.

Units N-O Completed, Operation 5, View to East

Surface of Unit Y - Note Heavy Sherd Concentrations - Trowel Points N
Unit Z before Excavation - at Edge of Linear Feature 1

Unit Z Showing Concentration of Rock Rubble - Trowel Points N

The complete bifacial knife in center of photograph is from Oxtotipac and probably
pertains to that phase
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Plate 189
A Wall at Base of Unit Y - Trowel Points N
B Unit Y Main E-W Wall, Just West of Comer C - Trowel Points N and is Placed on a Large
Block of Hard Packed Earth - Possibly the Remnants of Melted Adobes
C Unic Y - Corner D - Trowel Rests on Tepetate and Points N
D Unit Y - Remains of Stucco Floors near Comer D - Trowel Points N

Appendix K (Republished Plates 148-151 from Volume 2)

Plates 190-194 Follow Figure 307
Plate 190 General View to West from Flank of Cerro Ahuatepec .across the Barranca toward Cerro
: Tezqueme. Eroded Area in Center of Photo is the remains of the Barranca/Ancient West
Canal. Site TF-3 is on Lower Right Flank of Cerro Tezqueme. Canal intake from the Barranca
L ' is Immediately Beyond the Maguey Plant
‘Plate 191 (A} View to North Showing West Canal [to Left] and Barranca [to Right] at the Canal Intake
o [Note Arrows},

770 - (B).View to North of West Canal
Plate 192 - - (A) View to North of West Canal and Barranca Immediately below the Canal lntake, (B) Vlew _
..o of Barranca near West Canal Intake, View to North RN
Plate 193 (B} View to North of West Canal, Several Hundred Meters below the Intake; the Milpa :s in .
.. " aModem Chieck'Dam [Presa]; (B) View to South of West Canal from below the Presa =~ ° S
Plate 194 - '_(A) Am:lent Canal System, East Canal, North Branch, Lower End a Few Hundred: Meters. - «
s o abovedts Terrnmas at the Barranca de Tecorral; {B) Ancient Canal System, East Canal South '
Branch N

Appendlx N (Feature from Onxtotipac Cave Excavation - Republished from Volume 4)

g _---':'_:Piane 195

- A, B 'Partially Excavated Feature
C. Assembled Artifacts from the Feature

D,E  Basalt Incensario with Modelled Huehueteot] Image
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CHAPTER ¢

THE EARLY TEOTIHUACAN CERAMICS

FROM VENTA DE CARPIO

Bradford W. Andrews
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A. INTRODUCTION

Chronology is at the root of the matter, being the nerve electrifying the dead body of history (Laufer ated in _'

Willey &t Sabloff 1974).

The development of techniques for dating archaeological material contributed to the emergence of

modem archaeology from pre-nineteenth century antiquarianism (Trigger 1989, Willey & Sabloff 1974).
Beginning around the turn of this century, the cufture-historical approach became the dominant paradigm in
archaeology, associated with the development of such methods as stratigraphic excavation, seriation, and
classification (l(roeber A.L. 1916, Pitt-Rivers 1906). These methods. are still used today to establish
chronological sequences, the "accurate temporal information essential for understanding the evolution of
prehistonc cultural systems.

. The ceramic assemblage from Features 1 and 4, both undisturbed midden deposits, excavated at the

o snte of Venta de Carp:o during the Teotihuacan Valley Project is described in this paper {Sanders 1965).

I s Accordmg to the preflmmary analysis by Sanders (1995) and Sanders et al. (1975), Teotihuacan period sherds
from  the ' site were styhstlcally similar to sherds in Millon’s (1973) Miccaotli (A.D. 150 - 300) and
'Tlamlmllolpa phases (A D.- 300500} In particular, the sherds best matched those from the early part of the

N Tlamlmllo[pa phase lf I:his preiimmary conclusion is accurate, the materials from Venta de Carpio are valuabIe
SRRE resources for refining our knowledge of the Early Teotihuacan phase ceramics.
R Thls study re-evaluates the site’s temporal affiliation by documenting the diagnostic charactenstlcs ofﬁ

:_-_assemblages from. both Teotihuacan features. In so doing, the results refine our understanding of the
;’Z_Teotlhuacan ceramlc chronoiogy and prowde the first detailed description of a ceramic assemblage from a rural
“"hinterfand" context.- A

. - The analyﬂs focused on evafuatmg the depositional integrity of Features 1 and 4 from Venta de Carpio.
. Feature 1 was. identified as a ‘midden/burial, while Feature 4 was classified as a midden. There are two
“alternative: possxbllitles for the deposmonal history of these features. First, both features were deposited over

cal relatlvely short span’ of time. : Second both features were deposited by different occupations over a long

" period of time, beginning as early as the Tzacualii phase (100 B.C. - A.D. 150) and lasting until the end of the

- _"‘_Tlam.m:io!pa phase (A.D. 400 - 500).

