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EXHIBITS 


Visible Storage 
Opening this Winter 

Did you know that the History Center, like most 

other museums, only has about 15 percent of 

its museum collections on display? This gallery 

is designed to give visitors a behind the scenes 

look at how we store and care for a variety of 

objects in our collection. On view is a sampling 

of our rolled storage, hanging racks used to 

support paintings and signs, objects protected 

in museum cabinets and drawers, and heavy 

or large artifacts stored on aluminum pallets. 

Avariety of stora2e techniques can be viewed In VlslblB StorafB, 
a part of the s120 Falk Collections Center. 
Photo by Liz Slmspon. 

Fall 2015 - Ongoing Exhibits 

Visitors can take their photo In a World war II Jeep 
Inside WB Can Do Hf WWII. 
Photo byNrto llxlda. 
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We Can Do It! WWII 
Through January 3, 2016 

This 10,000 square-foot exhibition fo
cuses on Pittsburgh's role on both the 
home front and the battlefield during 
World War II using 300 artifacts, four 
life-like museum figures, and interac
tive displays. Learn about the Jeep, 
created in Butler, Pa., and the stories 
behind "Rosie the Riveters" and local 
Tuskegee Airmen. 

Close-Up Photographs from the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 2014 
Through January 2016 

From Slavery to Freedom 
Explore 250 years of African 
American history in Pennsylvania 

Western Pennsylvania 
Sports Museum 

Pittsburgh: A Tradition 
ofInnovation 

Heinz 

Special Collections Gallery 
Treasures that celebrate our ethnicity, 
industry, innovation, and lifestyle. 

Glass: Shattering Notions 

Rediscovering Lewis & Clark: 
A Journey with the Rooney Family 

Prine Collection 
of Woodworking Planes 

Wrought Metal Treasures 
from the Blum Collection 

Clash ofEmpires: 
The British, French & Indian War, 
1754-1763 

At the Fort Pitt Museum 

Captured by Indians: Warfare 
& Assimilation on the 18th 
Century Frontier 

At Meadowcroft Rockshelter and 

Historic Village: 

From Trails to Trains 



PRESIDENT's MESSAGE 

by Andrew E. Masich 

President & CEO 

Our Past is the Key 
to the Future 
The History Center's Board, staff, and members 

believe in looking to the future and that long

range strategic planning is essential to achieving 

our mission, especially when resources are 

limited. Our mission is pretty simple: history is 

the key to unlocking a better future. This means 

we preserve and interpret American history 

with a Western Pennsylvania connection in 

order to help people make good decisions in the 

present and to plan for the future. 

Since 1879, the History Center (then 

known as the Historical Society of Western 

Pennsylvania) has been a volunteer organization. 

Yes, we have an amazingly talented and 

hardworking staff, but the Board of Directors, 

hundreds of volunteers, and thousands of 

members all contribute their time, talent, and 

resources. We also need our volunteers' ideas. 

As we begin our next strategic planning 

cycle, we need you to share your thoughts 

about the future of history education. Please 

drop us a line. What are we doing right? What 

can we improve? How can we more effectively: 
•Reach larger and more diverse audiences? 

•Work in partnership with others? 

•Develop programs that are relevant to 

our communities? 

•Increase earned income to ensure sus

tainability? 

The History Center is Pittsburgh's 

oldest cultural institution. Today, it is also 

Pennsylvania's largest history museum and a 

proud affiliate of the Smithsonian Institution. 

Working together, I am confident that we 

can make a real difference in our region and 

beyond by instilling a sense of pride and 

inspiring future generations with the same 

"We can do it!" spirit that built Pittsburgh and 

made American history. 

Send your thoughts to 


AndyMasich@heinzhistorycenter.org 


Learn more about Rosie the Riveter and Western 
Pennsylvania's real-life Rosles In the Ws Can Do /ti 
World war11 exhibition. 
[ducatlonDivision, 
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Up Front
 

Meadowcroft 
By David Scofield
 

Director, Meadowcroft
 

Rockshelter and Historic Village
 

Sixty Years Ago: The Discovery 
of a Lifetime 

Most of us would have walked past without 

notice, but Albert Miller’s keen eyes led him 

to the discovery of a lifetime. The forest floor 

was covered with a damp mosaic of fallen 

leaves, and the autumn air carried a faint 

babbling from Cross Creek, flowing 40 feet 

below the rugged cliff face. It was November 

12, 1955, and, without realizing it, Albert 

was about to set off a chain of events that 

would change the scientific understanding 

of when the first people arrived on the North 

American continent. 

Albert was the great-great-grandson 

of George Miller, a Scots-Irish immigrant 

who had come to America in the late 18th 

century and purchased land in Washington 

County. That land became Bancroft Farm 

and remained in the Miller family for two 

centuries—until Albert’s death in 1999. “The 

Cliffs,” as they had been referred to on early 

maps, were along the north bank of Cross 

Creek on the southern edge of Bancroft Farm. 

An avid outdoorsman, Albert 

instinctively knew the large rock overhang 

he was approaching provided shelter from 

the elements and made a perfect campsite, 

perhaps as it might have for Indian hunting 

parties long ago. The sandstone “roof ” kept 

the space underneath it dry and the southern 

orientation meant it had the maximum benefit 

from the sun’s warmth. It was also high above 

the creek and safe from any threat of flood. In 

the center of the sheltered area, there remained 

a fire pit still used by the occasional camper. 

However, what caught Albert’s eye on this day 

was a groundhog hole set against the back rock 

wall. His insatiable curiosity lured him over 

to the hole and he began to investigate. With 

some avocational experience in archaeology, 

Albert decided to go home, retrieve his shovel 

and a screen, and sift through the material he 

removed from the hole. 

A page from Albert’s journal reveals 

that he dug down to a depth of four feet that 

day.  He found charcoal, as well as pieces of  

bone, mussel shell, flint,  and a turtle shell.  At  

32 inches deep he found a flint knif e blade.  

This tangible evidence convinced him that  

the rock shelter was indeed used by native  

hunters in past centuries. Curiosity once again  

demanded the shovel, but wisdom prevailed as  

Albert determined further excavation should  

be done professionally. 

Albert Miller visits the Rockshelter in  
1973, the first year of excavation.   
Photo by David Gourley. 

Concerned that word of Indian “relics” 

would attract looters to the site, Albert was 

selective about those with whom he shared his 

discovery. He later wrote, “An archaeological 

site is like reading a book written long ago. Pot 

hunters looking for something of monetary 

value would proceed to destroy these unread 

pages.” Albert was searching for someone who 



UP FRONT 

would appreciate the book and read every page. 

It was a long wait. Albert recalled, "The site 

to me as the years went by was like knowing 

there was a building loaded with history and 

collectibles that would eventually be mine, but 

which I was not permitted to see until a future 

time- like grandmother's closed attic that 

would sometime be yours:' 

Thirteen years later, in 1968, two trusted 

professionals visited the site: Dr. Don Dragoo 

of the Carnegie Museum of Natural History, 

and Dr. Phil Jack of California State College. 

They showed some interest but neither wanted 

to conduct an excavation. 

Another five years passed 

before a new member of 

the University of Pittsburgh 

faculty, Dr. James Adovasio, 

was in search of a site to 

conduct a summer field 

school in archaeology. Dr. Jack pointed 

Adovasio to the Meadowcroft Rockshelter, and 

the first professional excavation ofthe site took 

place in the summer of 1973. 

The following summer, the first 

radiocarbon dates were processed at the 

Smithsonian Institution, revealing a human 

presence at the site for at least 16,000 years. Since 

the excavation began, over two million objects 

have been recovered from the site including 

20,000 artifacts (objects made or modified 

by people) and 2.3 million ecofacts (natural 

objects such as plant and animal remains). 

Albert Miller's curiosity, knowledge, and 

wisdom were not only responsible for the 

discovery of the Meadowcroft Rockshelter 

60 years ago, but also for preserving the 

fragile pages of his "unread book." It was the 

discovery of a lifetime! 

