
                                             LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

 e are responding to Karen Guenther’s website review that appeared 

in the Winter 2010 issue (volume 77, number 1, pp. 73-76). 

As the authors of the “Baseball in Pennsylvania” and “Pennsylvania 

Sports” stories on the ExplorePAhistory.com website, we were 

dismayed by both the tone of Karen Guenther’s review of these 

stories and by her assertions about “historical inaccuracy” and 

“erroneous and contradictory interpretation of events”; assertions 

with which we strongly disagree. Also troubling is her decision 

to accept the assignment to review a story she participated in as 

an internal reviewer for ExplorePAhistory.com without disclosing 

this information to the editors or the audience. We encourage 

readers of Pennsylvania History to visit these two stories and 

judge for themselves the accuracy and quality of the histories 

presented.  

 Sincerely, 

 Jeff Silverman and Charles Hardy III 

pennsylvania history: a journal of mid-atlantic studies, vol. 77, no. 3, 2010.
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   RESPONSE 

 I did serve as an internal reviewer for the Baseball story for ExplorePAhistory

.com and should have declined the opportunity to review that story. I do, 

however, stand by the facts of the review. The authors have indeed addressed 

many issues raised in the review. I look forward to encouraging my students 

to consult these two stories for further information, especially education 

majors who can effectively use them when teaching United States history and 

Pennsylvania history. 

 Sincerely, 

 Karen Guenther 

   STATEMENT OF THE EDITORIAL STAFF 

 The Editorial Staff wish to take this opportunity to remind their readers 

that they and the Pennsylvania Historical Association consider it the 

responsibility of all reviewers to disclose any conflict of interest when invited 

to review books, websites, museums, and exhibits for   Pennsylvania History: 
A Journal of Mid-Atlantic Studies  . 

 Sincerely, 

 Paul Douglas Newman, Editor 
 Jeffrey A. Davis, Associate Editor 

 Daniel P. Barr, Book Review Editor 
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                ANNOUNCEMENTS            

                 pcoming Annual Meetings of the Pennsylvania Historical 
Association 

 2010 Annual Meeting 

 Susquehanna University 

 October 14–16, 2010 

 Local Arrangements Co-Chairs: Karol Weaver or Edward Slavishak 

at Susquehanna University 

 Program Chair: Dennis Downey Dennis.Downey@millersville.edu 

 2011 Annual Meeting 

 University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown 

 October 13–15, 2011 

 Local Arrangements Chair: Paul Douglas Newman pnewman@

pitt.edu 

 Program Chair: Daniel Barr barrd@rmu.edu 

 2012 Annual Meeting 

 Harrisburg, PA 

 November 1–3, 2012 

 Local Arrangements Chair: Simon Bronner sjb2@psu.edu 

 Program Chair: TBA 

pennsylvania history: a journal of mid-atlantic studies, vol. 77, no. 3, 2010.
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   MARAC FALL 2010 

 The Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Conference (MARAC) will be meeting 

November 11–13, 2010 in at the Hilton Harrisburg, PA. The semi-annual con-

ference regularly attracts over 300 archivists, manuscript curators and records 

managers from all over the mid-Atlantic region. The theme is “The Politics of 

Archives,” and Plenary Speaker will be Kathleen Roe of the New York State 

Archives speaking on the national Preservation of Archives and Historical 

Records (PAHR) legislation. Luncheon speaker will be Dr. Michael Barton 

of Penn State Harrisburg on the significance and use of archives facilities in 

the Central Pennsylvania region. For more information on registering and a 

complete schedule visit the MARAC website at: http://www.marac.info .

   Exhibit: Anatomical Drawings on Display at Pennsylvania Hospital 

  From Pastels to PDA’s  :  Medical Education from the 18 th  c. to the 21 st  c.  exhibits our 

collection of sixteen Jan Van Rymsdyk anatomical drawings for the first time 

together in one display. Opening to the public on December 1, 2009, this 

exhibition is sure to engage visitors interested in the history of medicine. 

