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COVER ILLUSTRATION: “Plan of Mr. Fitch’s Steam Boat” (Society Print Collection,
Historical Society of Pennsylvania). This print, which originally appeared in the
December 1786 issue of the Columbian Magazine, shows the steam-powered skiff
that John Fitch tested on the Delaware River in July 1786. For an interpretation of
Fitch’s private and public struggle with entrepreneurship at the end of the

eighteenth century, see Ric N. Caric’s article in this issue.
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