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THE SECOND TEOOP PHILADELPHIA CITY
CAVALRY.

BY W. A. NEWMAN DORLAND, A.M., M.D., F.A.C.S.
Major, Medical Corps, U. S. Army; formerly First Lieutenant and

Surgeon of the Troop (April 1, 1898-November 10, 1903.)
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(Continued from page 87.)

A special Troop meeting was held on June 19th to
arrange for the Fourth of July celebration:—578

"NOTICE.

"The Second City Troop of Cavalry, will meet at
Evan's Tavern, on Monday [June 19] at 4 o'clock,
P. M., without uniform. Punctual attendance is re-
quired.

"By order of the Captain,
PETEB WAGER,579 Sergeant."

"June 17, [1809]."

The Troop celebration of the Fourth this year con-
sisted in a Squadron parade, followed by a march to
Germantown and dinner at Mendenhall's tavern, near
the Falls of Schuylkill, as is shown by the following
troop notices:—

ATTENTION.

' * The FIRST TROOP of LIGHT HORSE, will parade com-
pleatly equiped (with cloaks attached to the saddle),
on Tuesday the 4th July next, at eight o'clock, A. M. at
the Columbia House, corner of Spruce and Eleventh
streets, where the Squadron will be formed in honor
of the Anniversary of our Independence. Punctual at-
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tendance is expected, as the line of march will be taken
precisely at 9 o'clock! The honorary members are
respectfully invited to dine with the Troop on that
day, at 2 o'clock, P. M. at MendenhalPs tavern, near
the Falls of Schuylkill.

"June 30, [1809]."
"KOBERT WHARTON, Captain/'

"CAVALRY ORDER.580

1 i The members of the SECOND CITY TROOP of CAVALRY,
will meet at the Centre House Tavern, on Tuesday next
the 4th of July, at 8 o'clock, A. M., compleatly equipt,
when and where they will receive the orders for the
day.

"THOMAS W. FRANCIS, Copt."
"July 1, [1809]."

"CAVALRY ORDER.581

"The members composing the THIRD TROOP of CITY
CAVALRY, are requested to meet at the Columbia House,
corner of Spruce and Eleventh-streets, on Tuesday
next, the 4th July, at 8 o'clock, A. M. compleatly equipt
—Punctual attendance is required, as the line of march
for Germantown will be taken up precisely at 9 o'clock.

" J O H N M. PRICE, Captain/'
"July 1, [1809]."

On September 6, 1809, it is interesting to note that
the First Troop met without uniform at the Shake-
speare Hotel to discuss a contemplated change in the
uniform of the corps.582 It was about this time that the
time-honored uniform of the Second Troop, adopted
in 1775, was replaced by the beautiful hussar type of
dress to be worn by the Troop until 1825. As Charles
M. Lefferts, the authority on early American uniforms,
has said, " I t is not surprising that the Troop dress was
changed so completely from 1790 as Light Dragoon to
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that of 1810 when they appear as Hussars, for in mak-
ing this change they followed the English order of con-
verting regiments of Light Dragoons into Hussars dur-
ing the same period, as most of the English Hussar
regimental records will show, and also the style of
dress follows the English in every way." It was not
until 1825 that the Second Troop substituted for the
handsome uniform adopted at this time the still hand-
somer one of that date, a radical change back from the
hussar type to that of a dragoon.

The customary Squadron and regimental drills were
held in October in response to the following:—583

" TROOP ORDERS.

"The SECOND CITY TROOP of CAVALRY, will parade
completely equipt on Mondays 2d, 9th and 16th of Oc-
tober next at 2 o'clock, P. M. at Peter Evan's Tavern,
near the Permanent Bridge; and on Thursday the 19th,
at same place, at one o'clock, P. M. in order to join the
50th regiment, to which this troop is attached.

"THOS. W. FRANCIS, Capt.
"N. B. The court of appeals, will be held at the

Shakespeare Hotel, on Saturday 21st October, between
the hours of 5 and 7 o'clock."