 Long before the use of the X-ray, CAT scan, ultrasound and digital tech-

nology, the use of images played an important role in the medical education 

of students. Anatomical illustrations were cutting edge in the eighteenth 

century, and Jan Van Rymsdyk was known as one of the best anatomical illus-

trators in the world. Van Rymsdyk has kept his stature over the past two and 

a half centuries. These illustrations were created with crayon making them 

very susceptible to damage, however, they survived a trip across the ocean in 

1762 to become a center of the medical education young men received. 

 In a letter dated April 7, 1762, Fothergill stated, “I need not tell thee that 

the knowledge of anatomy is of exceeding great use to Practionors in Physic 

and Surgery & that the means of procuring Subjects with you are not easy.” 

Medical education was about to change forever in Philadelphia. 

 Fothergill further offered his opinion that the drawings “not to be seen by 

every Person but with the Permission of a Trustee & for some small Gratuity 

for the Benefitt of the House.” Heeding Dr. Fothergill’s warning, the drawings 

were viewed on a limited basis and carefully housed to protect them. Today, as 

247 years ago, the drawings are viewed on a limited basis making this exhibit 

a rare treat for the public. The exhibition will run until December 2010. 
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   Re-Launched Journal—Call for Submissions 

  New Jersey History  

 A new venue for historical research on New Jersey history 

 Edited and published by the New Jersey Historical Commission 

 Kean University 

 The New Jersey Historical Society 

 Rutgers University Libraries 

 Rutgers University Press 

 Volume 124, number 1 is now available at 

 http://njh.libraries.rutgers.edu 

  New Jersey History , founded as the  Proceedings of the New Jersey Historical 
Society  in 1845 and published under the direction of the Society until 2005, 

has been re-launched under the editorial direction of historians at the New 

Jersey Historical Commission, Kean University, and the Society. This peer-

reviewed journal will be published online twice annually by Rutgers University 

Libraries with a printed edition available from Rutgers University Press.  NJH  

is also supported by the New Jersey Digital Highway, which will provide an 

additional access point for the journal from its website, and will preserve the 

digital version of the journal. The editorial staff invites scholars, students, and 

writers to submit scholarly articles aimed at a non-specialized audience for its 

forthcoming issues. We welcome papers from all disciplines—for example, 

law, literature, political science, anthropology, archaeology, material culture, 

 cultural studies, and social and political history—bearing on any aspects of 

New Jersey’s history. Articles that place that history in wider relevant contexts 

will be especially welcome. We are also interested in documents, photographs, 

and other primary source material that could be published with annotations. 

 Papers submitted for publication should not exceed 8,500 words and should 

follow the current edition of the  Chicago Manual of Style . Completed submis-

sions  must  also include a 200 word abstract of the article’s contents, mailed 

to the editor: petermickulas@gmail.com. Suitable submissions are refereed 

anonymously by at least two readers. All text, including quotations and foot-

notes, should be prepared in double-spaced typescript according to  The Chicago 
Manual.  Please provide your full address, including e-mail, in all correspond-

ence with the editorial staff. A manuscript that has been published or that is 

currently under consideration for publication elsewhere will not be accepted. 
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   Penn State Harrisburg introduces a new doctoral program 
in American Studies 

 Penn State Harrisburg officially launched its Ph.D. program in American 

Studies with the admission of nine new students in fall 2009. Taking 

 advantage of its location in the capital region with internationally known 

heritage sites such as Gettysburg, Three Mile Island, Hershey, Steelton, 

Harrisburg, York, the coal region, and the Amish Country, the program at 

Penn State Harrisburg emphasizes subfields of (1) folk and popular culture, 

(2) public heritage and museum studies, (3) interdisciplinary history and 

 politics, and (4) environmental, urban, and regional studies. Those areas include 

government work, museums, cultural agencies, education, archives and records 

management, public policy, and communications. Penn State’s Ph.D. program 

in American Studies is the only doctoral program in American Studies in 

Pennsylvania, and over 30 doctoral programs are located nationwide. 

 To support the public heritage and cultural history interests of faculty and 

students, the American Studies program maintains close times with local 

educational and cultural institutions, including the Pennsylvania Historical 

and Museum Commission, State Museum of Pennsylvania, Landis Valley 

Museum, National Civil War Museum, Hershey Museum, and other public 

heritage resources. 