Above: 
The Meadowcroft Rockshelter photographed
by Albert Miller In February 1979. 
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Below: 
The Meadowcroft Rockshelter as experienced 
by visitors today.
C 2008 [d Masseiy. 
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THOMAS & K ATH ERINE D ETRE 

LIBRARY & ARCHIVES 
TREASURES 


By Nicholas Hartley, Project Archivist 


The Westinghouse Time Capsule 

At one o'clock in the afternoon on the 1938 

autumnal equinox, September 23, on the 

grounds of the New York World's Fair, the 

Westinghouse Time Capsule descended into a 

hole in the earth, not to be seen again for 5000 

years. Project coordinator George E. Pendray 

dubbed the capsule's distant heirs "futurians;' 

who in AD 6039 are intended to unearth 

the capsule and decipher its contents, which 

include reels of microfilmed text on science, 

religion, philosophy, engineering and the arts, 

as well as more than 40 articles ofcommon use, 

including a toothbrush, electric razor, money, 

and a baseball. It is hoped that the contents 

of the capsule will provide a representative 

sampling of 20th century civilization. 

If you've wondered what the contents 

look like, an impressive replica of the Time 

Capsule can be viewed in the History Center's 

exhibit, Pittsburgh: A Tradition oflm1ovation. 

What is not often appreciated is how quickly 

the project- from conception to burial 

was completed. Pendray took a two-week 

vacation in June 1938, and when he returned, 

he brought the idea of a "time bomb" that 

would preserve a "cross-section of our time" 

while also presenting the Westinghouse 

brand in a positive and forward -thinking 

light (the theme of the World's Fair was "the 

World of Tomorrow"). 

A board of directors who acknowledged 

its promotional value quickly approved the 

project. Pen draycontacted dozens of specialists 

WU T£RN PENNSYLVANIA HISTUY I fALL 2D IS 6 

in all fields-a rchaeologists, astronomers, 

geophysicists, even fashion experts-seeking 

advice on what ought to be included in the 

capsule and preserved for posterity. In the 

span of two months Pendray gathered the 

contents, prepared a Book of Record intended 

to guide future archeologists to the location 

of the capsule, and planned and executed the 

capsule's burial ceremony.' 

Pendray's tireless effort to see the 

Westinghouse Time Capsule created, filled, 

and buried is well documented in a box of 

correspondence, news releases, photographs, 

and notes in the Detre Library and Archives. 

The correspondence, in particular, presents a 

mosaic of reaction from the experts Pendray 

consulted during the selection of the capsule's 

contents. "Your letter ofAugust 9th must have 

immediate reply;• wrote H.E. Howe, editor 

of Industrial and Engineering Chemistry, 

"though I confess that the immensity of your 

project to include in a capsule a cross-section 

of our time almost laid me low." Conyers 

Read, Executive Secretary of the American 

Historical Association, misinterpreted 

Pendray's request for suggestions as a request 

for memorabilia: "The idea is an interesting 

one, but, as I understand it, the capsule is 

to be buried for some five thousand years 

and I doubt if there is anything to represent 

the production of the American Historical 

Association which would not be reduced to 

powder in that length of time."2 



Others. seem charmed by pendray ' 
s 
enthusiasm for the project and flattered by the 


chance to participate. Terry Ramsaye, editor 


of the Motion Picture Herald, for instance 


was happy to oblige with a "screed of about' 


three thousand (3,000) words, addressed to 


Professo . r 'X' 
' Archeologist, not to be opened
until the year 6938 ' Anno Dom· m1. , exp 1 ammg 
. . 


what 

worked
the 

"~ 
motion picture was and how 1.t 


,; When asked for a selection of five 

plays representative of our modern d " 

Ge J ay, 


.~rge ean Nathan, then a Newsweek theater 

cntic, promptly provided a list that included 


Eugene O'Neill's Strange Interlude and George 


Bernard Shaw's Too True to be G ood· 0 urTown 

which earned Thornton Wilder a Pul"t ' 
. th 1 zer 

P nze at year ' didn't mak e th e cut. 


ca~ule
When 

's 
presented with a draft of th


contents, Clark Wissler, Curator-i:


~1ef of the American Museum of Natural 


History, responded that it was " qmte 
.


ad. equate. " -alth
ough, he pointed out, it was 

m1ssmg information on the sewing mach· 


"th . 1ne, 

e principle of the stone and the chi rnney," 


ESTERN 
ONlV"lSTlll" \)l\llON NI0 N 


ftUGRcon ('OITYAPM'°'" · • ~mts~kltlf• fl«llratrfl/t..efC liiY ,....,_,ca~'"" , •· • "••••• .. - - _...... --- ,_,....._...=-.,_..._...,,.___..__........._,.......ruR"1'1'"~,...,......... ....,,,_.,,.IT•~'" 


~iv.d at \SEP iO N 9 02 
w,620 4q HL f::BR"- ! NERD 1rnrn 20 

WES{ INGHOUSi aEctR IC ANO 14FG CO: 

NYK: 

PRESS NotlCE REVEALS THAI NO WOMAN HAS BEEN AS~EO ro 
MAKE SJATEMENl ON CIVILIZAT I ON Of OUR DAY {O BE . 
ENCLOSED IN YOOR 'J;HAE CAPSULE. MEN 0~~ SHOULD BE JUST. 

WI LL YOU ft OT ASK URS CARR IE CHAPIM~CAtl;.. NEWRO,OiELLE NY 
FOR LETTER? tftEN AND WOMEN TOOflHER PRODUCED OU~ CIV ILIZAT ION 

ROSE ARNOLD PO~Ell FOU~DER OF susAn B AntHOMY f~Ull. 

193S. 

Left: 
A telejlram from Rose Arnold Powell 
to the Westlnjlhouse Electric 
Corporation makes an appeal to 
Include representation of women. 

AllBUet 2:1• 1P$8 

UP FRONT 


Below: 
~tter from Clark Wissler, curator-In-Chief 

the Department of AnthropolO!lY at the 
:merlcan Museum of Natural History to 

en dray concernlna- the contents of ihe 
Westlnjlhouse Time Capsule. 
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and images of religious ceremonies and 

weddings. "Otherwise I miss nothing except 

adequate treatment of the school and home. 

Something else could be sacrificed for that."• 

It wasn't until after the capsule was 

sealed that Pendray's method of selection 

revealed a regrettable consequence. Rose 

Arnold Powell, now remembered for her 

efforts to have Susan B. Anthony represented 

on Mount Rushmore, sent a telegram to the 

Westinghouse offices in New York calling 

attention to a press release that publicized 

the messages of renowned men enclosed 

in the capsule. "Men and women together 

produced our civilization," wrote Powell, 

who encouraged Westinghouse to request a 

statement from the women's suffrage activist 

Carrie Chapman Catt. Unfortunately, there 

was little to be done- Catt was recovering 

from an automobile accident, the capsule was 

sealed, and the deposit ceremony was to take 

place in three days. Pen dray, no doubt sensing 

an urgency to the situation, put pencil to 

paper in the only handwritten page included 

in his time capsule project files. Titled "Things 

feminine in Capsule:' the document lists 

Gone With the Wind, "women's exploits told 

in World Almanacs:' "several food tracts by 

women:' and other items in the capsule that 

were to represent the contributions of women 

in the 20th century. In his response to Powell, 

Pendray suggested that a duplicate capsule 

might be made that would include documents 

selected by Powell on the early history of the 

women's right movement in America. 

It's unknown what came of the duplicate 

project, if anything, but, the original time 

capsule (with a shell of Cupaloy, a copper 

alloy) remains buried below fairgrounds 

in Flushing Meadows Park. It is referred to 

as "Time Capsule I" to distinguish it from a 

second time capsule created for the New York 

World's Fair in 1964. 

Readers interested in learning more about 

the Westinghouse Time Capsules can visit 

the Detre Library and Archives to access the 

records of the George Westinghouse Museum 

Collection, which is being processed as part 

of a project funded by the National Historical 

Publications and Records Commission. 

; ' 

Amonument marks the spot at the falre:rounds 
where the Time capsule was burled. 
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1 	Stanley Edgar Hyman and St. Clair McKelway, "The 
Time Capsule," The New Yorker, December 5, 1953. 

z Conyers Read to G.E. Pendray, August 
8, 1938, George Westinghouse Museum 
Collection, c.1864-2007, MSS 920, Thomas 
and Katherine Detre Library and Archives, 
Senator John Heinz History Center, Box 18. 

