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THE PHILADELPHIA WINDSOR CHAIR
AND ITS JOURNEYINGS

By HARROLD E. GILLINGHAM

It is not an uncommon thing to read in a catalogue
describing sales of furniture in other cities such items
as a ‘‘Philadelphia type Windsor Chair’’, and one nat-
urally wonders how these chairs came to be at such
distances as Charleston and Boston, and that they are
so similar to the Windsor chair commonly made and
used in the Quaker City during the eighteenth cen-
tury.

‘While it has been conceded that the Philadelphia
cabinet and chair makers, from about 1740 to 1790,
were superior to those working in other sections of the
Atlantic seaboard, and that they produced articles for
household use and adornment far superior to other
craftsmen—save perhaps the cabinet-makers of New-
port, Rhode Island—it is natural to feel somewhat
proud of our early citizen-joiners who were capable
of executing articles of this nature which commanded
such an extended market as did the Windsor chair.

¢‘Philadelphia made Windsor Chairs’’ were adver-
tised in New York journals as early as 1763, and, in
1766, a Charleston newspaper carried an advertise-
ment of Sheed & White offering Philadelphia made
‘Windsor Chairs which had been imported in the brig
Philadelphia Packet. These were described as being
““well painted, high back’d, low back’d, sack back’d,
and settees or double seated, fit for piazzas or gardens,
childrens dining and low chairs.’’?

! Luke Vincent Lockwood, Colontal Furniture in America, I1. 74.
2 Alfred Coxe Prime, Arts and Crafts in Philadelphia, Maryland and
South Carolina. Boston: The Walpole Society, 1929.
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These two notices apparently give some collectors
of early American furniture the idea that the Windsor
chair came into general use about that time. Such is
not the case. Evidence has recently come to the atten-
tion of the writer which shows that this type of chair
was made in Philadelphia as early as 1745-1747, and
also as the years went on, both before and after the
Revolution, this class of chair was shipped in great
quantities to the other colonies, to the West Indies and
even to European ports.

Credit has been given the Philadelphia chair-makers
for having first produced the Windsor chair in Amer-
ica, and while its origin was undoubtedly English, it
has not yet been definitely established just when it first
made its appearance in this eity. Then, too, the Amer-
ican Windsor chair differs somewhat from the English
type. Probably because the local craftsman changed
its model to suit the plainer taste of his clients and
thus produced a somewhat different type of chair,
known today as the American Windsor.

The South Carolina Gazette of October 3, 1754, has
the following advertisement:

Any Person may be supplied with black chairs at 12 1. per
dozen, white ditto at 9 1. low chairs at 15 s. a piece, and chil-
dren’s chairs at 12s.6d. and 15 s. by applying to me, at my
plantation on John’s—Island, or Mr. Thomas Legare next door
30 thf Exchange Coffee House in Charles Town. Solomon Legare,

un.

At the prices mentioned these could hardly have
been mahogany chairs, and as Legare did not say he
made chairs, they might possibly have been of the
Windsor type, which were made in Philadelphia and
shipped to Charleston. As there was much commerce
between the two cities it is reasonable to suppose the
Philadelphia styles were soon to be found in the
Southern settlements.

3 Alfred Coxe Prime, Arts and Crafts in Philadelphie, Maryland and
South Carolina. Boston: The Walpole Society, 1929.



The Philadelphia Windsor Chair 303

Inasmuch as Philadelphia has been given credit for
first producing this particular type of furniture in the
‘Western hemisphere, it is well to look into the matter
of the early chair-makers of this city and where they
sold their produect.

JOHN GILBERT, who was styled a Turner when he
took George Doblewart as a servant-man, and recorded
the fact before James Hamilton, then Mayor of the
city, on December 12, 1745;* yet he called himself a
Windsor chair-maker in his will, proved in 1788. He
no doubt made such chairs much earlier in his career.
Unfortunately the inventory of his estate does not
mention the stock on hand at the time of his death.

SAMUEL AUSTIN, who is also mentioned in
Mayor Hamilton’s book of Indentures as having taken
a servant man, John Erwin, on September 15, 1746,
was styled a Joyner in that record;® but when he died,
in 1767, there was listed among his effects, thirteen
Windsor chairs, undoubtedly of his own making.

