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(Continued from Vol. XLIX, page 379.)

The First and Third City Troops—the latter now
commanded by Captain John M. Price—paraded at the
same hour and place on May 2d. A change was decided
upon for May 9th, and in place of the usual Squadron
drill a practice march was arranged, the second record
we have of this valuable evolution in cavalry practice.
The notice reads as follows:—560

"ATTENTION!

"The squadron composed of the 1st, 2d & 3d troops
of Light Horse, will parade completely equipped, with
nine rounds of blank cartridge, valise and cloak, on
Monday the 9th inst. precisely at 8 o'clock, A.M., at
Evans' tavern, near the permanent Bridge, Schuylkill,
where the line of march will be taken for Chester.

' l BOBERT WHARTON ]

"THOS. W. FRANCIS V Captains
" J O H N M[ORGAN] PRICE581]

"May 5, [1808]."

The drill on May 16th was held as agreed upon, and
on May 30th a special Troop meeting was held, in re-
sponse to the following notice:—B62

"The members of the Second Troop of Philadelphia
City Cavalry, will meet at J. Camerons [sic], North
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Third street, on Monday the 30th instant, at 7 o'clock
in the Evening.

"THOS. W. FRANCIS, Capt.
"N. B. Punctual attendance is requested."
"May 27, [1808]."

Another Squadron drill, participated in by the
First and Third Troops only, was held on June 13th.
The Second Troop did not join in this drill, but met at
the same place one hour later, according to the fol-
lowing notice:—563

"The members of the Second Troop Philadelphia
City Cavalry, Will meet at Peter Evan's Tavern, near
the Schuylkill Permanent Bridge on Monday next the
13th instant, at 4 o 'clock, P. M., without uniform.

"THOS. W. FRANCIS, Captain.
"June 10, [1808]."

As in the preceding year, the Fourth of July was
celebrated by the Squadron by a street parade in the
morning and a banquet in the afternoon. The follow-
ing conjoined order was issued for this occasion:—m

'' CAVALRY ORDERS.

"The squadron composed of the 1st, 2d, and 3d
Troops, will parade completely equipped on Monday
the Fourth of July next, being the anniversary of our
independence, at 9 o 'clock, A. M., at the Columbia
House, corner of Eleventh and Spruce streets.

' ' The Honorary Members are requested to dine with
the Squadron on that day at 3 o'clock, P.M., with or
without uniform, at Evans' Tavern, near the Perma-
nent Bridge, Schuylkill,

"BOBERT W H A R T O N 1
"THOS. W. FRANCIS I Captains.
" J O H N M. PRICE J

"June 29, [1808]."
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In the Fall of the year the usual Squadron drills re-
curred. The Second Troop, for these formations, is-
sued the following:—m

"CAVALBY OBDEKS.

"The Second Troop of Philadelphia City Cavalry,
will parade on Mondays the 3d, 10th and 17th October
next on the ground north of P. Evans Bridge Tavern,
at 2 o'clock, P.M., completely equipped and provided
with nine rounds of blunt cartridge.

" A Court of Appeal will be held on Monday 22d Oc-
tober next, at the Shakespeare Hotel, from three to five
o'clock, P.M.

"THOS. W. FBANCIS, Capt.
"Sept. 29, [1808]."

A significant notice and one of great interest ap-
peared after the Squadron drills of October:—566

"ATTENTION.

"The FIBST and SECOND TBOOPS of LIGHT HOBSE, will
parade completely equipped this day, the 20th inst. pre-
cisely at 10 o'clock, P. M., at the usual ground near the
Permanent Bridge, Schuylkill, from thence they will
march to join the 50th regiment of militia, to which they
are attached.567

"EOBEBT WHABTON 1 ~ , .
"THOMAS W . F B A N C I S }

 CaPtaws-
"October 20, [1808]."

How long this connection with the Infantry Eegi-
ment continued, and what its full purpose was is not
known. The following notices, however, show that a
drill of the officers was one of the objects in view:—

"50th
 REGIMENT, P.M.568

"The Officers and non-commissioned Officers of the
50th Regt. including those of the Light Infantry and

VOL. L.—6
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Troops of Cavalry; are requested to assemble in Isaac
Watkins' long room (Sign of the Indian King, Market
Street) on Friday evening next [Dec. 2], at 7 o'clock,
on business relative to the discipline of the Eegiment.

"GEORGE BARTRAM/69 Lieut. Col.
"Nov. 30 [1808]."

And again:—m

50th
 EEGIMENT, P. M.

"The Officers and non-commissioned Officers of the
50th Eegiment, will attend drill at Isaac Watkins' on
Friday evening next [Dec. 9] at 7 o'clock.