3 	 Terry Ramsaye to G. E. Pendray, August 
17, 1938, MSS 920, Box 18. 

• Clark Wissler to G.E. Pendray, August 
22, 1938, MSS 920, Box 18. 
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Spotlight on
 

Butler County Historical Society 

Cooper Cabin, built about 1810, remained a  
residence for the family until 1962. Visit it at 199  
Cooper Road, a mile off Route 356 in Cabot, about  
nine miles north of Butler. 
Butler County Tourism and Convention Bureau. 

• Butler County, Pennsylvania, was established March 13, 1800, when it separated from 

Allegheny County. It is named after Revolutionary War hero General Richard Butler, whom 

George Washington directed to receive the sword of General Cornwallis after the Battle of 

Yorktown. It is the birthplace of the most iconic of World War II vehicles, the Jeep, and the site 

of the granddaddy of modern horror movies, Night of the Living Dead. 

• The Butler County Historical Society (BCHS), founded in 1924, is a true grassroots organization 

dedicated to the preservation and interpretation of the rich history of the county. 

• BCHS maintains a county-related resource library of historical books, records, and documents 

that is open to the public. It also owns and operates three historic sites: Cooper Cabin Pioneer 

Homestead, the Little Red School House, and the Senator Walter Lowrie House. 

• The records of BCHS include newspapers, birth and death records, estates and wills, high 

school yearbooks, and records from the Butler County Poor Farm. It also preserves military 

records dating back to the Revolutionary War and maintains an extensive collection of primary 

and secondary source materials dealing with automobiles, local businesses, religious 

organizations, clubs, families, the fine arts, and railroads. 

• The Society’s museum reopened this spring with displays on the anniversary of the end of WWII 

and the Bantam Reconnaissance Car or BRC, better known as the Jeep, invented by the 

American Bantam Car Company in Butler County. A BRC 60, which was #7 in the U.S. Army’s 

early order to Bantam, is on display at the Heinz History Center as part of the We Can Do It! 

WWII exhibition. It is the oldest one in existence and is on loan from the Smithsonian. 

• The Society’s displays will be available to the public through the end of October 2015. The 

Society also has self-guided tours that are available Tuesday – Friday, 9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

Guided tours are available 1 p.m. – 4:30 p.m., with the last tour at 3:30 p.m. 

• The BCHS will host the Heinz History Center’s traveling exhibit, The Civil War in Pennsylvania, 

from October 31, 2015, to January 12, 2016, along with additional exhibits, public programs, 

and receptions. This will be the final venue for The Civil War in Pennsylvania as it has been 

successfully traveling between Western Pennsylvania sites since March 2012. 

• The Butler County Historical Society is located at the Senator Walter Lowrie House, 123 W. 

Diamond Street, Butler. The Museum, Office, and Gift Shop are open Tuesday – Friday, 9:00 

a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

• For more information visit http://www.butlerhistory.com or contact the museum at 

society@butlerhistory.com or call (724) 283-8116. 

The History Center Affiliates Program, HCAP, is a membership-based 

network that allows local and regional historical societies and museums 

access to museum professionals and best practice standards through the 

Senator John Heinz History Center. 

To find out more about HCAP or to apply for membership for your 

organization, please contact Robert O. Stakeley, Educator, at 

rostakeley@heinzhistorycenter.org or (412) 454-6359. 

mailto:rostakeley@heinzhistorycenter.org
mailto:society@butlerhistory.com
http:http://www.butlerhistory.com
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By Lu Donnelly 

William Croghan’s Pic Nic 

There have been many misconceptions about  

William Croghan, Jr.’s Pittsburgh home Pic  

Nic that can now be clarified. But first, one  

needs to understand how such an elegant  

house came to be in Pittsburgh in the 1830s. 

William, born 1794, grew up on a  

prosperous farm near Louisville, Kentucky.  

His father fought in the Revolutionary War  

and then trained as a surveyor at the College  

of  William  and  Mary  before  moving  to  

Kentucky.1  William Croghan, Sr. married Lucy  

Clark, the  sister of  George  Rogers  Clark  and  

William Clark, of Lewis and Clark fame.2  The  

household was visited by Presidents James  

Monroe and Andrew Jackson and ornithologist  

John James Audubon among many others. 

William Croghan, Jr. attended Litchfield 

Law School in Connecticut and during his 

trips through Pittsburgh he met young Mary 

O’Hara, the daughter of one of Pittsburgh’s 

richest men, James O’Hara. They were married 

in 1823 and moved to William’s Kentucky 

home “Locust Grove.” There Mary bore a 

son William in 1824 and a daughter Mary 

Elizabeth in 1826. 

Locust Grove, 561  
Blankenbaker Lane,  
Louisville, Kentucky.  
Photo by William Gus  
Johnson, April 1987.   
LoC, 071267p. 


 

When William Jr.’s wife Mary died in 

1828, he and the children moved to Pittsburgh 

where his son William then died. Mary 

Elizabeth Croghan, his only surviving child, 

was raised near her aunt, her cousins, and 

her mother’s friends, while her father oversaw 

James O’Hara’s vast estate. In 1834, William 

built Pic Nic. 

Pic Nic house, 1934.  
Photo by Charles M. Stotz.  
LoC 132863p. 

Mary Elizabeth and her Pittsburgh 

cousins were sent to an exclusive boarding 

school near New York City. In 1842, at age 14, 

she met 42-year-old, twice-widowed Captain 

Edward Wyndham Schenley and eloped with 

him, causing a scandal that closed the school. 

Mary’s father, William Croghan, Jr. had a mild 

10 
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stroke, but retained enough political clout to 

have the laws of the Commonwealth changed 

to protect Mary’s inheritance from Captain 

Schenley’s control. Once Mary’s children were 

born, William traveled to England to meet 

them and fi nding them in fi nancial distress, 

he bought the Schenleys a home in London. 

While the Schenleys did travel to Pittsburgh 

on several occasions, they never moved here, 

despite William Jr. building an addition to Pic 

Nic to accommodate them.

Pic Nic house was built in two parts 

on Black Horse Hill in the Stanton Heights 

neighborhood. The first part was a one-

story, stone, hip-roofed structure on a raised 

basement; three bedrooms opened off the 

main ballroom, which contained elaborate 

Greek Revival carvings executed by Mordecai 

K. Vanhorn.3 This was the house that Mary 

Elizabeth would have lived in from about 

1830 to 1842.

A large brick addition was commissioned 

by her father between 1846 and 1848 after her 

marriage. It resembles William Croghan, Jr.’s 

Kentucky home, Locust Grove, which had 

been built for his parents, William and Lucy 

Croghan between 1790 and 1792. “Locust 

Grove” was locally designed and built in 

brick by the Croghan’s slaves. The two-story, 

five-bay, gable-roofed house is five bays 

wide with a central entry sheltered by a fi ve 

bay wooden porch. William Jr.’s 

mother was raised in Virginia and 

this style was familiar to her. It’s no 

wonder that her son’s house would 

harken back to it. Pic Nic as shown 

in the drawings is a bit grander, on a raised 

basement with fl oor to ceiling windows on 

the fi rst fl oor and a hip roof. A two-story 

portico cleverly ties the new large addition to 

the smaller stone house. 

Elevation drawing of Pic Nic exterior showing the one-story stone section and two-
story addition, both on raised basements. Thomas Pringle, delineator.  
LoC, HABS PA,2-PITBU,3, sheet 4.

Drawings of Pic Nic’s ground fl oor and fi rst fl oor.
LoC, HABS PA,2-PITBU,3, sheets 1 and 2.

Recent correspondence with a distant 

relative, English architect David Croghan, 

has carefully addressed two common 

misconceptions. It was assumed that Pic Nic 

was on the site of the c. 1763 estate of Croghan 

Hall, built for George Croghan, William Jr.’s 

great uncle. While Pic Nic was built on land 

once held by George Croghan, at the time of its 
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building the land was owned by James O’Hara,  

Mary O’Hara’s father.  And, while there may  

have been an early stone structure on the  

land when William Jr. built the stone portion  

of his house there c.  1830,  it was not George  

Croghan’s manor house Croghan Hall. 

There was also speculation in several  

newspaper articles that the plans for Pic Nic’s 

1846-1848 addition were modeled after a  

home Mary and Edward Schenley lived in in 

England. David Croghan’s detailed research  

of the Schenley’s English abodes showed  

that this was impossible, and that William  

Croghan, Jr.’s addition was most likely  

modeled after the home where he grew up  

Locust Grove. 

