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Karen L. Butler is an assistant professor in the department of electrical engineering at Texas A&M
University. She received a B.S. degree from Southern University — Baton Rouge in 1985, a M.S. degree
from the University of Texas at Austin in 1987, and a Ph.D. degree from Howard University in 1994, all in
electrical engineering. In 1988-1989, Dr. Butler was a Member of Technical Staff at Hughes Aircraft Co.
in Culver City, California.

Dr. Butler was a recipient of a 1996 Faculty Early Career Award and 1999 Office of Naval Research
Young Investigator Award. Also she is a 1998-1999 Center for Teaching Excellence Montague Scholar.
Her research focuses on the areas of computer and intelligent systems applications in power distribution
automation, and modeling and simulation of vehicles and power systems. She is an author of several
publications in the areas of power system protection and intelligent systems and has made invited
presentations in Nigeria and India. She is the Assistant Director of the Power System Automation
Laboratory at Texas A&M University. She is a registered professional engineer in the States of Louisiana,
Texas, and Mississippi.

Presenters
Anita Borg
President, Institute for Women and Technology

Victoria Friedensen
Program Officer
National Academy of Engineering

Krishna Athreya
Coordinator, Program for Women in Science and Engineering
Iowa State Universtty

MOVING BEYOND INDIVIDUAL PROGRAMS TO SYSTEMIC CHANGE
1999 WEPAN National Conference

157



MOVING BEYOND INDIVIDUAL PROGRAMS TO SYSTEMIC CHANGE

158 1999 WEPAN National Conference





