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George D. Peterson, Ph.D.
Executive Director
ABET

Dr. George D. Peterson is the Executive Director of the Accreditation Board for
Engineering and Technology, Incorporated (ABET). He is the former Section Head of
Faculty and Teaching Development, Division of Undergraduate Education, at the
National Science Foundation (NSF) in Washington, DC, and from 1988 until 1989 he
served at the NSF as Program Director in the Undergraduate Science, Engineering and
Mathematics Education Division. Dr. Peterson was chairman, Department of Electrical
Engineering at the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, from 1983 to 1988. He
was the Assistant Vice President for Academic Affairs and Professor of Electrical
Engineering at Morgan State University in Baltimore, Maryland, from 1988 to 1993. Dr.
George Peterson served as an officer in the United States Air Force for over 21 years,
retiring with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. During his Air Force career, he was
awarded the Bronze Star Medal, The Meritorious Service Medal (with Gold Star Device),
and the Air Force Commendation Medal. Dr. Peterson received his B.S. from North
Carolina AT&T State, his M.S. from the Air Force Institute of Technology and his Ph.D.
from the University of Illinois, all in electrical engineering.

Ed Parrish, Ph.D.
President
Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Dr. Parrish received the B.E.E., M.EE., and Sc.D. degrees in electrical engineering from
the University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA. Prior to beginning his engineering
education he served in the U.S. Air Force for four years. Dr. Parrish has been a faculty
member at the University of Virginia, Vanderbilt University and since 1995 President of
Worcester Polytechnic Institute and Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering.
Dr. Parrish is a recognized authority on engineering education and has served in a variety
of capacities within engineering accreditation. He has served on the Engineering
Accreditation Commission of ABET since 1989. Dr. Parrish is a Fellow of IEEE and has
held numerous positions at the national level. He has published more than 100 papers in
the area of pattern recognition and image processing. He is a member of the honor
societies Tau Beta Pi, Eta Kappa Nu and Sigma Xi and is listed in Who’s Who in
Engineering as well as many other such registries.
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