The  land surrounding  Pic  Nic  house  

became a golf course in the early part of  

the 20th century. Luckily, detailed drawings  

and photos were taken in 1934 by architect,  

author, and early preservationist Charles M.  

Stotz as part of  his research for The Early  

Architecture of  Western Pennsylvania. 
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In 2009, Jason T. Busch and Rachel Delphia  
curated an installation of the original gilded  
and rosewood-grained chairs and a painted  
cherry couch from Pic Nic in the Carnegie  
Museum of Art. Mary Schenley’s 1842 portrait  
by British artist Thomas Lewis (center) has the  
city of Pittsburgh in the background. 
Carnegie Museum of Art. Photo by Tom Little. 

This oval entry hall led into the Pic Nic  
ballroom. It too was disassembled and rebuilt in  
the Cathedral of Learning. 
University of Pittsburgh, Nationality Rooms. 

The Croghan house suffered a fire in 

1950 and was scheduled for demolition. The 

golf course was being developed into housing 

when the builder, William S. Miller, donated 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

the disassembled ballroom and oval hallway 

to the University of Pittsburgh in honor of 

his father, master builder Herschel Miller. It 

was installed in the Cathedral of Learning in 

1955 and refurbished in 1982.4 

Interior of Pic Nic ballroom built c.  
1830. Photo by Charles M. Stotz,  
March 19, 1934.  
LoC, 132869p. 

Lu Donnelly is one of the authors of Buildings 

of Pennsylvania: Pittsburgh and Western Penn

sylvania, the fourteenth book in the 60-volume 

series on American architecture sponsored by 

the Society of Architectural Historians titled 

Buildings of the United States. She has authored 

several books and National Register nominations 

on Allegheny County topics and organized an 

exhibition on the barns of Western Pennsylvania 

for the Heinz Architectural Center at the Carnegie 

Museum of Art. 

1 Croghan is pronounced “Crawn.” 

2	 Revolutionary commander of the Northwest 
Territories: Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. The eldest 
of six Clark brothers, all but William fought in the 
Revolutionary War, two were taken prisoner by the 
British with William Croghan, Sr. during the war. 

3	 Mordecai K. Vanhorn (c. 1790-1874) is listed 
as a wood carver and late in life as a toll 
collector. The name is found variously as Van 
Horne, van Horne, Vanhorn and Vanhorne, 
but he appears in the Pittsburgh directories 
from 1866 until his death in 1874. He is 
buried in Union Cemetery in Philadelphia. 

4	 Errors abound in the writings about “Pic Nic” house 
and the Croghans. It was said that the ballroom 
was donated anonymously, but according to an 
article “The Astonishing Croghans” in The Western 
Pennsylvania Historical Magazine of April 1965 
by Margaret Pearson Bothwell, p. 144, the donor’s 
name was enshrined on a plaque in the Cathedral 
of Learning. Miller’s biography is found in The 
Bicentennial History of Pittsburgh and Allegheny 
County, volume 2 by George Swetnam, published by 
Historical Record Association, c. 1956, pp. 497-499. 

• Read more about Mary Schenley starting on page 22. 
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7tfl War Loan, Now · · All TopthBr. Artist, c.c. Beall, poster, U. s. Government 
Prlntlne Office for the Department of the Treasury, 1945. In the final version 
of the poster for the "Mlihty 7th" War Loan campalen, artist c.c. Beall 
helehtanad the drama of AP Photoerapher Joe Rosenthal's famous photoeraph 
by zoomlne In on the man and uslne color to unify them as a collactlva unit 
strlvlne to raise the rad, white, and blue flae. Strank's arm Is visible between 
the second and third man. 
LlbrllJof°""""'· U:.US!Ct.3352. 

T11By Also SBrVB Who Buy War Bonds, 1119 Mlpty 7th War Loan. Artist, c.c. 
Beall, concept drawlne, Office for Emareancy Manaeament, Office of War 
Information, 1945. Multiple variations of artwork faaturlne the lwo Jlma flae 
ralslne ware tested before Beall developed the final version of the poster. 
Nrtlon~ A1<~lws and Rocords Adnllolstratlon. 

Poster, 
7th War Loan. Now · · All Together, 
U.S. Department of the Treasury, 1945. 
By Leslie Przybylek, Curator of History 

Local organizers billed it as the biggest parade in Pittsburgh's history. Nearly 
40 bands, dozens of floats, and units from all branches of the Armed Forces 
marched from the North Side, through downtown, and out to Forbes Field to 
launch the "Mighty Seventh" war loan drive on May 9, 1945. The day ended 
with amilitary performance called "Here's Your Infantry" at Forbes Field. Guests 
of honor included Pennsylvania Governor Edward Martin and Medal of Honor 
recipient Sgt. Charles E. "Commando" Kelly. 

It was exactly the kind of patriotic kickoff that the U.S.Treasury Department 
urged, and with good reason. The war in Europe was winding down when plans 
for the new loan drive started. By the time it began, the nation was celebrating 
"Victory in Europe" (VE) Day on May 8, 1945.With the war halfwon, bond program 
organizers worried: would Americans falter in their support? 

In response, the Treasury Department turned to one of the most inspirational 
images of the war, creating a poster that underscored the great collective effort 
still needed. That poster, based on Joe Rosenthal's immortal photograph of a 
flag raising on lwo Jima, is currently featured in the History Center's exhibit, We 
Can Do It! WWII. On loan from the Smithsonian's National Museum of American 
History, the Seventh War Loan poster emphasized that victory in the Pacific 
had yet to be won, and that it would take an all-out effort to make it happen. 
Americans needed to summon the same spirit shown by those six resolute young 
men lifting the flag skyward on the lonely summit of asulfurous volcanic island. 
Artist C.C. Beall took Rosenthal's image and increased the drama at close focus, 
bathing the soldiers in golden sunlight and highlighting the red and white of the 
flag against adark blue sky. 

The Treasury Department knew a good thing when they saw one, and set 
about identifying the flag raisers to act as war bond spokesmen. Just three 
survived-Marine Private Rene Gagnon, Marine Private Ira Hayes, and U.S. 
Navy Pharmacist's Mate Second Class John Bradley. Gathered up and returned 
stateside, they toured the country, hitting major cities such as New York, 
Philadelphia, Boston, and Chicago. But for Western Pennsylvania, the story that 
mattered most wasn't about the survivors. It was about one of the men who was 
not there. 

U.S. Marine Corps Sergeant Michael Strank is barely visible in the photo and 
the poster of lwo Jima, asliver of torso and arm glimpsed between the straining 
forms of the second and third men in the foreground.To the Marines who served 
under him, including three of the other flag raisers, Strank was anything but 
invisible. He was their squad leader, their big brother, their mentor: the key 
member of the platoon. 
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His sense of responsibility and family came from his upbringing in Western 
Pennsylvania. Strank immigrated to America from Czechoslovakia as a child, 
brought from the village of Jarabina by parents who sacrificed much to give their 
children abetter life. Raised in Franklin Borough, near Johnstown, he faced the 
same challenges as most of the region's young men during the Depression.After 
graduating from high school, he served 18 months with the Civilian Conservation 
Corps, and then worked briefly as a highway laborer before enlisting with the 
Marines in October 1939. He did well, progressing from Private to Corporal by 
April 1941, and receiving a promotion to Sergeant by the end of January 1942. 
Serving as aMarine Raider in the Pacific, the toughest of all Marines, Strank was 
no stranger to combat. The Bougainville campaign in November and December 
1943 was the worst, two months of unremitting combat in malarial jungles that 
friends and family said had changed Strank when he came home on leave. It 
would be his last visit. He told his friends as much, admitting that didn't think 
he would survive the war. 

After returning to service, Strank underwent further training at Camp 
Pendleton in California and at Hawaii's remote Camp Tarawa- a desolate spot 
filled with volcanic rocks and sharp ridges- before shipping out again to the 
Pacific. On February 19, 1945, Strank's Company E, 28th Regiment of the 5th 
Marines, landed at lwo Jima. Days later, on February 23, Michael Strank became 
part of the visual iconography of America, captured on film in Joe Rosenthal's 
photo of the flag raising, actually the second flag planted on Mt. Suribachi that 
day. But Strank's deep misgivings about his own fate proved true. His "Easy 
Company" members were devastated when six days later, Strank was killed 
by a shell on the northern part of lwo Jima. Two of his fellow Company Eflag 
raisers would also fall before the bloodiest battle in U.S. Marine Corps history 
had been won. Only one of the members of "Easy Company" depicted 
in the photo survived: Ira Hayes. The other two survivors, Gagnon and 
Bradley, had been pulled into the effort from other units. 