JOSEPH ARMITT, who was styled a Joyner when
he married, in 1738, took John Hill as an apprentice,
who had formerly been indentured to Caleb Evans
a chair maker.® Armitt can definitely be classed as a
Windsor chair maker when he died in 1747. The in-
ventory of his estate included such items as 72 ban-
nisters for chair backs; 200 feet of maple lumber, 500
feet of ‘‘Bottoming Stuff’” and 650 feet of poplar
boards, which were probably for chair seats. The ap-
praisers of his estate were meticulous in their deserip-
tion of his stock on hand and itemized it carefully;
including therein ‘‘5 Windsor Chairs’’ which they val-
ued at £1-15-0. This fixes without doubt the fact that
‘Windsor chairs were made in Philadelphia by 1747.

¢ Original manusecript record in The Historical Society of Pennsyl-
vania.

¢ I'vid.

¢ Ibid.
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FRANCIS TRUMBLE was working as a cabinet
maker in Philadelphia as early as 1741, as shown by
old account books of the period,” and it is definitely
known he made Windsor chairs in his shop ‘‘at the
sign of the Scrutore, in Front street, near the New
Market Wharff, on Society Hill, Philadelphia.’’®

He charged Charles Norris £1-16-0 for two Windsor
chairs made in 1760, as shown by Norris’ account
books,? and the following year Thomas Wharton paid
Trumble £5-8-0 for ‘Six high backed Windsor
Chairs.”” In 1773, William Wharton was charged fif-
teen shillings for two Windsor chairs, and thirty-
eight shillings each for six mahogany chairs.

;J‘G N oW :}(d’.x
'7“5% 74 M// Za - - - S

A

f{’Umaw f/‘w"o Y — - z& ? :’

Bill of Francis Trumble privately owned

Trumble called himself a cabinet and chair maker
in his advertisement of 1754, and advised the public
that in addition to all other classes of cabinet work, he
made chairs of all kinds, such as easy chairs, arm
chairs, parlour chairs, chamber chairs, close chairs,
and couches. He must have been a prolific producer
of Windsor chairs, as there is proof of his shipping
hundreds of chairs to other cities, and from such reec-

7 Nathaniel Allen’s Account Book, owned by The Historical Society
of Pennsylvania.

8 Pennsylvanie Gazette, August 8, 1754.

*In The Historical Society of Pennsylvania.
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ords as the writer has been privileged to examine,
many of the Windsor chairs shipped to Southern ports,
as well as to New England and New York, were for-
warded by local merchants whose places of business
were near that of Trumble.

The ship Philadelphia sailed from this port on Sep-
tember 2, 1789, with four dozen chairs shipped by
Francis Trumble to a customer in Charleston, South
Carolina, and on December 12, 1789, the brig Charles-
ton left for the same port with fourteen dozen Wind-
sor chairs, sent by ‘“Mr. Trumble,’’ noted on the mani-
fest. One hundred and sixteen more Windsor chairs
from Trumble are mentioned in the manifest of the
Columbia sailing March 19, 1790, for the South Caro-
lina port, as well as thirty-nine others sent by James
Raguet, who shipped all kinds of merchandise to his
Southern customers.!®

JOSIAH SHERALD was styled a ‘‘Rush-bottom
and Windsor Chair maker’’ when he applied for a li-
cense to marry Rachel Knight on June 14, 1762, and
in his advertisement in the Pennsylvania Gazette of
September 5, 1765, he advised the public that ‘‘at the
Sign of the Gold-headed Cane, in Second-street, a little
below Dock Bridge,’”” he made Rush-bottom as well as
‘Windsor Chairs, Couches and Canes. He also offered
“Five Pounds a Cord for Hickory Wood, or any
smaller Quantity in Proportion’’; evidently for his
Windsor chairs. His name also appears in account
books of the Wharton family, where it is entered
¢“‘Josiah Shearel, Chairmaker’’ and no doubt he, too,
supplied some of the Philadelphia merchants with the
many Windsor chairs shipped from this city from 1766
to 1800.

JOHN BIGGARD advertised in the South Carolina
Gazette of March 24, 1767, that he had lately arrived

¥ Original manifests in possession of The Historical Society of Penn-
sylvania.

Vor. LV.—20
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from Philadelphia and was prepared to supply the
citizens with ‘“Windsor and Garden Chairs, Walking
sticks, and many other kinds of Turnery ware.’”** How
he succeeded we are not advised, but judging by the
thousands of Windsor and other chairs recorded as
being sent to Charleston from Philadelphia, one would
think the local craftsmen were not well patronized, and
that the Charlestonians insisted upon having the
genuine Philadelphia production.