"Sept. 29, [1809]."

In November, on the 20th instant, there occurred a
Division parade followed by a military fete, in which
the mounted troops participated, according to the fol-
lowing First Troop notice:—584

"ATTENTION.

*i The First Troop of LIGHT HORSE, will parade at my
quarters, compleatly equipped, and with cloaks and
pads (each member will provide twelve rounds of
blank cartridges), on Monday, the 20th inst. precisely
at 8 o 'clock, A. M. in order to form with the first divi-
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sion to which the troop is attached, from whence they
will march to partake of the military fete of the day.

"Nov. 17, [1809]."
4 * ROBERT WHARTON, Capt."

The military year came to a close with a series of
meetings of vital importance, tending toward a closer
union of the cavalry forces of the vicinity, and result-
ing, in the following year, in the formation of a volun-
teer regiment of city and county cavalry. The notices
of these meetings follow:—

" CAVALRY.585

The Officers of the respective corps of Cavalry of the
city and County of Philadelphia, are invited to attend
a meeting at the Shakespeare Hotel, on Saturday next
[Dec. 9], at 3 o'clock in the afternoon, to consider the
propriety of organizing a Regiment of Cavalry, to be
attached to the first division of Pennsylvania Militia."

"dec. 5, [18091."

"CAVALRY.586

"An adjourned meeting of the Officers of the re-
spective Corps of Cavalry of the city and county of
Philadelphia, will be held at the Shakespeare Hotel, on
Saturday next, the 23d instant, at three o'clock in the
afternoon.

"dec. 20, [1809]."
" J O H N SMITH, Secretary."

The next day the following Troop notice ap-
peared :—587

"CAVALRY ORDERS.

"The members comprising the Second City Troop
of Cavalry, will meet at Nice's Tavern, on Friday the
22d instant, at 6 o'clock in the evening. Punctual at-
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tendance is requested, as business of importance will
be laid before the Troop.

"THOS. W. FRANCIS, Capt."
"dec. 21, [1809]."

This meeting was subsequently postponed until
Saturday the 23d inst. at the same place and hour.588

CHAPTER XIX.

THE FIRST REGIMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY OF 1810.

The foreign relations of the United States, which
had improved somewhat during 1809, now took a de-
cided turn for the worse, and throughout 1810 they con-
tinued doubtful and almost hostile. The open rupture
with Francis J. Jackson, the British Envoy Extraor-
dinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, brought events to
a crisis. Consequently, President Madison^s message,
on January 3, 1810, considered the raising of more
troops to be necessary, and recommended that 20,000
volunteers be accepted for service at the shortest warn-
ing.589

The Philadelphia Cavalry Corps were not lacking in
the current military enthusiasm. Indoor drills con-
tinued throughout the winter; and on January 10,1810,
we find that officers of the various troops, including
those of the Second Troop, uniting in a memorial
which was, on that day, presented to the House of Rep-
resentatives at Lancaster by Mr. Thompson, and which,
in behalf of themselves and the corps of cavalry they
commanded, "requested for reasons therein stated,
that the portion of militia cavalry belonging to the city
and county of Philadelphia, may be authorized by law
to form themselves into a regiment, to be attached to
the first division." This memorial—which was the
direct outcome of the two meetings of the cavalry



184 The Second Troop Philadelphia City Cavalry.

officers held in the preceding month—was read and
referred to the Committee on the Militia System,590

where it was held up until the following session of the
State Legislature. While waiting for some action by
the State Legislature, the various Troop commanders
<?ame to an agreement whereby a temporary organiza-
tion was effected for the celebration of February 22d.

Toward the close of January the following Troop
order appeared:—591

"CAVALRY ORDERS.

' i The Members composing the Second City Troop of
Cavalry, will meet at Nice's Tavern, on Saturday the
27th inst. at 6 o'clock in the evening—Punctual attend-
ance is requested.

"THOMAS W. FRANCIS, Capt."
"jan 26, [1810]."

