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COVER ILLUSTRATION: Nellie Rathbone Bright with students at the Reynolds 
School, Nellie Rathbone Bright Family Papers (Collection 2057), Historical So-
ciety of Pennsylvania, available at http://digitallibrary.hsp.org/index.php/Detail/
Object/Show/idno/15220. Nellie Rathbone Bright’s career as a writer, educator, 
and activist spanned over thirty years and included founding a literary journal, 
serving as a school principal, and testifying before Congress. Yet she resigned 
abruptly from her last position in 1952, when she was in her mid-fi fties. In this 
issue, Erika Kitzmiller traces this abrupt conclusion to the interconnected roles of 
race, gender, sexuality, and anticommunist hysteria. See Kitzmiller, “Nellie Rath-
bone Bright: Acclaimed Author, Educator Activist, Un-American Woman?”
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cesses and current reform efforts that have contributed to and challenged 
educational inequalities today. She is currently fi nishing her fi rst book man-
uscript, The Roots of Educational Inequality, which examines the social, polit-
ical, and economic factors that contributed to the rise and demise of urban 
schools across the twentieth and into the twenty-fi rst century.  

LAUREN LEFTY is a doctoral candidate in the history of education at New 
York University. Her research interests include the global and transnational 
dimensions of United States and Latin American educational history, 
Latinx education, US empire, and urban history. Her dissertation, “Seize the 
Schools, Que Viva Puerto Rico Libre: Cold War Education Politics in New 
York and San Juan, 1948–1975,” explores these themes. Before beginning 
doctoral work, Lauren taught middle and high school and worked in educa-
tion policy for the New York City Department of Education.

ROBERT EARNEST MILLER earned his PhD from the University of 
Cincinnati in 1991, where he currently teaches courses in modern US his-
tory. His interest in writing a biography of Raymond Walters stemmed 
from research he did for an earlier book, World War II Cincinnati: From the 
Front Lines to the Home Front (The History Press, 2014).

ERIKA PIOLA is associate curator of prints and photographs and co-director 
of the Visual Culture Program at the Library Company of Philadelphia. She 
is editor and contributor to Philadelphia on Stone: Commercial Lithography 
in Philadelphia, 1828–1878 (2012). Ms. Piola has also presented and pub-
lished work on American visual culture, nineteenth-century ephemera, 
and the antebellum Philadelphia print market.

ETHAN SCHRUM is an assistant professor of history at Azusa Pacifi c 
University and an affi liated scholar of the Institute for Advanced Studies 
in Culture at the University of Virginia. His essays on the role of universi-
ties in post–World War II America have appeared in History of Education 
Quarterly, Perspectives on the History of Higher Education, and Social Science 
History. Cornell University Press will publish his fi rst book, Administering 
American Modernity: The Instrumental University in the Postwar United 
States, in 2018.

This content downloaded from 
�������������128.118.7.107 on Fri, 20 Jan 2023 21:30:33 UTC������������� 

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



MARGERY N. SLY is Director of Special Collections at Temple University 
Libraries.

JONATHAN ZIMMERMAN is professor of the history of education at the 
University of Pennsylvania. A former Peace Corps volunteer and high 
school teacher, Zimmerman is the author most recently of Campus Politics: 
What Everyone Needs to Know (Oxford, 2016) and, with Emily Robertson, 
of The Case for Contention: Teaching Controversial Issues in American Schools 
(Chicago, 2017). His fi ve previous books addressed themes such as his-
tory instruction, religion in schools, sex education, and schooling in pop-
ular memory. Zimmerman is also a frequent oped contributor to the New 
York Times, the Washington Post, and other popular newspapers and mag-
azines. Before coming to Penn in 2016, Zimmerman taught for 20 years at 
New York University. In 2008 he received NYU’s Distinguished Teaching 
Award, its highest honor for teaching.

This content downloaded from 
�������������128.118.7.107 on Fri, 20 Jan 2023 21:30:33 UTC������������� 

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms




