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Dapper Dan Flood
The Controversial Life of a Congressional 
Power Broker
William C. Kashatus

“Bill Kashatus has written the first compre-

hensive biography of Dan Flood, northeastern 

Pennsylvania’s colorful and legendary congress-

man. This fascinating book sheds light on a 

vanished era in Congress—when the nation’s 

business was done under the cover of darkness 

by those with seniority who knew the system and 

used it to their own ends.”  

—Joseph Rish, King’s College

“Bill Kashatus’s account has all but made Dan 

Flood return to life. He chronicles the strengths 

and weaknesses of one of our nation’s most 

colorful—and powerful—congressmen. It is a 

fascinating story that should be read by those 

who wish to enrich their knowledge of our politi-

cal system. As one who interacted frequently with 

Dan Flood, I can recommend Kashatus’s biogra-

phy. His judgments on Flood are not always favor-

able, but they are always balanced and fair.”  

—Frank C. Carlucci,  

former U.S. Secretary of Defense

Based on recently declassified FBI documents, 

court records, public papers, and contemporary 

newspaper accounts, as well as more than thirty 

interviews of Flood’s widow, congressional col-

leagues, and Capitol Hill staff, Dapper Dan Flood 

explodes the myths surrounding this controver-

sial Pennsylvania congressman.
368 pages | 41 illustrations/2 maps | $29.95 cloth 

A Keystone Book®

“Dan Flood ranks among Pennsylvania’s 

leading twentieth-century public 

servants. A remarkable legislator and 

orator who had the unusual qualities 

of empathy and compassion for the 

struggling, Flood was deeply committed 

to the Eleventh Congressional District 

as well as to national Great Society 

policies, such as Medicare and 

Appalachian economic development. 

William Kashatus has done justice to 

Flood and his legacy. This biography 

is a must-read for those interested in 

politics, public policy, and history.” 

—Kenneth C. Wolensky, pHMC
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Lessons from America
Liberal French Nobles in Exile, 1793–1798
By Doina Pasca Harsanyi

“Lessons from America contributes a fresh 

dimension to the classic story of how the French 

Revolution became the touchstone of political 

life in the early American republic. To this well-

known theme, it brings the European individuals 

who actually played a key role in the debate 

through their keen intellects, high social status, 

and personal connections with leading American 

political figures. Although based on meticulous 

research, this is no narrow monograph seeking 

to ram home a very fine point. Rather, it is a richly 

textured account that reads as fluently as a novel 

without sacrificing intellectual rigor and historio-

graphical engagement.”  

 —Rafe Blaufarb, Florida State University

Every war has refugees; every revolution has 

exiles. Most of the refugees of the French 

Revolution mourned the demise of the monarchy. 

Lessons from America examines an unusual 

group who did not. Doina Pasca Harsanyi 

looks at the American experience of a group of 

French liberal aristocrats, early participants 

in the French Revolution, who took shelter in 

Philadelphia during the Reign of Terror. The 

book traces their path from enlightened salons 

to revolutionary activism to subsequent exile in 

America and, finally, back to government posts 

in France—illuminating the ways in which the 

French experiment in democracy was informed 

by the American experience.
216 pages | $80.00 cloth

“This is a first-rate study of the 

transmission and transformation 

of ideas and experiences across 

the Atlantic. Working from the 

experience of a group of refugee 

French liberal nobles in America, 

Harsanyi addresses the development 

of French political culture during and 

after the Revolution with insight and 

intelligence. Lessons from America 

sheds new light on the formation of 

French liberalism. It will be important 

reading for scholars in many fields.” 

—Alan Kahan,  
Florida International University
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  submission information 

 The editor invites the submission of articles dealing with the history of Pennsylvania 

and the Middle Atlantic region, regardless of their specialty. Prospective authors are 

urged to review past issues of  Pennsylvania History: A Journal of Mid-Atlantic Studies , 
where they will note articles in social, intellectual, economic, environmental, political, 

and cultural history, from the distant and recent past. Articles may investigate new 

areas of research or they may reflect on past scholarship. Material that is primarily of 

an antiquarian or genealogical nature will not be considered. 

  Pennsylvania History  publishes documents previously unpublished and of interest 

to scholars of the Middle Atlantic region. The Journal also reviews books, exhibits, 

and other media dealing primarily with Pennsylvania history or that shed significant 

light on the state’s past. 

 Please conform to the  Chicago Manual of Style  in preparing your manuscript 

and submit an electronic copy in Microsoft Word format to the editor via email at 

pnewman@pitt.edu. News of meetings, projects, exhibits, manuscript collections, 

and related matters for the Announcements Page should be sent to the editor at 

the e-mail address above. To reach the editor by mail, send communication to: 

Department of History, University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown, 450 Schoolhouse 

Road, Johnstown, PA 15904. 