BENJAMIN TROTTER (1699-1768), styled him-
self a Chairmaker in his will, proved April 1, 1768, and
the inventory of his estate shows he made all kinds of
chairs. Windsor chairs are listed as well as ‘‘a quan-
tity of Chair Rounds.’” The versatility of his crafts-
manship is likewise evidenced by the inventory which
included ‘8% Doz. Walking Sticks & Rodds’’ and ‘“3}
Doz. Straw Hatts, some platt &c.”” His name appears
in several account books of early Philadelphians, in
1751, but no actual records have been found to show
what he charged for his chairs.

SAMUEL WILLIAMS, a Joyner and Lumber
dealer in Fourth below Market street, advertised, in
1770, that he had for sale ‘‘Windsor Chair plank’’2
and, in 1773,'® ‘‘a very large parcel of 2 inch poplar
plank, for chairs and bellows.”” This was evidently
for chair seats which were generally made of poplar;
that being a softer wood to work in, and the saddle
seats more readily fashioned from that wood.

JEDEDIAH SNOWDEN of Market street west of
Front street advertised, in 1773, as a Cabinet and
Windsor Chair-maker.!*

1 Alfred Coxe Prime’s Arts and Crafts in Philadelphia, Maryland and
South Carolina.

2 Pennsylvania Chronicle, July 11, 1770.

3 Pennsylvania Journael, June 2, 1773.

* I'bid., November 24, 1773.
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There were other chair-makers in Philadelphia, such
as Robert Barton, who advertised in 1739; Joseph
Saul, a Chair and Spinning wheel maker, in 1746;
James Cresson, a Chairmaker, who died in 1746 ; Caleb
Emlen, who made white chairs, children’s chairs, and
red chairs, and who died in 1748; and, Enoch Flower of
the District of Southwark, who died in 1773. But suf-
ficient evidence has not come to light to class them as
‘Windsor chair-makers.

Following these craftsmen were many others who
made Windsor chairs; the directories, from 1785 to
1800, give perhaps a score or more who produced this
particular type, but we are only interested here in
the earliest producers of such pieces and where they
sold them.

Unfortunately, no account books of our early
cabinet-makers are known. Comparatively few such
records of our first merchants remain for the student.
Such as have been examined may be found in The His-
torical Society of Pennsylvania, in a few libraries that
thought it necessary to preserve such records of old
Philadelphia mercantile life, and in one or two private
collections, which the writer has been privileged to use.
Records have been seen which show that over six thou-
sand chairs (mostly described as of the Windsor type),
were shipped from Philadelphia to other colonies, to
the West Indies, and even to Europe, prior to 1790;
yet in very few instances are the names of the chair-
makers mentioned in the record. Nearly all the ship-
ments seem to have been made by the merchants—or in
some cases by the Master of the vessel himself-——and
we are unable to ascertain which of the several Phila-
delphia Windsor chair-makers actually produced those
which were exported to other places. And, too, there
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are few shipping reports to be found; a very limited
number of the Custom House papers during the Colo-
nial period are in the collections of The Historical So-
ciety of Pennsylvania. It is believed that records of the
Customs Department prior to the Revolution were de-
stroyed when the British army occupied Philadelphia
in 1777-1778.
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From the original in The Historical Society of Pennsylvania

During the Colonial days the English law required
the Captain of the ship and one other person—usually
the owner—to give a bond that all shipments of iron
and lumber, or the products thereof, should not be
landed in Europe, North of Cape Finisterre (France),
except in Great Britain, Ireland, in the Madeiras, and
the Azore Islands.

‘When such a cargo was shipped—say for instance
to a New England port—the proper officer there made
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an official return to the Customs officer at the port of
shipment, advising just what cargo had been received.
Or, perhaps, the captain of the ship was required to
return it, as proof of delivery, in accordance with the
bond, to relieve the bondsmen of their liability. These
bonds were apparently required for every voyage the
vessel made with such a cargo.

Fortunately, a few of these official returns are still
to be seen, and from those examined one finds that in
the twenty-five months following July 12, 1766, over
four hundred and fifty chairs were shipped to the Bar-
badoes and other West India ports, to say nothing of
other pieces of furniture mentioned. The fact that
the captain or merchant shipper called them simply
¢Chairs,”’ is not sufficient evidence that Windsor
chairs were forwarded; but as that style was then so
popular, and as they were shipped in quantities vary-
ing from six pieces to ten dozen at a time, one is justi-
fied in assuming they were the Windsor type of chair.