“The only materials available for evaluating the depositional integrity of Features f and 4 were lithic and

- ceramlc artsfacts from these deposns According to the law of association, items deposited together may be

contemiporary in- age. if so, ceramic items should reflect homogeneity in style, decoration, and vessel form.
Conversely, ceramics deposited over a long period should reflect considerably more variation in these same
characteristics. " The first alternative outlined above would offer broad diachronic comparative data on ceramic
material - affiliated ‘'with the Early Teotihuacan period. The second alternative would offer synchronic
comparative data on ‘ceramic material from the Early Teotihuacan period (A.D. 150 - 500).

Refinerment of the chronological sequence for the Teotithuacan period is important for two reasons

(Rattray 1973). First, good chronological control will enable archaeologists to understand how Teotihuacan’s -
pre-eminent political and economic position in the Teotihuacan period developed. Second, a sound chronology

will aid in understanding events that took place elsewhere in Mesoamerica. The expression of strong {inks
between Teotthuacan and the greater Mesoamerican region has always been evident in the archaeologlcal record
of the Teotihuacan period.

Previous attempts at constructing a chronological ceramic sequence for the Basin of Mexico, mcludmg =
the Teotthuacan Valley, were initiated during the middle of this century (Vaillant 1930, 1931, 19353, 1935b,

Noguera 1935, 1943, Ammillas 1944, Tolstoy 1958). Though the basic content of these earlier works has
remained valid, new data collected during the 1960s augmented our knowledge of ceramics for the valley. The
two principal projects undertaken at that time were the Teotihuacan Mapping Project (Millon 1973) and the
Teotihuacan Valley Project (Sanders 1965, 1970, 1975).
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The Teotihuacan Mapping Project consisted of intensive mapping and limited test excavations in the
urban center of Teotihuacan. The artifact assemblages collected during the mapping project have added
significantly to our knowledge of Teotihuacan period ceramics {Bennyhoff 1964, 1967, Kolb 1967, Muller
1967, 1978, Noguera 1965, Rattray 1973, nd, Sejourne 1966, Smith 1987). However, chronological
ordeting of ceramics from the city of Teotihuacan remains unreliable because few excavated deposits have good
temporal context.

Efforts to refine the chronology using deposuts with relatively good temporal context have met with
several problems. For example, Smith (1987:3) attempted to date the developmental construction of the
Pyramid of the Sun by examining associated ceramic material. He compared the ceramic chronologies derived
by Blucher (1971) and Bennyhoff (1964, 1967) to assemblages found in fill deposits excavated from the
Pyramid of the Sun. Smith compared existing chronological information to ceramic material deposited during
short phases of construction. However, because the majority of the pyramid was built during the Tzacualli (100
B.C. - A.D. 150) and Miccaotli {A.D. 150 - 300) phases, the study was able to refine only the eariiest portion
of the Teotihuacan sequence. In addition, the assemblages inevitably contained some sherds from midden
contexts deposited prior to their use as pyramid fill. If the study sought to define ceramic components by
examining fill contexts affiliated with those components, then any earlier material had to be separated prior to
compiling the diagnostic- inventories specific to the phases. Failure to identify these earlier sherds may have
compromised the reliability of temporal control over the material. Finally, because the sherds were used as
construction fill, many were ‘deteriorated and difficult to identify.

The Teotihuacan Valley Project (Sanders 1965) was an intensive survey. of the Teouhuacan Valley
designed to identify. the spatial and temporal extént of its prehistoric occupation.- The participants collected
extensive-ceramic__data from: prehistoric sites throughout the valiey. Most of these data derived from surface
collections of sites recorded during the survey. In addition, a series of sites were excavated and ceramic samples
were collected with the objective of establishing control over temporal phasing.