 Special features of study at Penn State Harrisburg include: teaching assist-

antships and research fellowships, internships and field-oriented courses; 

access to the Center for Pennsylvania Culture Studies, a research center 

devoted to the study of Pennsylvania’s cultural heritage; the Archives of 

Pennsylvania Folklore and Ethnography; and the library’s Alice Marshall 

Collection, considered by many scholars to be one of the largest privately 

compiled research collections on women’s history in America. 

 See http://www.hbg.psu.edu/hum/amst   .
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              contributors                

  JAMES J. GIGANTINO II  earned his PhD from the University of Georgia in 2010. 

He held a Samuel Smith Research Fellowship from the New Jersey Historical 

Commission from 2009–2010 and has accepted a position as an Assistant 

Professor of History at the University of Arkansas beginning August 2010. 

  COURTNEY ANN LYONS  has a Bachelor of Science in Computer Science Engi-

neering from the University of Texas at Arlington (2004), a Master of 

Divinity from George W. Truett Theological Seminary (2007), and is cur-

rently a doctoral student in Religion at Baylor University in Waco, TX. Her 

primary research concerns the religious aspects of the civil rights movement, 

including the roles of women ministers. She is an ordained Baptist minister 

and currently serves at Shiloh Baptist Church in Crawford, TX, with her 

husband, Victor. 

  ERIKA SCHNEIDER  received her Ph.D. in art history from Tyler School of Art at 

Temple University in Philadelphia. Her dissertation “Starving for Recognition: 

The Representation of Struggling Artists in America, 1800–1860” reflects 

her specialty in nineteenth-century art. Her essay, “Talisman for the Symbolist 

Movement: Puvis de Chavannes’  Hope ” appeared in the recently published 

book, “Subjective Objects: The Aesthetics of the Object in Symbolist Art and 

Writing.” She has worked in numerous museums including the Pennsylvania 

Academy of the Fine Arts, Seattle Art Museum, and Museum of Fine Arts, 

Boston. She is currently assistant professor of art history at Framingham State 

College in Massachusetts where she teaches courses on American, modern and 

contemporary art and museum studies.     
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                INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS OF 
THE PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION                             

 The Pennsylvania Historical Association wishes to express its gratitude to the hundreds of institutions 

across the United States and around the world who choose to support the mission of the PHA through 

institutional membership. 