 Send books for review and names of individuals who wish to review for the Journal 

to Dan Barr, Department of History, Robert Morris University, 6001 University 

Boulevard, Moon Township, PA 15108, or by e-mail: barrd@rmu.edu. The editors 

wish to remind reviewers of their responsibility to disclose any conflict of interest 

before accepting an assignment to review a book, website, museum, or exhibit. 

 Send suggestions for exhibit reviews and names of individuals who wish to 

review museum exhibits for the journal to Jeffrey A. Davis, Department of History, 

Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania, 128 Old Science Hall, Bloomsburg, PA 

17815, or by e-mail: jdavis@bloomu.edu. Also contact Jeff for matters relating to 

the journal’s annual “special issue” that appears in summer. 

   important notices 

 Pennsylvania History (ISSN-0031-4528) published quarterly by the Pennsylvania 

Historical Association and the Pennsylvania State University Press. 

 Annual subscription rates: $30 for students, $40 for individuals ($55 if outside 

U.S.), and $50 for institutions ($65 if outside U.S.). Payments should be directed 

to Business Secretary Karen Guenther, 216 Pinecrest Hall, Mansfield University, 

Mansfield, PA 16933. Address changes should also be directed to Karen Guenther. 

 Periodicals postage paid at Mansfield, and additional mailing offices. POST-

MASTER: send address changes to  Pennsylvania History,  Business Secretary Karen 

Guenther, 216 Pinecrest Hall, Mansfield University, Mansfield, PA 16933. 

 Claims for missing or damaged issues should be directed to Karen Guenther. 
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ublication of Pennsylvania History: A Journal of Mid-Atlantic Studies is made possible 

by deeply appreciated support from the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 

Commission, the University of Pittsburgh of Johnstown, Bloomsburg University, 

and Robert Morris University.

We thank Karen Guenther for keeping our membership lists in order.
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the pennsylvania historical association

The Pennsylvania Historical Association endeavors to stimulate scholarly activity 

and arouse popular interest in the Commonwealth’s history. It sponsors Pennsylvania 
History: A Journal of Mid-Atlantic Studies, a publication series, and annual meetings 

held successively throughout the state.

www.pa-history.org

On the cover: John Lewis Krimmel, Independence Day Celebration in Centre Square, 
1819 (detail).
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  his year’s special issue focuses on “Slavery, Freedom, and Equality 

in Pennsylvania and the Mid-Atlantic Region.” The contribu-

tions to this issue demonstrate the diverse and unifying themes of 

equality and freedom. These themes are featured in an examina-

tion of the slave trade in New Jersey and through an interpreta-

tion of early nineteenth century art. Lastly, the struggles of the 

1960s are examined through the 1964 riots in Philadelphia. 

 In the first article, James Gigantino investigates the interstate 

slave trade in New Jersey. He focuses on Jacob Van Wickle who 

sought to take advantage of the new Gradual Abolition Law in 

New Jersey by selling dozens of New Jersey born slaves to the 

south before they reached the age of twenty five and, therefore, 

potential freedom. Gigantino maintains that Van Wickel “as the 

ringleader of the largest slave trading organization in the Garden 

State, he helped undermine the promise of abolition which had 

begun in New Jersey in 1804.” 

 Erika Schneider explores the meaning of nineteenth cen-

tury artist James Goodwyn Clonney’s work  Military Training . 

Schneider maintains that Clonney, in his efforts to become 

FROM THE EDITOR       

 Jeffrey A.  Davis            
  Associate Editor, Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania             

 T

pennsylvania history: a journal of mid-atlantic studies, vol. 77, no. 3, 2010.

Copyright © 2010 The Pennsylvania Historical Association 
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known as a major artist of his time, tried to choose a topic that was typically 

American. In so doing, while working on the early sketches of his work, 

“Clonney changed key figures from Caucasian to African American—both to 

make the work more typically American and to exploit the popular humor 

of stereotypes.” Ironically his work was criticized at the time more for its 

depiction of drunken behavior than the unflattering depiction of African 

Americans. 

 Courtney Ann Lyons examines the 1964 Philadelphia race riot. More 

specifically she explores the divisions between Black Muslims and Black 

Christians within Philadelphia’s black community during the civil rights 

movement. These divisions became apparent in the 1964 riot and revealed 

“the complicated negotiations of religion and theology manifested in the 

riot, namely, ‘riot liturgy’ and ministerial response to the riot.” Lyon’s argues 

“that religion assumed a fundamental role in the expression of and response 

to the riot.”  

viii

pennsylvania history
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