Back in Franklin Borough, Michael Strank's mother, Martha, 
didn't want to hear the news when the Western Union telegraph 
appeared at her door. She insisted that the deliveryman read it, 
which he finally did. Once the family learned of their son's role in the 
famous photo, it must have been doubly hard to watch as the plans 
for the Seventh War loan rolled out. While Pittsburgh, along with 
other cities across the country, kicked off its regional campaign with 
parades, speeches, and appearances by local war heroes, a more 
moving recognition of the role played by a Western Pennsylvania 
son occurred in New York City on May 11, 1945, when- in front of 
posters showing the celebrated image of lwo Jima- lra Hayes met 
Michael Strank's mother during aceremony on Wall Street. 
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Portrait of Michael Strank, c. 1941-1945. Strank was brOUi ht to the 
U.S. by his parents from Jarablna, a small village In the unified nation of 
Czechoslovakia. He enlisted In The U.S. Marines Corps In 1939, prompted 
both by financial need and possibly by watchlni Hiiier's annexation of his 
former nation In the sprlni of that year. 
Hlstoly OIY!slon, U.S. llarina Cotps. 

U.S. Marines of the 28th Reilment, 5th Division 
cheerlni atop Mount Surlbachl after the flag ralslni. 
Serieant Michael Strank Is visible as the fourth man 

from the left, with his hands In his pockets. 
IRIJ<» RoSlnthl. 
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N EIGHBORHOOD 
STORIES 


By Bette McDevitt 


Telling WWII Stories 

Although my friend Lois Hamilton and I were 

safe at home during World War TI, the war 

defined the era, reaching into every home. Lois 

once told me, "My father was a World War I 

veteran, and he took this war very seriously. 

They were fighting his war all over again:• 

It was an honor, then, for us to join Tiny 

Mulder and Frank McGlinchey for a joyful 

dinner at Penn Brewery on a winter evening 

in 2005. Frank had been a navigator on a B-17, 

flying from Great Britain to bomb German 

weapons factories. Tiny, a worker in the Dutch 

Resistance, saved Frank's life when he was shot 

down in Friesland, the northern Netherlands. 

Fifty years later, the two were as close as 

siblings. Frank, who lived in Florida, always 

managed to see Tiny whenever she visited 

the United States. They knew what it was to 

celebrate life. 

Tiny Mulder and Frank McGllchey at Tlny's 
home In Friesland, Netherlands, where 
she lived durln11 WWII. 

Lois and I were already fans of Tiny, and 

that evening, we fell under the spell of Frank, 

with his sparkling blue eyes and lovable 

humility. I knew of Tiny's work from her 

earlier visits to Pittsburgh to see her son, Teake 

Zuidema, my long-time friend. Teake, who lives 

in Friendship, was at dinner that night too. 

In the fall of 2004, Lois and I had visited 

Tiny in Friesland to document her work. 

As the camera rolled, Tiny told us that, 

at age 19, she had the responsibility of finding 

hiding places for downed "airmen." When a 

plane was shot down, as many as 10 airmen 

could be captured by the German police 

or army. If they came down in a field, some 

farmers might hide them andgive them civilian 

clothes, but not everyone would take such a 

chance. In the best scenario, the farmers would 

contact the Resistance and say "Come over 

here, we have something." Or send a message: 

"We have four young rabbits. Would you like 

to have some?" Then the chain got working. In 

the end they came to Tiny, who helped them 

on their way out ofenemy territory. 

When we heard hints ofFrank's story that 

night at Penn Brewery, we asked if we might 

visit him to record his story, and we were soon 

off to Florida. Frank spoke of his rescue by 

Tiny, the connection with the Resistance, and 

his journey to reach the Freedom Trail, the 

path through the Pyrenees to neutral Spain. 

When they were in sight ofthe Spanish border, 

Nazi soldiers with guns and vicious dogs 

confronted the 35 airmen and desperate Jews. 

A German spy had infiltrated the Resistance 

movement and relayed their plans to the 

Nazis. The airmen were sent to POW camps 

in Germany and most of the Jews were shot 

as they tried to escape. "We knew to raise our 

hands in surrender," said Frank, "but the Jews 

were too afraid to do that" 
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Bette’s quilt.
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Lois spent a year making the videos of  

Frank’s and Tiny’s stories with the help of  Andy  

Cozad, a computer artist, in her hometown of  

Grove City. Frank died on the day that Lois 

and Andy finished his project. Tiny has since  

passed too,  three years ago. 

Inspired by their courage, Lois began  

interviewing more WWII veterans—20 so  

far, half of them in Western Pennsylvania.  

Three were civilians involved in the Resistance  

movement.  Lois continues to attend (as  

she did with Frank) a national gathering of  

downed airmen, and those who helped them  

escape—a group called AFEES, the Air Forces  

Escape & Evasion Society.  “It’s become a three  

generational gathering; their children and  

grandchildren attend,” she said.  “It’s history  

being told by the people who lived it.” 

Two of the area veterans she has  

interviewed, Bill Patterson, 96, and Dave  

Lewis, now deceased, were in Patton’s army on  

the final push to the east during the winter of  

1945. Patterson, a foot soldier, told Lois that  

the snow was waist deep and at night they dug  

a hole and slept, each with two blankets, in the  

snow. Then a few years ago, a couple stopped  

by the Pottery Dome,  Lois’s place of  business: 
They spoke another language, and  

I asked them where they came from.  

“We’re from Prague,” the woman said,  

Tiny and Lois. 
Both photos Lois Hamilton. 

“visiting friends in Pittsburgh.” I told  

them that two friends [Lewis and Pat

terson] were in Patton’s Army on that 

final push toward Germany and Prague.  

They got very silent, and the man went 

out to the car and came back to give me 

a pin of a rampant lion on a red back

ground, the coat of arms of the province 

of Bohemia, where Prague is located. He 

bowed to me, and backed out the door.  

That was for those soldiers,  not for me. 





Some of Lois Hamilton’s interviews have been accepted 
in the Library of Congress’s Veterans’ History Project 
www.loc.gov/vets and some are part of the National 
Museum of the Mighty Eighth Air Force in Pooler, Georgia. 

Bette McDevitt is a freelance writer and longtime 
contributor to Western Pennsylvania History. 

www.loc.gov/vets
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CURATOR's CORNER 
By Emily Ruby, Curator 

Worth It: Custom Couture 

for the Gilded Age 

A lady in the late 19th or early 20th century had 

not truly "made it" in society until she owned a 

Worth gown. Charles Frederick Worth dressed 

the women ofthe Gilded Age from his Parisian 

studio and his sons and grandsons carried on 

the Worth name after his death in 1895. Called 

the "father of haute couture:' Worth earned 

this reputation by being the first to design 

gowns that he marked with his own name. He 

was the first to design a seasonal collection of 

gowns and then employ live models to wear 

them in his studio rather than designing 

specifically to each customer's taste. He also 

standardized dressmaking by designing 

interchangeable elements of the dress. With 

this system, and the use of sewing machines 

to do all but the detailed work, he was able 

to produce thousands of garments a day to 

provide a designer wardrobe for hundreds of 

women in both Europe and America. 
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Charles Worth acquired so much 

influence that the major textile mills consulted 

him before making their yearly run of fabrics. 

Many ofthe preferred colors and styles of dress 

during the latter half ofthe 19th century can be 

traced back to Worth, such as the back bustle 

and shorter hemlines so that the dress just 

cleared the ground. Worth studied paintings 

and historic fashion to incorporate what he 

learned into both modern dresses and his 

designs for the elaborate costume balls favored 

by the wealthy. Becoming the designer to the 

Empress Eugenie, wife of Emperor Napoleon 

III of France, cemented his celebrity status. 

References to Worth can be found in the novels 

of Henry James and Edith Wharton and in 

numerous fashion magazines ofhis day. 