*' This is the last public notice that will be given. It
is confidently expected that the attendance of the
Officers will be general and punctual on every Friday
evening throughout the season.

*' GEORGE BARTRAM, Lieut. Col.
"Dec. 8, [1808]."

There can be no doubt that the alarming state of
the foreign affairs of this country had much to do with
this unusual activity in military circles. Throughout
the winter of 1808-9 the Cavalry Troops held dis-
mounted drills, without uniform but with side-arms,
at the Schuylkill Hotel. The First Troop drilled at this
hostelry every Tuesday evening; the Second Troop on
Wednesday evenings; and the Third Troop on Thurs-
day evenings; while the officers and non-commissioned
staff, joined, as has been stated, with the officers of the
50th Eegiment in a regular Friday night drill.571 It is
interesting to note that among other books of instruc-
tion, the mounted troops used at this time, *' The Guard
Exercise of Cavalry," from the copy printed by his
Britannic Majesty's command for the War Office at
London.572

The first Troop event of 1809 was a notable celebra-
tion of Washington's Birthday, the notice for which
was as follows:—573



The Second Troop Philadelphia City Cavalry. 83

' ' CAVALBY OBDEBS.

"The 1st, 2d and 3d troops of Light Horse will meet
dismounted on Wednesday, the 22nd inst. precisely at 1
o 'clock, P. M., in Third Street, immediately north of
Spruce Street, in full uniform; from thence they will
proceed to the Shakespeare Hotel to celebrate the anni-
versary of the day that gave birth to the father of his
country, GEORGE WASHINGTON.

1' The honorary members are requested to dine with
the Squadron on that day at the Shakespeare, at 3
o 'clock, either with or without uniform.

"BOBEBT WHABTON 1

"THOS. W. FBANCIS I Captains.
" J N O . M. PBICE J

"feb. 20, [1809]."

The following is an interesting account of this din-
ner:—574

"The dragoons of the 1st, 2d, and 3d troops of city
cavalry, commanded by Captains Wharton, Francis and
Price, marched from their parade on Third Street, to
the Shakespeare Hotel, where an excellent dinner was
provided, at which the following toasts were drank—
accompanied with appropriate music:

'' THE DAY,—may its anniversary be celebrated while
gratitude has a place in the American bosom.

' i The memory of THE GBEAT WASHINGTON.

" T H E UNITED STATES.
"The President of the United States—Wisdom and

impartiality to our Councils, and vigour to our Arms.
" T H E UNION OF THE STATES—May it be perpetual.
'6 The memory of General Hamilton.
"The memory of General Green.
6 i The memory of Fisher Ames.
*i The MAN who dare be honest in the worst of times.
"Colonel Pickering—may he live to see the regrets

and to forgive the folly of his enemies [By a Mechanic
of the Northern Liberties].
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" Success and Glory to the PATBIOTS of SPAIN.
6' May the harmony of this Distinguished Day be per-

petuated among the Troops of Citizen Dragoons, who
now celebrate it.

" T H E AMEBICAN EAGLE—may she have it in her
power to proclaim from her beak that while she tenders
the Belligerents the talisman of Peace from her left
talon, she is prepared to wield the shafts of War with
her right; in case her peace offering should be treated
with disdain.

" In celebrating the birth of the GBEATEST OF MEN,
may we never lose sight of HIS principles—may our
actions thro' life be imitation of them—first in war,
first in peace, and first in the hearts of his countrymen.

" T H E MEMOBY OF COMMEBOE [Political Eegister.
[sic]"

In April of this year we find the announcement of
the usual Squadron drills:—575

"TBOOP OBDEB.

"The members of the Second Troop of City Cavalry,
will parade completely equipt, on the ground north of
Peter Evans's tavern, near the Schuylkill Permanent
Bridge, on Monday the 1st and 8th of May next, at 2
o'clock P.M.

"THOMAS W. FBANCIS, Capt.
"April 29, [1809]."

The special regimental drill occurred this year on
May 11th, according to the following:—576

"TBOOP OEDEE.

* ' The Second Troop of City Cavalry, will parade back
of Peter Evans' Tavern, near Permanent Bridge, on
Thursday, 11th inst. at 2 o'clock, P. M,. precisely, com-
pletely equipped, in order to join the regiment to which
they are attached.

THOS. W. FBANCIS, Capt.
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" i'N. B. The Court of Appeals will be held at Nice's
Tavern,577 on Saturday evening, the 13th inst. between
the hours of 7 and 9 o'clock."

"May 10, [1809]
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