By this time the volunteer association of the Cavalry
Troops of the City and County had been accomplished,
and the Regiment then formed—which in the follow-
ing year was authorized by the State Legislature—
was destined to take an active part in local military
affairs until the War of 1812. Its first public appear-
ance was on February 22d, 1810, according to the fol-
lowing notice:—592

'' CAVALRY ORDERS.

"The Troops of Cavalry, of the City and County of
Philadelphia, who have agreed to celebrate, by Military
Parade, the Anniversary of the day that gave birth to
our departed Hero and Friend, GEOKGE WASHING-
TON, will parade compleatly equipped (each member
to provide three rounds of blank cartridge) on Thurs-
day, the 22d instant, precisely at 10 o'clock, A. M. in the
vacant ground immediately north of the Centre Square
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—The Adjutant will designate the rank, each troop
will take in the line.

"ROBERT WHARTON, Senr. Capt.
and Commandant of the day."

"feb. 19, [1810]."

The Second Troop order for this event was as fol-
lows :593

"CAVALRY ORDERS.

"The SECOND CITY TROOP of CAVALRY, will
parade in Seventh-street, between Market and Chest-
nut-street, completely equipped, each member to pro-
vide three rounds of blank cartridge, on THURSDAY,
the 22d inst. at half past 8 o'clock, A. M. in order to
join in celebrating the anniversary of the day that gave
to our country its Father and Friend GEORGE
WASHINGTON.

"The troop will dine at Jacob Nice's at 3 o'clock,
P. M.

"THOMAS W. FRANCIS, Capt/'
"feb. 21, [1810]."

The regiment made a fine appearance that day, as is
indicated by the following account:—594 " A regiment of
Cavalry, consisting of all the troops in the city, and
some from the county, amounting to 250 men, paraded
for the first time, under the command of Robert Whar-
ton, as Senior Captain. Their appearance was truly
martial and splendid, and contributed very much to
encrease the honors of the day." Subsequent to the
parade a service was held in the First Presbyterian
Church, in Market Street, which was attended by some
of the military, and where an oration was delivered in
honor of the day.595 Later in the afternoon the various
Troops partook of their customary dinners. It is un-
fortunate that an account of the Second Troop dinner
at Nice's Tavern is not accessible. The First Troop
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dined at the Shakespeare Hotel, and among their toasts
was the following:—596 "12. The contemplated regi-
ment of Cavalry of the City and County of Philadel-
phia. Its basis the public welfare, discipline its super-
structure. ' ' The Third Troop, or ' i Volunteer Greens,''
at their dinner drank the following:—597 "12. The asso-
ciated volunteer troops of cavalry of the city and
county of Philadelphia—may they always be ready at
their country's call, to maintain her rights and avenge
her wrongs;'' while at the dinner of the First County
Troop of Cavalry, Captain Caleb Hughes, the follow-
ing toast is recorded:—598 i i The United Troops of the
City and County of Philadelphia—may friendship and
harmony ever be the order of the day.—3 cheers."

The usual spring Squadron drills were arranged for
at a business meeting of the Second Troop on May 5,
as follows:—599

"CAVALRY OBDEB.

"The members composing the Second City Troop of
Cavalry, are particularly requested to meet at Nice's
Tavern, on Saturday eyening [May 5] at 7 o'clock, on
business of importance. It is expected every member
will be punctual in attendance.

"THOMAS W, FRANCIS, Captain."
"may 4, [1810]."

Accordingly, two days later the following announce-
ment was made:600

"CAVALRY ORDER.

"The Second City Troop of Cavalry, will parade
compleatly equipped on Monday the 7th, 14th and 21st.
inst. at 2 o'clock, P. M. on the usual ground near the
permanent Bridge, and on Thursday the 17th inst. at 2
o'clock, P. M. at the same place in order to join the
50th Regiment to which the troop is attached.
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" A court of appeal will be held at Nice's tavern, on
Saturday the 2d June, between the hours of 5 and 8
o'clock, P. M.

"By order of the Commanding Officer."
"may 7, [1810]."
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