By the 1910s, Worth gowns were still 

sought after, but were no longer the cutting 

edge in fashion. A former Worth employee, 

Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius Vanderbilt II (Ali ce 
Claypoole Gwynne), 1883. (Top Lett) 
One of Worth's more famous creations was 
worn by Alice Vanderbilt for an 1883 costume 
ball held by Mrs. Wiiiiam K. (Alva) Vanderbilt. 
Alice went as electricity In honor of Edison's 
new power station and stole the show In her 
battery-powered gown. 
Museum of the City of N..York, F2012.58.1341. 

Worth gray silk dress, c. 1922 (Top Right) 
By the 1920s women's gowns no longer 
had crinoline, bustles, and corsets and 
reflected the Jess restrained role of 
women In society. 
HHCColl>:tlons, 9A.S U36. Photo by Liz Simpson. 
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Paul Poiret, became the designer women 

flocked to for a more natural silhouette free 

from corsets and bustles. The House of 

Worth finally closed its doors in the 1950s. 

Above & Right: 
Worth afternoon gown and detail of evening gown bodice, both c. 1880 
These silk gowns are both from the estate of Rosalie Spang. The red and cream gown would 
have been worn as a visiting dress and demonstrates the back bustle that Worth made famous, 
while the lavender bodice goes with a more formal evening gown. Rosalie's father Charles 
Frederick Spang and his father Henry started the Etna Iron Works In 1828. By the 1840s, 
they were making the first Iron pipe west of the Alleghenies. By 1877, the company name had 
changed to Spang, Chalfant & company. Rosalie died In 1932 at the age of 87, having lived 
much of her Ille In Nice, France. 
HHCColloctlons, 94.51.326, 94.51.325 a. Phltos by Lk Simpson. 

Americans who visited Worth's 

Parisian studio included the wealthy women 

of Pittsburgh. Like their contemporaries, they 

worshipped all things European, including 

fashion and architecture. An elaborate Worth 

ball gown might cost as much as $10,000 

and be worn only once. The many Worth 

gowns in collections such as the Costume 

Institute at the Metropolitan Museum in New 

York and the Museum of the City of New 

York are a testament to the insatiable desire 

American women had for the latest European 

high fashions. The History Center collection 

features some excellent examples of Worth 

gowns and accessories from that period. e 
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ITALIAN AMERICAN 
COLLECTION 

By Melissa E. Marinaro, Curator, 

Italian American Program 

Captive Expression: The Wartime 
Experiences of Donato Ruberto 

When we think of prisoners of war, we often 

recall the experience of U.S. soldiers held 

captive overseas by foreign armies. What we 

frequently do not consider is the United States 

as the authority overseeing POWs. During 

World War II, approximately 425,000 foreign 

soldiers were held in camps on U.S. soil; of 

those, 50,000 were Italian. 

Last summer, the History Center added 

a truly unique artifact to the Italian American 

Collection related to the Italian prisoner ofwar 

experience. Sergeant Major Donato Ruberto 

of Cairano, Italy, crafted a model of one of 

Fiat's WWII-era tanks during his detainment 

as an Italian POW and, later, collaborating 

Italian Serviceman. He was drafted into 

the Italian Army in the early 1930s; in 1939, 

he was recalled to serve in the infantry and 

was sent to Libya in North Africa. He was 

taken prisoner by British troops in February 

1941 and held in POW camps in Egypt, the 

United Kingdom, and Canada before being 

transferred to the United States. Many Italian 

and German soldiers in American camps were 

originally captured by British or French forces 

and transferred into U.S. custody due to the 

inability to care for their basic needs. 
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Ruberto was held as a POW at Camp 

Clark in Missouri and Pine Camp in New 

York; he was then detained in an Italian Service 

Unit at the Benicia Arsenal in California. 

After Italy surrendered to the Allied forces in 

September 1943, Italian POWs were offered 

the opportunity to become collaborators ofthe 

American war effort and join Italian Service 

Units; those who chose to sign an allegiance 

to the United States were given more freedom 

despite still being detained.1 Ruberto became a 

collaborator and spent his last eight months of 

detention in Benicia, California. 

While in Missouri in 1943, Ruberto was 

visited by his older brother Peter (Pietro) , 

who had immigrated to Pittsburgh in 1911 

when Ruberto was just a toddler. On this 

same journey Peter also visited his son Fred 

(Fortunato) who was serving as an aviation 

cadet at Maxwell Force Air Base in Alabama for 

the United States Army. The Pittsburgh Post

Gazette got wind of Peter's trip and chronicled 

the story of the Ruberto family's reunion in 

the July 3rd article, "Son in Air Corps, Brother 

War Prisoner in u.s:•Their bittersweet human 

interest story recounts one of the many ways 

that extended Italian American families were 

adversely impacted by Italy's stance in the war. 

At some point during Ruberto's 

confinement he was given the task of 

disassembling shell cradles and salvaging 

the wood, some of which he used to fashion 

the tank model. Ruberto repurposed the 

reclaimed wood and wires to construct a 

functioning replica of the Italian Army's Fiat 

tank from memory.2 The back of the tank 

features the inscription "UN RICORDO ID 

ZIO RUBERTO DONATO P.O.W.AL NIPOTE 

FORTUNATO:' which roughly translates to 

"A memento of your Uncle Donato Ruberto 

POW to his nephew Fortunato:' 

It Is believed that Ruberto's 
handcrafted tank Is a replica 
of the Falt-Ansaldo Ml 3/40 
used during Italy's North 
African campaign. comparisons 
between the model and 
photographs of the vehicle 
show that Ruberto•s memory of 
the tank was fairly accurate. 

A close up of the tank's dedication plaque. 
Both:HHCCollec:tions, gift of rabio Ruberto In honor of ~nato Ruberto, 
201t52.I .... Photo byLizSimpson. 

Back in Italy, Ruberto's wife, Leonilde 

Frieri Ruberto, received little information 

http:P.O.W.AL


about her husband's condition or whereabouts. 

Many years later she wrote of his absence in 

her memoir: 
he was taken prisoner and then we knew 

nothing else we turned to the red cross 

[sic], and to others but after 7 months 

we only knew he was a prisoner, one 

day I received a letter it was all erased, I 

couldn't w1derstand a word and it was 

explained to me that whatever was writ

ten was not good and tha t's why it had 

been erased, but now at least we knewhe 

was alive, after a little while I received a 

letter that he has written from the U.S., 

I didn't understand, I asked if he is a 

prisoner how can the letter come from 

America I don't remember from where, 

I went to a neighbor who h ad come 

from America and he told me that my 

husband was a prisoner in America and 

that I could be happy because the war 

was over for him.> 

The notion that Italian soldiers could 

be held prisoner in the United States was 

confusing for many in Italy as it contradicted 

their understanding of America as a land 

of opportunity. 

Ruberto was repatriated to Italy in 

October 1945 after more than six years away 

from his hometown of Cairano. Like many 

post-war Italian emigrants, he migrated to 

Venezuela in 1949 in search of steady work, 

while Leonilde and their four children 

remained in Italy. After a few years, the 

Venezuelan government demanded that 

foreigners call their families from overseas or 

leave and Ruberto decided to take a chance 

in the nation of his former imprisonment. 

He immigrated to the United States in 

1953, eventually settling in the Bloomfield 

neighborhood of Pittsburgh with his family 

in 1954. Leonilde wrote of the immigration 

experience, remarking, "people say it's easy 

to pass from bad to good ... us having come 

from the bad, we were much better off."• 0 

1 	 Those who declined to sign a statement of 
allegiance to help defeat Hi tler were relocated 
to high security camps in isolated sites. 

2 	 Though the continuous track no longer rolls, 
the tank's turret rotates from side to side. 

• Ruberto, Leonilde Fieri, Such Is Life/Ma la vita 
efatta cosi: A Memoir, trans. Laura E. Ruberto 
{New York: Bordighera Press, 2010), 30. 

• Ruberto, 38. 

This 1943 Pfttsburlfl Post
Gazette article lncorrecuy 
labels Ruberto as a private In 
tfle Italian Army and reports tflat 
his unit was under tfle command 
of German Field Marshall 
Rommel, a tact easily disputed 
since Rommel didn't arrive In 
Libya until after Ruberto was 
captured by the British. 
HHC lletrt l&A. Jift cl Raffa Rt-. 2Glt0111. 

