
Editorial 

This month marks the 150th anniversary of the Emancipation 
Proclamation, signed by President Lincoln, which declared over three 
million enslaved African Americans free. Lincoln considered the 
Proclamation the “central act” of his administration and “the great event 
of the nineteenth century.” It remains perhaps the most revolutionary act 
of any American president. While it most directly impacted slaves and 
masters in the seceded states, its consequences were much more far reach-
ing. For African Americans in Pennsylvania—which had led the way 
toward emancipation with its Gradual Abolition Act of 1780—and 
throughout the nation, the Proclamation represented a major step in the 
fulfillment of the promise of the nation’s founding. But emancipation, as 
the essays in this special issue commemorating this important document 
make clear, is a process—one which began well before January 1, 1863, 
and which continues to the present day. The Pennsylvania Magazine of 
History and Biography, published in our nation’s birthplace, thought it 
fitting to recognize and celebrate the new birth of freedom brought forth 
by Lincoln’s Proclamation 150 years ago so that we may be reminded of 
its promise and better work to nurture its growth in the years to come. 

Erica Armstrong Dunbar and Randall Miller, of the University of 
Delaware and St. Joseph’s University, respectively, are the true midwives 
of this issue of PMHB. I am fortunate to have been able to rely upon their 
energy and expertise. I leave you now in their capable hands. 

Tamara Gaskell 
Editor 



Emancipation Proclamation, 1863, owned by the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania, signed by President Lincoln and Secretary of State Seward. This 
copy is one of forty-eight autographed printings by Frederick Leypoldt in 
Philadelphia for Charles Godfrey Leland and George H. Boker for sale as 
fundraisers at the Great Central Sanitary Fair held in Philadelphia in June 1864. 
http://digitallibrary.hsp.org/index.php/Detail/Object/Show/object_id/691 
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