  international  

 British Library 

 Cambridge University Library 

 D. B. Weldon Library, University of Western 

Ontario 

 Göttingen University Library 

 Hokei Library, Gakushuin University 

 James A. Gibson Library, Brock University 

 John F. Kennedy Institute Library, Free 

 University Berlin 

 Leddy Library, University of Windsor 

 National Library of Wales 

 Rheinland-Pfalz Regional Library 

 Ruhr University at Bochum Library 

 Senate House Library, University of London 

 University of British Columbia Library 

 University of Ottawa Library 

 University of Toronto Library 

  united states  

 Abington Free Library 

 Abington-Ogontz Campus Library, Penn State 

Abington 

 Albin O. Kuhn Library, University of 

 Maryland, Baltimore County 

 Alden Library, Ohio University 

 Alderman Library, University of Virginia 

 Alexander Library, Rutgers University 

 Allentown Public Library 

 Alvernia University Library 

 Ambler Campus Library, Temple University 

 American Antiquarian Society 

 American Philosophical Society Library 

 American University Library 

 Annie Halenbake Ross Library 

 Antoine Dutot School and Museum 

 Archives Library, Ohio Historical Society 

 Arizona State University library 

 Atkins Library, University of North Carolina 

at Charlotte 

 B. F. Jones Memorial Library 

 Bailey Library, Slippery Rock University 

 Baker Berry Library, Dartmouth College 

 Barbara Moscato Brown Memorial Library 

 Baron-Forness Library, Edinboro University of 

Pennsylvania 

 Beaver Campus Library, Penn State University 

 Bedford County Historical Society 

 Beeghly Library, Juniata College 

 Behrend College Library, Penn State Erie 

 Belk Library, Appalachian State University 

 Bertrand Library, Bucknell University 

 Bethlehem Area Public Library 

 Bierce Library, University of Akron 

 Bishop Library, Lebanon Valley College 

 Blair County Historical Society 

 Blasco Library, Erie County Library 

 Blissel Library, Penn State New Kensington 

 Blough-Weis Library, Susquehanna University 

 Boalsburg Heritage Museum Association 

 Bucks County Community College Library 

 Bucks County Historical Society Library 

 Buffalo Public Library 

 Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public 

Library 

 Butler County Community College, Oak Hill 

Campus Library 

 California State Library 

 Campbell Library, Rowan University 

 Carlson Library, Clarion University 

 Carnegie Free Library, Connellsville 

 Carnegie Free Library, McKeesport 

 Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 

 Cathedral Preparatory School Library 

 Centerville Middle School Library 

 Centre County Historical Society 

 Centre County Library and Historical 

 Museum 

 Chadds Ford Historical Society 

 Cincinnati Public Library 

 Citizens Library 

 Civil War and Underground Railroad 

 Museum 
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 Cleveland Public Library 

 Clifford E. Barbour Library, Pittsburgh 

 Theological Seminary 

 Clinton County Historical Society 

 Colgate University Libraries 

 Columbia University Library 

 Colorado State University Libraries 

 Community College of Allegheny County—

Boyce Campus Library 

 Concord Township Historical Society 

 Connelly Library, La Salle University 

 Cornell University Libraries 

 Coyle Free Library 

 Cumberland County Historical Society 

 D. Leonard Corgan Library, Kings College 

 Delaware Campus Library, Penn State 

 Delaware 

 Delaware County Community College Library 

 Department of History, Kutztown University 

 Dickinson College Library 

 Drake Memorial Library, State University of 

New York at Brockport 

 DuBois Area Historical Society 

 Dunbar Library, Wright State University 

 Dwight B. Waldo Library, Western Michigan 

University 

 E. Holmes Bobst Library, New York University 

 E. M. Cudahy Library, Loyola University 

 E. P. Ipswich 

 Earl Gregg Swem Library, College of William 

and Mary 

 Eastern Monroe Public Library 

 Easton Area Public Library 

 Edmon Low Library, Oklahoma State 

 University 

 Elk County Historical Society 

 Enoch Pratt Free Library 

 Erie County Historical Society 

 Eugene Farley Library, Wilkes University 

 Evans Library, Texas A&M University 

 F. H. Green Library, West Chester University 

 Fairview Park Regional Library, Cuyahoga 

County Public Library 

 Falvey Memorial Library, Villanova University 

 Fayette Campus Library, Penn State Fayette 

 Feinberg Library, State University of New York 

at Plattsburgh 

 Florida State University Library 

 Fondren Library, Rice University 

 Franklin and Marshall College Library 

 Franklin County Historical Society 

 Free Library of Philadelphia 

 French Azilum, Inc. 

 Gabriele Library, Immaculata University 

 Ganser Library, Millersville University 

 Gelman Library, George Washington 

 University 

 Genealogical Society of Utah 

 Gilman Museum 

 Gingrich Library, Albright College 

 Golda Meir Library, University of Wisconsin 

at Milwaukee 

 Goldfarb Periodicals, Brandeis University 

Library 

 Graduate School Library, City University of 

New York 

 Grand Valley State University Library 

 Green Library, Stanford University 

 Gumberg Library, Duquesne University 

 Guthrie Memorial Library, Hanover Public 

Library 

 H. W. Wilson Company 

 Hagley Museum and Library 

 Hale Library, Kansas State University 

 Hammermill Library, Mercyhurst College 

 Hanley Library, University of Pittsburgh at 

Bradford 

 Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young 

University 

 Harvard College Library 

 Hatcher Library, University of Michigan 

 Hazleton Public Library 

 Heindel Library, Penn State Harrisburg 

 Henry Buhl Library, Grove City College 

 Hesburgh Library, University of Notre Dame 

 High Library, Elizabethtown College 

 Hillman Library, University of Pittsburgh 

 Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania 

 Holland Library, Washington State University 

 Homer Babbidge Library, University of 

 Connecticut 

 Hunt Library, Carnegie Mellon University 

 Indiana University Libraries 

 J. Clarence Kelly Library, Penn State 

McKeesport 

 J. D. Rockefeller, Jr., Library, Colonial 

 Williamsburg 

 J. D. Williams Library, University of 

 Mississippi 

 J. Y. Joyner Library, East Carolina University 
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 Jackson Library, University of North Carolina 

