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Guest Editor: John C. McWilliams
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Special Issue: Crime in Pennsylvania
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Publication of Pennsylvania History is made possible by deeply appreciated
grants from the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, the
McNeil Center for Early American Studies, and the Pennsylvania State
University: Department of History and Max Kade Institute for German-
American Research.

Thanks to Prof. Richard L. Garner of the Penn State History Department
we may now be reached by e-mail: wapl@psu.edu.

We also thank Prof Emeritus Gerald G. Eggert
for keeping our membership lists in order.

Officers of the Pennsylvania Historical Association
President, Leslie Patrick, Bucknell University

lpatrick@bucknell.edu

Vice-President, Randall Miller, St. Joseph's University
miller@sju.edu

Immediate Past President, Susan Klepp, Rider University
sklepp@aol.com

Business Secretary, John B. Frantz, The Pennsylvania State University
jbf2@psu.edu

Treasurer, Robert Blackson, Kutztown University
blackson@kutztown.edu

Secretary, Charles Cashdollar, Indiana University of Pennsylvania
cashdolr@grove.iup.edu

Editor, William Pencak, The Pennsylvania State University
wapl@psu.edu

We congratulate Susan Klepp who will be Professor of History at
Temple University beginning fall 2000.

The Pennsylvania Historical Association meets in Wilkes-Barre on October
20-21, 2000. Non-members who wish to attend please contact the editor (above)
for information.
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Pennsylvania History

Manuscripts and Reviews
The editor invites the submission of articles dealing with the social, intellec-

tual, economic, political and cultural history of Pennsylvania and the Middle
Atlantic region. Articles may reflect investigation of new areas of research or
may reflect on past scholarship. Material that is primarily of an antiquarian or
genealogical nature will not be considered.

Pennsylvania History publishes documents previously unpublished and of
interest to students of the Middle Atlantic region. The journal also reviews
books dealing primarily with Pennsylvania history or which shed significant
light on aspects of the state's past.

Manuscripts must be submitted in three copies and should conform with
the Chicago Manual of Style. Notes should be double-spaced and placed at
the end of the manuscript. We encourage submission of manuscripts on discs.
Please do not mail your discs until we have accepted your article and indicated
corrections to be made.

Articles and documents should be sent to the editor: Dr. William Pencak,
Department of History, Penn State, University Park, PA., 16802.

News of meetings, projects, exhibits, manuscript collections and related mat-
ters should be sent to William Pencak at the address listed above.

Send books for review and names of individuals who wish to review for the
journal to Paul Douglas Newman, Department of History, University of Pitts-
burgh at Johnstown, PA., 15409.

Important Notices
If you receive a copy of Pennsylvania History that has been damaged in any

way or if pages are missing, please notify Plank's Suburban Press at 2321 Mar-
ket Street, Camp Hill, PA 17011 or call collect (717) 737-8659. Another
copy of the magazine will be sent out to you in the next mail.

Please notify our business office, Prof. John Frantz-Penn State University,
108 Weaver Building, University Park, PA 16802-5500, when you change
your address to ensure you continue to receive the journal.

Pennsylvania History (ISSN-0031-4528) is publishedWinter, Spring, Summer, and Autumn with one supple-
mental issue to appear annually. $25.00 yearly subscription for individuals, $15.00 for students, and
$30.00 for institutions. It is published by The Pennsylvania Historical Association, Prof. John Frantz,-Penn
State Univ., 108 Weaver Building, University Park, PA, 16802-5500. Periodical Rate Postage Paid at State
College and additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pennsylvania History
Prof. John Frantz, Penn State Univ., 108 Weaver Building, University Park, PA., 16802-5500. The Journal
is printed by Plank's Suburban Press, Camp Hill, Pennsylvania.
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SPECIAL ISSUE: CRIME IN PENNSYLVANIA

Guest Editor: John C. McWilliams,
The Pennsylvania State University/Dubois Campus

345 Introduction: Crime and Scandal as Historical Sources
Mark H. Haller

Articles

348 " 'He Swore His Life was in Danger from Me':
The Attempted Kidnapping of Governor Simon Snyder"

Susan L. Branson

360 Ann Hinson: A Little-Known Woman in the Country's Premier
Prison, Eastern State Penitentiary, 1831

Leslie Patrick

375 Searching for Charley Ross
Thomas Everly

396 Arsenic and No Lace:
The Bizarre Tale of a Philadelphia Murder Ring

Robert James Young, Jr.

414 Subjected to Medical Experimentation:
Pennsylvania's Contribution to "Science" in Prisons

Allen Hornblum



Pennsylvania History

427 The British, the Indians, and Smallpox:
What Actually Happened at Fort Pitt in 1763

Philip Ranlet

Editor's Note: Although not one of the essays edited by Professor McWilliams for
this special issue, Professor Ranlet's study of the use of germ warfare
in eighteenth-century America, a crime against humanity, appears
here.

Book Reviews

442 Dublin, When the Mines Closed (rev. McDonough)
443 Mayo, The American Country Club (rev. Schuyler)
444 Zenzen, Battlingfor Manassas (rev. Weible)
446 Katz and Sugrue, eds. WE.B. DuBois, Race, and the City

(rev. Lapsansky)
448 Heinemann, A Catholic New Deal (Pittsburgh; rev. O'Toole)
449 Levin, ed., The Jews of Wilkes-Barre (rev. Weissbach)
451 Wokeck, Trade in Stangers: The Beginnings ofMass Migration

to North America (rev. Klepp)
453 Carter, ed., Surveying the Record. North American Scientific

Exploration to 1930 (rev. Christianson)

456 Index to volume 66 (1999)
Sheryl Hollis Snyder

Corrections to George C. Williston's article, "Desperation on the Western
Pennsylvaia Frontier: A 1781 Petition to Congress for More Effective Defense,"

which appeared in volume 67, number 2, spring 2000.

1. The first sentence should read ten thousand rather than one thousand people
living west of the mountains.

2. p. 299, line 5 - replace 'sighed" with "signed"
3. p. 311, line 3-William Crawford did not massacre Indians, although his death

by torture may have resulted because his second-in-command, Colonel Williamson,
was involved in the Gnadenhutten Massacre.

The editor assumes responsibility for these mistakes,
none of which is the fault of Mr. Williston.
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