Portrait of Donato Ruberto wltfl POW/ 

Service Unit ultalY" patch, c. 1943. 

c.uru.,ltiaol Rufl)ell. 
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Portrait of Mrs. Schenley by Thomas  
Lewis, oil on canvas, 1842. 
Carnegie Museum of Art, Acc. 31.6, Gift of the heirs of the Mary  

E. Schenley Estate. 
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WHAT’S IN A NAMESAKE? 

Mary SchenleyMary Schenley

By Jake Oresick 
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Mary Schenley is best remembered as benevolent donor of a 456-acre public 
park bearing her name, but few know the details of her adolescent elopement, 
the horrors of her abolitionist honeymoon, or the depth of her influence in a city 
that—for a long time—detested her. A century and a half ago, Mrs. Schenley 
was Pittsburgh’s landlord, and she indelibly shaped the region through her 
extraordinary estate. However, the Smoky City’s matriarch scarcely lived 
here after age nine, and was utterly antithetical to the regional zeitgeist: in 
a working class city of immigrants and industry, Mrs. Schenley was a third-
generation American plutocrat who never worked. 
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Mary Elizabeth Croghan (pronounced  

“Crawn”) was born into an impossibly  

prominent family, whose tree resembles both  

an early American history reader (George  

Rogers Clark, George Croghan) and a  

contemporary map of Pittsburgh (O’Hara,  

Wilkins, Harmar, Carson, Darlington).1  

She owed her extraordinary wealth to the  

achievements of her grandfathers, James  

O’Hara and William Croghan, Sr.—both  

Revolutionary War officers, successful  

businessmen, and holders of public office.2  

Croghan was the nephew of frontier fur trader  

and Indian Agent George Croghan, who left  

far-reaching land titles. O’Hara’s fortune  

was significantly greater: he likewise had  

prolific landholdings, many of his vast tracts  

in developing areas of Allegheny County,  

and his enterprises so hurried the region’s  

development that his obituary proclaimed he  

“‘almost created a city himself.’”3 

Accordingly, Mary was born quite rich  

on April 27, 1827, and lived the first months  

of her life at the now-historic Locust Grove 

mansion near Louisville, Kentucky.4 Tragedy  

struck  half  a  year  later  when  Mary’s  mother,  

Mary Carson O’Hara, passed away in October,  

followed by her four-year-old brother, Will, 

the following April.5 Thus, Mary was sole  

heir to much of the O’Hara estate by her first  

birthday. In November 1827, Mary’s father,  

William Croghan, Jr., fulfilled his wife’s last 

request by moving the family to her hometown  

of Pittsburgh.6 William traveled extensively on  

business for the next seven years, leaving Mary  

to be raised by her aunt and uncle, Elizabeth  

Febiger O’Hara Denny and U.S. Congressman  

Harmar Denny, to whom  she referred as  

mother and father.7 

In 1834, William returned long enough  

to begin building Pic Nic house, the Croghan’s  

iconic Greek Revival-style mansion, on a  

sprawling 209-acre plot in the area that is  

now Stanton Heights, about 5 miles northeast  

of downtown.8 Pic Nic was located on a  

“commanding  hilltop,”  then  known  as Black  

Horse Hill in rural Pitt Township, and was  

thoroughly a country residence.9 In her later  

years, Mary would happily reminisce about  

“riding through the woods to Pic-nic” and  

romping in its country grounds.10 In July 1835,  

the Croghans moved in, and, within the first  

year, William bragged that Mary was learning  

French and practicing the piano. 

Postcard of the O’Hara homestead. This was not Mary’s birthplace, although it is likely that she spent much time there after  
she and her father moved to Pittsburgh. 
HHC Detre L&A. GPPC_BO11_IO2 
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The Brighton School 

In 1837, Mary joined several cousins at an 

exclusive girls boarding school in the Staten 

Island village of New Brighton." The school 

then had 22 students, and prepared its girls 

for society by requiring they speak only 

French, play an instrument, and obey strict 

dining etiquette.12 Brighton's monopoly on 

Pittsburgh's premier family is difficult to 

explain, as the school had no reputation at less 

than two years inexistence. The most likely link 

is Richmond Macleod, the Scottish widow who 

ran Brighton with her mother and sisters.'3 

Mrs. Macleod emigrated to Boston around 

1834, where eight female relatives operated a 

boarding school until falling out of favor with 

Brahmin society.1• Mrs. Macleod made a solo 

attempt at a school in Pittsburgh, and, by late 

1836, had begun to network with James Ross-a 

political titan and longtime O'Hara-Croghan 

confidant.'5 Less than three months later, Mrs. 

Macleod had rejoined her family at their new 

school in Brighton, and had five families of 

O'Hara-Croghan cousins in her charge.'6 

In 1842, while a student at Brighton, 

14-year-old Mary eloped with Edward 

Wyndham Harrington Schenley, a 42-year

old British army captain. Schenley was well

traveled: a twice-widowed Waterloo veteran, he 

was said to have been with Lord Byron at Percy 

Shelley's famous funeral. 17 The pair met in late 

1840 or early 1841, when Captain Schenley

then AWOL from diplomatic service-came 

to Brighton to visit Mrs. Macleod, who 

happened to be his former sister-in-law.1 The• 

teenage heiress was immediately infatuated, as 

Captain Schenley later told a friend ofher early 

"resolution to marry [him] at all events."19 

The romance was understandably 

clandestine, and Mary misled her father 

regarding Captain Schenley's presence at 

Brighton. In describing group e.'Ccursions into 

Manhattan-with Captain Schenley, Mrs. 

Macleod, and two classmates-she made only 

cursory reference to the Captain's wholesale 

.... >:J.1 , 
!/.. . ./. ~ 
/:. 
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kindness ("to me and all of the other girls").20 

On January 22, 1842, the couple were married 

by police magistrate Henry W. Merritt, 

notorious for his own impeachment trial, who 

denied '"suspicion of any thing improper."'21 

The ceremony was likely held in secret, as the 

era's preeminent heiress was wed in front of 

only two witnesses, including a lawyer charged 

with proving the bride's legal age.22 The next 

day, as if nothing had happened, Mary dashed 

off a jejune letter to her father, imploring him 

for a new cloak and bonnet, and adding, "am I 

not an excellent good 'big' girl I think so."23 On 

February 1, the newlyweds sailed for England 

on the Mediator under the name "Wynham."2• 

Public reaction was predictably hysterical. 

Given Mary's youth and incredible wealth, 

Captain Schenley was excoriated as a fortune 

hunter and a "juvenile lothario."25 "The 

wander loving part of the community" cast 

him as a serial debtor, and so old as "to feel the 

infirmities ofage."26 One newspaper called the 

Captain "a skillful 'maker-up' so as to appear 

much younger,"27 while another chided, in 

verse, that '"His eyes had the hard glint I Of 

fresh dollars from the mint."'28 

When the news reached William 

Croghan, he was staying in Washington, 

D.C., with his sister, Ann, and her illustrious 

husband, Brigadier General Thomas S. Jesup. 

According to Jesup family lore, William "was 

so broken down by the shock" that it was 

Jesup instead who "rushed off to New York."29 

The vast extended O'Hara-Croghan clan was 

livid, and it was likely relatives who prevailed 

upon the Pennsylvania legislature to pass a bill 

placing the Croghan estate in a discretionary 

trust, and out ofthe Captain's reach.Jo 

The Brighton School was quickly ruined 

as concerned families began calling their 

daughters home.Ji Unsurprisingly, Mrs. 

Macleod was accused of having arranged the 

union. Even a century later, the Schenleys' 

granddaughter, Alberta McLean, believed 

Mrs. Macleod had written to her grandfather 

about "a very lovely and desirable pupil," and 

suggested he woo her "before she came out" 

with his "polished manners as a man of the 

world, Waterloo medal and great charm."32 

Mrs. Macleod, however, maintained her 

innocence in a letter to Mary's father: 
Dreadful as Mr. Schenley's conduct 
is towards you it is so much worse 
towards Mamma and myself that I am 

yet inclined to doubt the truth of the 
whole story- Had he stabbed me to 
the heart it would have been a kindlier 
act . . . my only consolation is a clear 
conscience and a conviction that if I was 
deceived no one else could ever have 
discovered it. 33 

She made a similar plea when confronted 

by Mary's uncle, Mr. Jesup, who allegedly made 

Mrs. Macleod bow, and replied, '"Madam, I 

would not so insult your intellect."'34 Jesup 

reported that Captain Schenley had sent a 

$2,800 advance payment to Brighton from his 

post in Cuba, and that Mrs. Macleod and her 

mother, Jane Inglis, feigned confusion when 

asked to explain the money.35 Mrs. Macleod 

had her defenders, and several wrote to 

William on her behalf.J6 Others have argued 

that Mrs. Macleod was notonly unaware ofthe 

romance, but that, because ofthe age disparity, 

Mrs. Macleod believed Schenley and the girls 

would fail to excite each other's interests.37 

Despite its origins, the Croghan-Schenley 

romance was, by all accounts, authentic, as 

young Mary was said to have fallen "in love 

with [Captain Schenley] at first sight," and 

"remained in love with him all her life."38 Mrs. 