The following table is taken from the few remaining
papers, in the files of The Historical Society of Penn-
sylvania, connected with the shipment of iron and
lumber products from Philadelphia, and might go on
indefinitely, if space permitted; but sufficient is given
to show the frequency of such shipments during this
pre-Revolutionary period. In this and the following
tabulations it has been thought best to leave out the
character of the vessel, whether a sloop, brig, schooner
or ship; and as there were four Betsys, from different
ports, the frequency of such sailings is explained.
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manifest does not specify Windsor chairs, it is more
than likely that they were chairs of that type than of

mahogany or walnut, judging by the number men-
tioned.
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From the original in The Historical Society of Pennsylvania

Other shipments of chairs and furniture immedi-
ately follow. These, as well as the succeeding tabula-
tions, are from books and papers in the Historical So-
ciety’s collections.
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The people of the Southern states were good patrons
of the Philadelphia Windsor chair-makers; Charles-
ton, South Carolina seems to have taken more than
any other section. From March 26, 1784, to August
24, 1786 (about eighteen months), there were 1,760
chairs sent to that city alone, while 1,734 went to vari-
ous Virginia ports. Georgia was third, receiving 538,
with North Carolina running close behind with 474 to
its credit. Various towns in the West Indies had 1,180,
and 192 of these went to Grenada in the Windward
Islands.

The South American port of Surinam, in Dutch
Guiana, received a shipment of four and a half dozen
chairs; and on December 14, 1784, the Danish Brig
Goodlookout sailed from Philadelphia for Hamburg,
Germany, with ‘‘26 doz. Chairs and 4 Settees’’ in her
cargo. This was the largest shipment of chairs to
Europe, and to the most distant port, which has been
noted. Surely these records prove the popularity of
the Philadelphia made chairs.

As time went on, and the Windsor chair from Phila-
delphia became better known, the shipments materially
increased. During the last four months of 1789, and the
beginning of 1790, every week saw a greater number
leave this port. They were sent in lots varying from
one dozen to twelve dozen, together with other varie- °
ties of furniture. In the majority of instances the lots
are described as ‘‘Chairs’’ or ‘““Windsor Chairs’’; but
now and then they were more particular and said
““Green Windsor Chairs.”” One entry reads ‘‘Red
chairs.”” Mahogany pieces were usually so described ;
for instance, the Nonpareil left Philadelphia on March
31, 1790, for Norfolk with ‘‘eighteen chairs, six Wind-
sor chairs, ten mahogany Tables, one Desk, and 1000
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feet Mahogany lumber’’ consigned to Mr. Feather-
bridge. In August, 1789, the sloop Philadelphia car-
ried to Charleston, twelve Windsor chairs and two set-
tees (shipper’s name not given); also six dozen
Windsor chairs and three chaises, shipped by John
Bringhurst, a local carriage builder. The Charleston
Packet'™ seems to have traded regularly between this
port and the South Carolina city in 1784 and 1785, and
on almost every voyage South her manifests show
chairs as part of the cargo. In one instance there were
thirteen dozen; and one is inclined to believe they were
all Windsor chairs.

In only three instances do the entries show the name
of a local chair maker shipping his product direct from
his workshop to customers. These are by Francis
Trumble, heretofore mentioned.

During the period from 1789 to 1790, there were 454
chairs sent to Virginia; 178 to Georgia; 280 to North
Carolina; 1,790 to Charleston; 450 to the Barbadoes,
and 690 to other ports in the West Indies.

¥ The manifest, dated August 4, 1783, states that the Philadelphia
built brig, Charleston Packet, 48 tons burthen, William Allibone, Mas-

ter, was owned by William Allibone, John Patton and Francis Gurney,
all of Philadelphia,
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From the original in The Historical Society. Interesting from the
standpoint of illumination. Shows the Flag with thirteen stars and
Latin motto. The words, “here made,” after 36 chairs, indicate local
production
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PENNSYLVANIA VERSUS THE THEATRE

By WILLIAM 8. DYE, Jr.,, AM, PhD.
Professor of English Literature at The Pennsylvania State College

