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“What Must Poor People Do?”: Economic Protest and 
Plebeian Culture in Philadelphia, 1682–1754 

Daniel Johnson 117 

James Wilson—His Scottish Background: 
Corrections and Additions 

Martin Clagett 154 

The Public Interest of the Private City: The Pennsylvania 
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Elite, 1846–1877 
Andrew Heath 177 

Engaging the Trope of Redemptive Suffering: 
Inmate Voices in the Antebellum Prison Debates 

Jennifer Graber 209 

review essAys 

The “Mighty Macs”: Women’s Basketball 
in Chester County 
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Henry Ossawa Tanner: Modern Spirit Exhibition, 
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book reviews 

John Fea. Was America Founded as a Christian Nation? 
A Historical Introduction 

Reviewed by  Robert Shaffer  249 

Beverly C. Tomek. Colonization and Its Discontents: Emancipation, 
Emigration, and Antislavery in Antebellum Pennsylvania 

Reviewed by  Nicholas Wood  252 

contributors 255 
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submission information 

Pennsylvania History  publishes documents previously unpublished and of interest to 
scholars of the Middle Atlantic region. The Journal also reviews books, exhibits, and 
other media dealing primarily with Pennsylvania history or that shed significant 
light on the state’s past. 

The editors invite the submission of articles dealing with the history of 
Pennsylvania and the Middle Atlantic region, regardless of their specialty. Prospective 
authors should review past issues of Pennsylvania History: A Journal of Mid-Atlantic 
Studies, where they will note articles in social, intellectual, economic, environmental, 
political, and cultural history, from the distant and recent past. Articles may 
investigate new areas of research or they may reflect on past scholarship. Material that 
is primarily of an antiquarian or genealogical nature will not be considered. Please 
conform to the Chicago Manual of Style  in preparing your manuscript. 

Send article submissions and suggestions for special issues to Editor William 
Pencak, by email wap1@psu.edu (preferred) or by mail, P.O. Box 132, Coburn, PA 
16832. 

Send books for review and announcements to Patrick Spero, Dept. of Political 
Science, Schapiro Hall, Williams College, Williamstown, MA 01267. 

important notices 

Pennsylvania  History  (ISSN  0031-4528;  E-ISSN  2153-2109)  is  published  quarterly  by 
the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Association  and  the  Pennsylvania  State  University  Press. 

Annual member subscription rates: $30 for students, and $40 for individuals ($55 
if outside U.S.). Payments should be directed to Business Secretary Karen Guenther, 
216 Pinecrest Hall, Mansfield University, Mansfield, PA 16933. Address changes 
should also be directed to Karen Guenther. 

Periodicals postage paid at Mansfield, and additional mailing offices. 
Claims for missing or damaged issues should be directed to Karen Guenther. 
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editor 

William Pencak, Emeritus, The Pennsylvania State University  
and Susquehanna University 

associate editors 

Laura Keenan-Spero 
Patrick Spero, Williams College 

editorial board 

Michael Barton, Penn State-Harrisburg 
Susan Branson, Syracuse 

Peter Carmichael, Gettysburg College 
Ileen DeVault, Cornell University 

Aaron Fogelman, Northern Illinois University 
Jane Merritt, Old Dominion University 

Richard S. Newman, Rochester Institute of Technology  
Simon Newman, University of Glasgow 
Linda Ries, Pennsylvania State Archives 

Liam Riordan, University of Maine 
Steve Rosswurm, Lake Forest College 

Andrew M. Schocket, Bowling Green State University 
Thomas G. Smith, Nichols College 

Joe Trotter, Carnegie-Mellon University  
Julie Winch, University of Massachusetts, Boston 
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Publication  of  Pennsylvania  History:  A  Journal  of  Mid-Atlantic  Studies  is  made  possible 
by  deeply  appreciated  support  from  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum 
Commission  and  the  Department  of  History,  the  Pennsylvania  State  University. 

We thank Karen Guenther for keeping our membership lists in order. 

officers of the pennsylvania historical association 

President, Janet Moore Lindman, Rowan University 
lindman@rowan.edu 

Immediate Past President, Marion Roydhouse, Philadelphia University 
Roydhousem@philau.edu 

Vice-President, Kenneth C. Wolensky 
kwolensky@comcast.net 

Business Secretary, Karen Guenther, Mansfield University 
kguenthe@mansfield.edu 

Treasurer, Tina Hyduke, Penn State Federal Credit Union 
tinahyduke@pennstatefederal.com 

Secretary, Rachel Batch, Widener University 
rabatch@mail.widener.edu 

Editor, William Pencak, Emeritus, The Pennsylvania State University  
and Susquehanna University 

wap1@psu.edu 

the pennsylvania historical association 

The Pennsylvania Historical Association endeavors to stimulate scholarly activity 
and arouse popular interest in the Commonwealth’s history. It sponsors Pennsylvania 
History: A Journal of Mid-Atlantic Studies, a publication series, and annual meetings 
held successively throughout the state. 

www.pa-history.org 

On the cover: Poster circulated in Philadelphia in 1839 to discourage the coming 
of  the railroad. National Archives, College Park, Maryland. 
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