at Greensboro 

 Jennie King Mellon Library, Chatham 

 University 

 Jerome Library, Bowling Green State 

 University 

 John Stewart Memorial Library, Wilson 

 College 

 Kemp Library, East Stroudsburg University 

 Knight Library, University of Oregon 

 Knoch High School Library 

 L. P. Hill Library, Cheyney University 

 Lancaster County Historical Society 

 Lancaster County Library 

 Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society 

 Langsam Library, University of Cincinnati 

 Langston Hughes Memorial Library, Lincoln 

University 

 Learning Resources Center, Montgomery 

County Community College 

 Lehman Library, Shippensburg University 

 Library Company of Philadelphia 

 Library of Michigan 

 Lilian S. Besore Memorial Library 

 Linderman Library, Lehigh University 

 Logue Library, Chestnut Hill College 

 Lourdes Library, Gwynedd-Mercy College 

 Luzerne County Community College 

 Lycoming County Historical Society and 

Taber Museum 

 M. D. Anderson Library, University of 

 Houston 

 Madigan Library, Pennsylvania College of 

Technology 

 Magill Library, Haverford College 

 Manderino Library, California University of 

Pennsylvania 

 Mansfield University Library 

 Mary Couts Burnett Library, Texas Christian 

University 

 Maryland Historical Society Library 

 Masland Library, Philadelphia Biblical 

 University 

 Mauch Chunk Museum 

 McGill Library, Westminster College 

 McKean County Historical Society 

 McKeldin Library, University of Maryland 

 Mengle Memorial Library 

 Mercersburg Academy Library 

 Miami University Libraries 

 Michener Library, University of Northern 

Colorado 

 Michigan State University Libraries 

 Middletown Free Library 

 Miller Library, Keystone College 

 Miller Library, Washington & Jefferson 

 College 

 Millstein Library, University of Pittsburgh at 

Greensburg 

 Milner Library, Illinois State University 

 Milton S. Eisenhower Library, Johns Hopkins 

University 

 Minnesota Historical Society Library 

 Monroeville Public Library 

 Mont Alto Campus Library, Penn State Mont 

Alto 

 Montgomery County Public Library, 

 Norristown Branch 

 Moravian Historical Society 

 Morris Library, Southern Illinois University 

 Mount Aloysius College Library 

 Mount Lebanon Public Library 

 Mugar Memorial Library, Boston University 

 Mullen Library, Catholic University 

 Murray Library, Messiah College 

 Musselman Library, Gettysburg College 

 Myerstown Community Library 

 Myrin Library, Ursinus College 

 Nash Library, Gannon University 

 Neilson Library, Smith College 

 New Castle Public Library 

 New England Historic Genealogical Society 

 New York Historical Society Library 

 New York Public Library 

 New York State Historical Association Library 

 New York State Library 

 Newberry Library 

 Neumann College Library 

 Newtown Public Library 

 Northern Illinois University Library 

 Northwestern University Library 

 Ohio State University Libraries 

 Old York Road Historical Society 

 Olin Library, Washington University in 

St. Louis 

 Osterhout Free Library 

 Owens Library, University of Pittsburgh at 

Johnstown 

 Paley Library, Temple University 

 Parks Library, Iowa State University 
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 Pasquerilla Library, St. Francis University 