The founding of the American colonies was coinci-
dent not only with most important historical and po-
litical events in England, but also with exceedingly
significant literary events. Jamestown was settled in
the early years of the Stuart régime; the New England
colonists came when the Puritan revolt, that was to
dash itself madly and successfully on the second of the
Stuarts, was gathering so much momentum that those
in authority were quite willing to have these recalei-
trants move to the new world; and the Dutch came to
New Netherlands and settled in between the Virginia
and the New England colonists, a rather interesting
way of separating cavalier from Puritan in the new
world, during the time when civil war was brewing in
England. By the middle of the century, while Crom-
well ruled in England, the Swedes had come to the
Delaware, and during the Restoration period not only
did Englishmen settle in the Jerseys but they also
drove the Dutch from New Amsterdam. As the last
quarter began, Penn received his grant to Pennsyl-
vania. When his colony was only six years old, the
Stuarts from whom he had received the land, gave
place to William and Mary—part Orange, part Stuart.

The century thus given over to colonization is re-
plete also with literary geniuses and remarkable liter-
ary productions. By the time the first colony was es-
tablished, William Shakespeare had already reached
the apex of his career; Ben Jonson was in the heyday
of his dramatic production, while a host of lesser
dramatists erowded the boards with good plays. Fran-
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cis Bacon was in full stride, music flourished, song
writers sang sweetly. Two years after the colony was
established, the King James version of the Bible was
published. In the years immediately succeeding the
founding of New England, the early poems of the Puri-
tan genius, John Milton, were given to the world, and,
side by side with him, a group of Anglican and Puri-
tan apologists, was writing, as was a fine coterie of
poets, some ribald, some pious. The later years of
the century saw the rise into literary prominence of a
new company of writers. In the first decade after the
Restoration, when Milton was producing his most last-
ing poems, John Dryden was rising to fame. At the
same time, there was being produced and published
the first comedy efforts of that brilliant, outspoken,
licentious crew of restoration dramatists.

It is to be remembered that not only did the political
and social conditions in England strongly influence
those instrumental in founding colonies in the new
world, but the literature and its attitude toward the
conditions and thought of the day profoundly affected
their points of view and their early attempts at liter-
ary production. This study, dealing only with the col-
ony of Pennsylvania, is concerned entirely with the
effect produced by conditions in England on the
thought of one group of writers, the Puritans, and on
the actions of another, the Quakers, as these actions
were expressed in certain definite repressive laws.

In order to understand the effect of these conditions
on certain Pennsylvania laws, it is not only desirable
but necessary to examine in part, at least, the attitude
of the proprietor, William Penn. Penn, the scion of a
wealthy and influential family, had turned Quaker. In
the latter part of the sixties, he was incarcerated in the
Tower and there he wrote his book ‘“No Cross, No
Crown’’ (1668), setting forth his attitude toward the
religious and social questions of the day.
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When the country became more settled after the
War of Independence, the chairmakers as well as the
merchants appear to have been busy supplying the in-
habitants of the Southern states and the West Indies
with Windsor chairs. It is greatly regretted that the
books of record do not always show the names of the
shippers, and this information can only be gathered
from scattered sources and the facts pieced together.
For example, if the outward bound shipment books
show a certain vessel carried chairs, and one is fortu-
nate enough to know which merchants generally
shipped such material, or, if his books show the pur-
chase of chairs from a local maker about that time,
then, in some cases it can be definitely shown that they
went on such a ship as the Customs books record. As a
general thing it was from a local merchant, and not the
craftsman, that the purchaser in other ports, secured
the chairs along with other merchandise. In very few
instances are both the shipper’s and the consignee’s
name given. If the latter, then it is usually found that
he is a merchant and not a consumer. Then again,
many cargoes were sent out on a ‘“Venture’’ by a local
merchant or by the captain and vessel owners them-
selves; in which case the seller here or the buyer at the
port of destination is not revealed.

On June 7, 1783, the sloop Sally sailed for New York
with ¢‘1 Desk, 1 Table, 1 Tea Board,’’ shipped by ‘‘Mr.
Buckley.”’ Two days later the Charming Polly had in
her cargo a desk, a book-case and sundry furniture,
shipped by John Larboteaux. On November 19th, the
ship Philadelphia carried 26 chairs, 3 tables, 1 desk,
1 nest of drawers and a clock, but neither the shipper
nor the consignee is mentioned in the entry. On July
5, 1783, the Columbia had in cargo ‘‘One hundred &
Twenty Chairs’’ shipped by Jacob Jarvis, the owner
of the ship, to be delivered in New York.!® While the

8 Original manifest in The Historical Society of Pennsylvania.