- Small sites. were se!ected for study by the Teotihuacan Valley Project because they are less likely to
contain more than one component and are thus more useful for developing a ceramic chronology. Large sites,
in contrast, tend'to: have fong occupational histories {(Marcus 1976). Activities related to reoccupation or
reconstruction, or ‘bothi; of large sites mix deposits from different time periods. Earlier midden features may
be moved during the remodelmg of structures or activity areas. Subsequent refuse discarded on top of relocated
midden deposrts can result in confusing stratigraphy. Because soils are often softer and less compact, midden
strata’ are frequently d:sturbed by barials and other intrusive activities, Moreover, structures at large sites often
have’ construction fill consisting of artifactual debris from earlier periods. Consequently, assemblages from larger

~-ancient Texcoco lakebed. Although three temporally discontinuous components (Middie Formative, Early

Teot[huacan, and Late Aztec) were identified at the site, this study contains details only on two Early

Teotthuacan features and their associated ceramic material. The artifacts from those particular features help
" refine our knowledge of Early Teotihuacan period vessel forms and styles. The results provide a basis for
distinguishing Early Teotithuacan rural occupations in the Teotihuacan Valley using ceramic artifacts.
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B. VENTA DE CARPIO

1. Site Description

_ Survey teams working on the Teotihuacan Valley Projectin 1963 recorded a number of sites distributed
along the dried-up margin of Lake Texcoco. One of them was Venta de Carpio (TC-10), located between the
rancherias of Venta de Carpio and Atlautenco on the old Mexico City-Teotthuacan highway (Fig. 248) (Kolb
1979, Marino 1965, 1975, Sanders 1994, Sanders et al. 1975). The site is situated on nearly flat terrain
composed of. sahmzed soils covered with spiky grass. The soil salinity has resuited from occasional flooding by
Lake Texcoco during years of above-average precipitation. Venta de Carpio was excavated in 1963 under the

- supervision of John Senulis. Excavation data complete with maps are published in Sanders (1994, 1995) and
;-'Sanders etal; (1975) The Feature 1 map is reproduced as Fig. 251 in this report.

The: primary excavation objective at Venta de Carpio was to obtain chronological mformatlon on
"ceramlcs that- .could be used to date samples collected by the surface survey. Located on the edge of Lake
Texcoco {Frg :247), archaeologists also believed the site would supply information on prehistoric water level
- ﬂuctuatlons and changes in the shoreline important for reconstructing the Basin of Mexico’s climatic history. "

: '-_These surface mound features covered with Aztec ceramics are the remains of Aztec habitation structures:

g.to:_the Mlccaotll and Tlamimiloipa phases (Sanders et a! 1975).

2. The Excavations

: Publxshed F eld maps show the relative placement of features uncovered during excavations at Venta
de’ Carpio (Sanders 1994 Sanders et al. 1975). However, a detailed stratigraphic profile was executed only
for a°2 X2 mi unit in: Trench 1'{1N to 15, 9E to 11E). Therefore, the actual vertical provenience of the
features desciibed below remains uncertain because locations have been inferred from schematic drawings.

* Two treriches (Flgs '248-250), designated as Trench 1 and Trench 2, were excavated in mound group
1at Venta de Carplo “Trench 1 was 12 meters long and two meters wide; oriented along an east-west baseline
(Fig. 249-250). Trench: 2 was located on the edge of Mound TA-9E about 5 m north of Trench 1 (Sanders
et al. 1975:23)." Trench 2 consisted of a north-south trending trench five meters long and one meter wide.
Excavation of T x 1 m grid squares in Trenches 1 and 2 was conducted using artificial, natural, and arbitrary
levels. o
In grid squares 4-5E, 0-1N, and 4-5E, 0-1S the Feature 1 midden was found between 60 and 70 ¢cm
below the surface with some artifacts as deep as 80 cm (Fig. 250). A human burial, found in grid square 5-6E,
0-1S of Trench 1 (Feature 1, Fig. 250), was between 60 and 70 ¢m below ground surface (Flg 251
reproduced from original field map) :

It is not clear whether the burial is intrusive into the adjacent Feature 1 midden (Sanders et al 1975 ) :

. : = Ventade Carpio consists of several localized concentrations of ceramic and obsidian artifacts that were' i =
L partlcularly dense ‘around a number of low mounds (Sanders et al. 1975:22). The mounds were arranged mﬁ i
Ctwo' clusters, desrgnated Mound Groups 1 and 2 (Fig. 248) separated by about 150 m, of four mounds ea' L

SR i Several modern drainage ditches cutting across the site area disturbed Formative and: Teotlhuacan" i
i ceram:c assemblages “The  Formative ceramic assemblage seems to be temporally affiliated’ with: Vaillant’s -
(11941) Lower-M:ddle Zacatenco phase (1050 - 650 B.C.). The Teotihuacan assemblage was tentatlvely.-'. ST

Th