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COVER ILLUSTRATION: Portrait of Charles Brockden Brown; engraving by H. G. Halls,
Philadelphia, after an oil portrait by James Sharples; HSP collection. Known as the “father of the
American novel,” the Philadelphia-born Charles Brockden Brown (1771-1810) was the author of
Wieland (1798), Ormond (1799), Edgar Huntly (1799), Arthur Mervyn (1799/1800), and numerous
other wrtings, including a tract on the rights of women. Arthur Mervyn is widely known for its lurid
description of the yellow fever epidemic in Philadelphia in 1793. For another view of this novel, see Mark
Decker, “A Bumpkin before the Bar: Arthur Mervyn and Class Anxiety in Postrevolutionary

Philadelphia,” in this issue on pp. 469-87.
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