 Paterno Library, Penn State University Park 

 Paul J. Gutman Library, Philadelphia 

 University 

 Pelletier Library, Allegheny College 

 Penn State DuBois Campus Library 

 Penn State Worthington Scranton Campus 

Library 

 Pennsylvania Center for the Study of Labor 

Relations 

 Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 

 Commission, Division of Archives and 

 History Library 

 Perkins Library, Duke University 

 Potter County Historical Society 

 Pottsville Free Public Library 

 Princeton University Library 

 Public Library for Union County 

 Purdue University Library 

 Raynor Memorial Libraries, Marquette 

 University 

 Reeves Library, Moravian College 

 Rider University Library 

 Ridley Township Public Library 

 Robert E. Eiche Library, Penn State Altoona 

 Robert Woodruff Library, Emory University 

 Rockefeller Library, Brown University 

 Rohrbach Library, Kutztown University 

 Rutherford B. Hayes Presidential Center 

 Saint Joseph’s University Library 

 San Francisco Public Library 

 Schaffer Library, Union College 

 Schmidt Library, York College of Pennsylvania 

 Scranton Public Library 

 Shamokin and Coal Township Public Library 

 Shirley Smith Lilly Library, Earlham College 

 Simpson Library, Mary Washington College 

 Skillman Library, Lafayette College 

 Smithsonian American Art Museum/National 

Portrait Gallery Library 

 Snell Library, Northeastern University 

 Snowden Library, Lycoming College 

 Society for the Preservation of the Duquesne 

Incline 

 Springfield Township Library 

 Springs Historical Society 

 St. Augustine Hall Library, St. John’s 

 University 

 St. Louis Public Library 

 St. Vincent College Library 

 Stapleton Library, Indiana University of 

Pennsylvania 

 State Historical Society of Wisconsin Library 

 State Library of Pennsylvania 

 State University of New York at Albany 

Library 

 State University of New York at Binghamton 

Library 

 State University of New York at Stony Brook 

Library 

 Stevenson Library, Lock Haven University 

 Swarthmore College Library 

 Swedenborg Library, Academy of the New 

Church 

 Syracuse University Library 

 Texana/Genealogy Department, San Antonio 

Public Library 

 Texas Tech University Library 

 The Daughters of the American Revolution 

Library 

 The David Library of the American 

 Revolution 

 The Huntingdon Library 

 The Library of Virginia 

 Thiel College Library 

 Thomas Beaver Library 

 Thomas Cooper Library, University of South 

Carolina 

 Thomas P. O’Neill Library, Boston College 

 Thun Library, Penn State Berks 

 Trexler Library, DeSales University 

 Trexler Library, Muhlenberg College 

 Troy H. Middleton Library, Louisiana State 

University 

 Tulane University Library 

 University Libraries, University of Texas at 

Austin 

 University of California at Los Angeles Library 

 University of California at Riverside Library 

 University of California at San Diego Library 

 University of California at Santa Barbara 

Library 

 University of Central Florida Library 

 University of Central Oklahoma Library 

 University of Chicago Library 

 University of Florida Library 

 University of Georgia Library 

 University of Illinois at Chicago Library 
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 University of Illinois Library 

 University of Massachusetts Library 

 University of Nebraska-Lincoln Library 

 University of Nevada, Las Vegas Library 

 University of North Texas Library 

 University of Oklahoma Libraries 

 University of Pennsylvania Library 

 University of Rochester Library 

 University of Tennessee Library 

 University of Texas at Arlington Library 

 University of Washington Libraries 

 Upper Darby Township and Sellers Public 

Library 

 Upper St. Clair Township Library 

 Vanderbilt University Library 

 Victorian Vandergrift Museum and Historical 

Society 

 Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 

 University Library 

 Warner Memorial Library, Eastern University 

 Watson Library, University of Kansas 

 Waynesburg University Library 

 Weinberg Memorial Library, University of 

Scranton 

 West Hanover Township Historical Society 

 West Virginia University Library 

 Western Reserve Historical Society History 

Library 

 Widener University Library 

 Winterthur Museum Library 

 Xavier University Library 

 Yale University Library 

 York Campus Library, Penn State York 

 York County Heritage Trust  
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penn state press
820 N. University Drive, USB 1, Suite C | University Park, PA 16802 | info@psupress.org

www.psupress.org | 1-800-326-9180

The Practice of Pluralism
Congregational Life and Religious Diversity 

in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 1730–1820

Mark Häberlein

“Thorough and persuasive. The people of 

Lancaster come across as devoted and essentially 

conservative, supporting their churches and 

attached to their ways of worship, even if indi-

viduals among them occasionally changed their 

minds. Häberlein persuasively shows that the 

laity provided the true continuity of the church.”

