
The State as a Work of Art
Design, Technology, and Social Reform, 1876-1917

PUBLISHED SINCE 1877 BY
THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA

CXXVI • 2

............... ....... ........ .............. .. ... ........ ... . ...... .... ..... . . .

PMHB



ED]TORIAL ADVISORY
COMMIPTEE

RICHARD R. BEEMAN

University of Pennsylvania

RICHARD S. DUNN
McNeil Center/or Early
American Studies

J. WILLIAM FROST
Swarthmore College

JACK P. GREENE
Johns Hopkins University

EMMA JONES
LAPSANSKY

Haverford College

J. A. LEO LEMAY
University of Delaware

RANDALL M. MILLER
SaintJoseph's University

CARLA MULFORD
Pennsylvania S/ate
University

GARY B. NASI I
University of Callfbrnia,

Los Angeles

JEAN R. SODERLUND
Lehigh University

DA IE STI LLMAN
University of Dlaware

DELL IPTON
University of California,

Berkeley

RUSSELL. F. WEIGLEY
Temple Universiot
SFEPI IANIE GRAUMAN
WOLF

McNeil Centerjbr Early
American Studies

Editor
SHARON ANN HOLT

Managing Editor
JAMES E. WHEATLEY

BOOK REVIEWS

H IGGINIOTI 1AM, ed., George Washington Reconsidered,
by John W. Kuehl

Fox, Sweet Land ofLiberty: The Ordeal ofthe American
Revolution in Northampton County, Pennsylvania,
by Liam Riordan

RoisErESON, Parker Pillsbury: RadicalAbolitionist,
Male Feminist, by John Stauffer

Mi nisi rJON, Landmarks on the Iron Road:
Two Centuries of North American
Railroad Engineering, by john K. Brown

LiWIS, Frank Farness: Architecture and the Violent
Mind, by Ian M. G. Quimby

PEITZMAN, ANew and Untried Course:
Woman 's Medical College and Medical College of
Pennsylvania, 1850-1998, by Allison L. Hepler

WI IALEN, From Puerto Rico to Philadelphia:
Puerto Rican Workers and Postwar Economies,
by Eric Ledell Smith

PROWN\ND HAWTMAN, eds, American Artifacts
Essays in Material Culture, by Gerald W. R. Ward

Fouti, The Fourth Great Awakening and the Future of
4litarianimni, by David Harrington Watt

McGIRR, Suburban Warriors: The Origins of the New
Ameican Right, by Matthew Lyons

COVER ILLUSTRATION- floor tile mosaic representing a blast furnace, 1903-08.
This was one of over four hundred mosaics designed and produced by Henry
Chapman Mercer for the floor of the Pennsylvania State Capitol building in Har-
risburg. Mercer's Moravian Pottery and Tile Works in Doylestown, Pennsylvania,
is now a "working museum." Courtesy of the Pennsylvania Capitol Preservation
Committee.

341

343

344

346

348

352

354

355

357

359



THE

PENN SYLVANIA
MAGAZINE
OF HISTORYAND BIOGRAPHIY

VOLUME CXXVi April]2002 NO. 2

INTRODUCTION

THE STATE AS A WORK OF ART: DESIGN, TECHNOLOGY, AND

SOC AL REFORM, 1876-1917 Patricia Likos Ricci 163

TOWARD AN ICONOGRAPHY OF A STATE CAPITOL: THE ART AND

ARCHITECTURE OF THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE CAPITOL,

IN HARRISBURG Ingrid Steffinsen 185

VIOLET OAKLEY: AMERICAN RENAISSANCE WOMAN
Patricia Likos Ricd 217

"THE HAPPY EMPLOYMENT OF MEANS TO ENDS": FRANK FURNESS'S

LIBRARY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA AND THE

INDUSTRIAL CULTURE OF PHILADELPHIA George E. Thomas 249

ENGINEERING THE METROPOLIS: WILLIAM SELLERS,

JOSEPH M. WILSON, AND INDUSTRIAL PHILADELPHIA

Domenic Vitiello 273

UTOPIA BY TAXATION: FRANK STEPHENS AND THE SINGLE TAx

COMMUNITY OF ARDEN, DELAWARE Mark Taylor 305

ESSAY REVIEW J A Leo Lemay 327

BOOK REVIEWS



Contributors

J. A. LEo LEMArY is H. F. du Pont Winterthur Professor of English at the Uni-
versity of Delaware and the author or editor of several books on Benjamin
Franklin.

PATRICIA LIKoS Riccl has a doctorate from Bryn Mawr College and is currently
an associate professor of art history at Elizabethtown College. As curator of the
Violet Oakley Memorial Foundation, she began reconstructing the careers of
Oakley and her circle in 1976. Recently, she has written on Emily Sartain and
Thomas Eakins. She received a 2001 Arts Commentary fellowship from the
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts in partnership with the Pennsylvania Hu-
manities Council.

INGRID STEFFENSEN is the author of Marble Palaces, Temples ofArt;Art Museums,
Architecture, andAmerican Culture, 1890-1930 (1998), and has written recently
on such subjects as architect Cass Gilbert, artist Kenyon Cox, and the 1897
competition for the New York Public Library. She is currently teaching Ameri-
can art at Rutgers University.

MARK TAYLOR is an independent scholar and lecturer who lives in Arden, Dela-
ware. He served as guest curator for the exhibition Art, Craft, and the Utopian
Ideal:Arden, Delaware (1900-1935) held at the Delaware Art Museum in 2000.

GEORGE E. THOMAS received his doctorate from the University of Pennsylvania
in 1975. He has served on the university's faculty since 1978, teaching in the
urban studies, historic preservation, and architecture programs, while simulta-
neously running a preservation practice and writing on American architecture
and culture after the Civil War. When he is not at his computer or on a con-
struction site, he fishes in the Atlantic Ocean.

DOMENIC VITIELLO is a consultant in urban history and historic preservation with
George E. Thomas Associates and a doctoral candidate in American history at
the University of Pennsylvania.

Tiir PENNSYLVANIA MAGxzINE OF HISi )RY ANi) BiocitP'inY is published each quarter injanuary,
April July, and October by THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA, 1300 Locust
Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107-5699. Yearly subscriptions: individual, 535.00; institutional, 550.00.
Back issues: Selected issues and annual bound volumes are available. Query editors for availability and
price. Authorization for academic photoeopying- Copyright Clearance Center, Inc., Academic Per-
missions Service, 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923. Submissions: All communications
should be addressed to the editor. Email may be sent to pmhb@hsp.org. Articles submitted for publi-
cation should be sent to the editor in triplicate and should conform to The Chicago Manual f Style.
Manuscripts will not be returned unless accompanied by a staned, self-addressed envelope. For sub-
mission guidelines, visit the PMIH web page (http//hsp.org) or send an SASE. The editor does not
assume responsibility for statements of fact or of opinion nde by the contributors.

e The Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 2002. All rights reserved. (ISSN 0031-4587)


