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Book Notes
A Treatise on Heraldry British and Foreign. By John Woodward

and George Burnett. (Rutland, Vermont: Charles E. Turtle
Company, 1969. Pp. 858. English Glossary, French Glossary, Ap-
pendices, Index. New Introduction by L.G. Pine. $17.50.)

This beautiful book bound in crimson silk, on the highly technical
subject of heraldry (actually the "science of armorial bearings," ac-
cording to the Random House Dictionary),has been written so that
the lay person may enjoy it.He could spend hours in poring over the
colored plates alone. From reading the book he could learn who are
really "noble," how to use the terms "Gentlemen" and "Esquire"
properly, and how the Crusades and tournaments influenced the de-
velopment of coat armor, and how personal devices finally became
hereditary arms.

The use of color and the varied shapes of the shields are fascinat-
ing. There were so many categories from which to select the symbols
for armorial bearings :crosses, the human figure, beasts, birds, rep-
tiles, insects, griffins and dragons, the stars ;plants, for example the
fleur-de-lis of France, the rose of England, the thistle of Scotland;
military and ecclesiastical symbols.

Heraldry deals with knotty problems such as the adoption of a
wife's arms, the quartering of a shield, the indication of illegitimacy.
Badges, too, were early heraldic devices, using knots, or the planta
genista from which the Plantagenets derived their name, and the red
and white roses of England. The authors give special consideration
to external ornaments, such as crowns, and coronets, flags, banners,
and standards.

The book goes beyond the average book on heraldry, giving
original evidences derived from representations of arms which exist,
for example, in windows or in carvings. Itis not limited to England
or Scotland, but is European in scope.

The Origin and Signification of Scottish Surnames. By Clifford
Stanley Sims. (Rutland, Vermont: Charles E. Tuttle Company,
1969. Pp. 122. $3.25.)

What's in a name? To the Scotch and Scotch-Irish of Western
Pennsylvania, a great deal. For these people, then, is The Origin and
Signification of Scottish Surnames, a reprint by the Charles E. Tuttle
Company of a book first published in 1862.
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Sims has divided Scottish surnames into two classes, Highland
and Lowland, and has also compiled in the back of the book a list of
Christian names common in Scotland. Scottish people, beginning
extensively in the thirteenth century, have derived their surnames
from localities, baptismal names, trades, offices and professions,
peculiarities of body and mind, and native land. Locality: Lennox,
Carnegie. Especially are Lowland names derived from localities be-
cause of Norman influence: Carmichael, Rutherford. Baptismal
names :Henderson, Dickson. Occupation and trades :Hunter, Baillie,
Armour. Peculiarities or physical characteristics: Boyd, fair com-
plexioned; Douglas, swarthy; Cameron, crooked nose; Campbell,
crooked mouth. Native land: Inglis, an Englishman; Fleming and
Ireland; Galbreath, the strange Briton, Gall, strange, and Breaton,
a Briton.

Some surnames are poetical. Abercromby, Aber, a place where
two streams meet, crombie, a bend. Barclay, Berkley, birch field.
Fraser (Norman) is a pretty one, the three fraises or strawberry
leaves in their arms. And Hepburn is a fragrant surname : the sweet
briar by the brook.