 —Ned Landsmann, Stony Brook University 

The clash of modernity and an Amish buggy 

might be the first image that comes to one’s mind 

when imagining Lancaster, Pennsylvania, today. 

In the early to mid-eighteenth century, Lancaster 

stood apart as an active and religiously diverse, 

ethnically complex, and bustling city. On the 

eve of the American Revolution, Lancaster’s 

population had risen to nearly 3,000 inhabitants; 

it stood as a center of commerce, industry, and 

trade. Of course the German-speaking popula-

tion—Anabaptists as well as German Lutherans, 

Moravians, and German Calvinists—made up 

the majority, but about one-third were English-

speaking Anglicans, Catholics, Presbyterians, 

Quakers, Calvinists, and other Christian groups. 

A small group of Jewish families also lived 

in Lancaster, though they had no synagogue. 

Carefully mining historical records and docu-

ments, from tax records to church membership 

rolls, Mark Häberlein confirms that religion in 

Lancaster was neither on the decline nor rapidly 

changing; rather, steady and deliberate growth 

marked a diverse religious population.

288 pages | $79.00 cloth 

Max Kade German-American Research Institute Series
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Heart Language
Elsie Singmaster and Her Pennsylvania 

German Writings

Susan Colestock Hill

At the turn of the twentieth century, American 

popular literary magazines and journals pulsed 

with local-color fiction, seeking to satisfy a 

national hunger for American identity. Anxiety 

over increasing numbers of “new stock” immi-

grants—and the changing face of an industrial-

izing America—gave rise to greater popular 

interest in stories with a simple focus on localized 

folk culture and “old stock” immigrant tradition. 

In the footsteps of writers like Harriet Beecher 

Stowe and Sarah Orne Jewett, the Pennsylvania 

German writings of Elsie Singmaster emerged to 

great popularity and acclaim. 

Born and raised in the Pennsylvania German 

tradition, Elsie Singmaster wrote extensively over 

the first half of the twentieth century. Through 

her intimate knowledge of the community, 

Singmaster exposed the nation’s expanding 

readership to Pennsylvania German beliefs, 

culture, and distinct dialect without denigrating 

the community or resorting to stereotypes. She 

believed that the Pennsylvania Germans embod-

ied the best of the nation’s ideals, and she crafted 

her characters and stories to participate in the 

national dialogue about immigration, develop-

ment, and the definition of a hard-working, 

middle-class sensibility grounded in Old World 

traditions. While Singmaster’s work fell out of 

sight as the century wore on, her writings remain 

a significant contribution to the study of both 

Pennsylvania German history and culture and the 

literature of the last century. 

304 pages | 16 illustrations | $40.00 cloth 

Pennsylvania German History and Culture Series
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Pennsylvania’s Revolution
Edited by William Pencak

Pennsylvania’s Revolution embodies a new era 

of scholarship about the state’s Revolutionary 

past. It breaks from a narrowly focused study 

of Philadelphia and the 1776 Constitution to 

evaluate Pennsylvania’s internal conflicts 

during the Revolutionary period. Pronounced 

struggles between Pennsylvania’s own citizen 

factions during the late eighteenth century 

are often cited by historians to demonstrate 

how this trend produced important social and 

political changes throughout the American 

colonies. By examining these experiences from 

multiple angles, this book reflects the overarch-

ing themes of the Revolution through a detailed 

study of Pennsylvania—the most radical of the 

thirteen colonies. 

In this volume, William Pencak brings together 

fifteen essays that expand our knowledge of the 

complex changes that occurred in Pennsylvania 

during this tumultuous era. Acting as a com-

panion to John Frantz and William Pencak’s 

regionally focused 1998 volume Beyond 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania’s Revolution takes a 

topical approach to the discussion of the state’s 

internal turmoil. Through the lens of political 

and military history along with social history, 

women’s history, ethnohistory, Native American 

studies, urban history, cultural history, material 

culture, religious history, print culture, frontier/

backcountry studies, and even film studies and 

theater history, this volume gives readers a 

glimpse of the diverse nature of contemporary 

and future historiography of Pennsylvania’s 

Revolutionary period.

408 pages | 1 illustration/5 maps | $85.00 cloth
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