McLean reported that her grandfather was 

just as smitten, and "desperately fell in love."39 

The couple was married for 36 years, until 

the captain's death in 1878,4° and had nine 

children- six girls and three boys.•1 

Abolitionist Honeymoon 
When the newlyweds arrived in Mr. Schenley' s 

native England, he applied for an extension of 

his leave from the army- a bold request in that 

the leave he was on had never been approved. 

Indeed, Captain Schenley was absent without 

leave for the second time in roughly five years, 

and his superiors at the British Foreign Office, 

http:interests.37
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wholly unamused at his chutzpah, ordered 
him back to work under threat of termination. 
The couple stayed just long enough for 
Mary’s confirmation at St. Paul’s Cathedral in 
London,42 then sailed for Paramaribo in the 
Dutch colony of Suriname, where the captain 
returned to his post as a judge on an anti
slavery tribunal.43 

Captain Schenley was Commissioner 

of Arbitration for the Mixed Court for the 

Suppression of the Slave Trade, tasked with 

enforcing the anti-slavery treaty that England 

had imposed on the Dutch in 1818.44 Under 

the treaty, subsequently trafficked Africans 

were to be freed, and given citizenship and 

employment by the Dutch government, 

but these “free laborers” remained de facto 

slaves.45 Dutch governors tacitly condoned this 

practice, and there was little the captain could 

do but write to his superiors in London. 

He wrote to London incessantly,46 as 

both Schenleys were inspired by the mixed 

court’s charge. Mary gushed to her aunt 

that her husband was “the 2nd ‘great man’ 

Washington,”47 and the now-15-year-old 

heiress took the transition to odorous, disease-

ridden swamps in stride. However, Mary 

never adjusted to slavery, as her husband 

wrote to the Dutch governor L.B. Elias on 

November 29, 1842: 
This morning about 9 o’clock my fam

ily, especially my wife, whose nervous 

system is easily affected, was thrown 

into deep affliction by the unceasing 

sound of the lash & the most fright

ful shrieks of an unfortunate female, 

upon whose naked person a most cruel 

punishment was inflicting. The yard in 

which this barbarity was perpetrated 

is immediately behind my house & we 

were driven from the breakfast table by 

the shocking spectacle.48 

Unfortunately, his letters did little but 

enrage the Dutch, as he not only threatened 

their livelihood, but their empire’s most 

View of Pic Nic  
house. The house  

was located  
in present-day  

Stanton Heights. 
HHC Detre L&A. GPC_B17_ 
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important plantation colony. The Schenleys 

had excrement left on their doorstep, their 

horses were poisoned, and Mary “lived in 

constant fear of being deliberately infected 

with leprosy.”49 Still, the Schenleys bore their 

first child in Suriname, whom her father 

nonetheless considered an “Englishwoman.”50 

Despite Dutch obstinance, Captain 

Schenley was able to rescue 34 Africans who 

had been seized in 1823 from the schooner 

Snow and held in de facto slavery.51 The Captain 

bombarded London with dispatches, and his 

superiors, in turn, addressed the issue many 

times with The Hague. Quite unexpectedly, 31 

denizens of the Snow were freed in 1843, with 

the captain purchasing the freedom of three 

more. Schenley ensured their freedom by 

arranging their passage by schooners to nearby 

British Guiana.52 

The captain had always described 

the cruelty he observed in his diplomatic 

dispatches, but he soon began including the 

http:Guiana.52
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names of the offending planters, which were 

published in British Parliamentary papers.53 

Finally in 1845, the Schenleys were forced to 

flee to England, spelling the end ofthe captain's 

diplomatic career. He remained on duty in 

England through 1848, but his Suriname post 

was eliminated and he was unhappily forced 

into retirement54 

Reconciliation 
William Croghan had been devastated 

by his daughter's elopement, and barely 

communicated with her for the next seven 

months. In September 1842, Mary wrote 

to her father from Suriname lamenting his 

silence and begging him to visit Paramaribo: 
Oh why do you not come; you will at 
once in this climate; be restored to the 

enjoyment of your health; & spirits I 
know; and oh I assure you what a good 
child I will be, (with "God's help") I 
will repay you all I have done to you
But oh what a climate this would be 
for you- Do do come- We ride every 
evening I read, practise, and do other 

things to improve my time but oh ifyou 
would come only this winter-Oh why 
won't you make yourself well- Schen
ley is still what he has always been
a devoted, kind, affectionate & every 

thing that's good Husband- Oh dear 
dear if you only knew him- Please do 
write to me & say you will come.ss 

The two eventually began to 

communicate, and trips were planned in both 

directions, though always postponed. Finally, 

in late August 1845, more than three and a half 

years since he had seen his teenage daughter, 

William boarded the Hibernia and set sail for 

England.56 William was racked with anxiety 

in the hours before the reunion-especially 

concerned with suppressing his anger towards 

the captain- but softened upon observing 

them together: 
[H]e is verily I believe attached & 

devoted to her & makes her the kindest 

husband & equally devoted to him she 
does seem; Their two dear little children 

engross their thoughts - that is not to 
be wondered at, for two more lovely 
children I never saw & as often as I 

contemplate the happy group, Father, 
Mother and children in happy inter
course I feel subdued & from my heart 
silently ejaculate "God speed you." 

William marveled at young Mary's 

maternal poise, and how the couple's balanced 

partnership defied his fears about Captain 

Schenley's motivations.57 The captain's 

demonstrative piety- regular church 

attendance, and blessings before and after 

meals-sealed William's emphatic approval.58 

William stayed approximately eight 

months, and returned to England again in 

1847. The Schenleys visited Pie Nie in 1848 but 

could not be persuaded to stay permanently. 

William died suddenly on September 22, 

1850.59 The Schenleys continued to vacation 

at Pie Nie, and once stayed for five years, 

but the last trip occurred no later than 1866, 

as Pittsburgh's smoke and soot exacerbated 

Mary's asthma.00 She badly wanted to again 

visit Pittsburgh, and several times made plans 

to do so. However, her physician's advice and 

memories of one especially torturous asthma 

attack always led her to renege at the steamer.61 

Mary did love Pittsburgh, her 

granddaughter insisted, and remained 

"ardently American and Pittsburghian.... 

Photos, papers, news of Pittsburgh were such 

a joy to her.''62 She told visiting reporters that 

she '"always like[d] to talk to anybody from 

Pittsburg,"' and interrogated guests about 

Smoky City affairs.63 The Captain wanted to 

return too, to aid the Union's Civil War effort, 

but Mary insisted he was too old, and that "his 

good wishes & donations and prayers" were 

just as effective.64 Pittsburghers did not miss 

him- Captain Schenley, already unpopular 

from the elopement, was despised as "the Duke 

of Hardscrabble" for his alien landlordism 

in the city's poorest districts, though the 

properties had come from Mary's farnily.65 Pie 

Nie staff described him as "haughty in carriage 

and manner" and said that he "lived much to 

himself' while in Pittsburgh. He even barred 

neighbors from the Pie Nie grounds-areversal 

of Mr. Croghan's democratic dealings-and 

"none of the common herd were allowed to 

put foot on grounds, pick an apple or carry 

away a flower.'' 66 Captain Schenley was elected 

to Parliament in 1859, but Pittsburgh papers 

were "quite merry'' when his win was quickly 

voided for a finding ofbribery.67 
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Saint or Slumlord? 

Despite a sinking reputation in the states, the 

couple's later years were filled with family, 

luxury, and philanthropy. The Schenleys were 

the first residents of 14 Prince's Gate, a now

famous address in London's Hyde Park, which 

later housed J.P. Morgan, Andrew Mellon, 

and a young John F. Kennedy.68 At Prince's 

Gate, "ceremony, silence and solemnity" 

confronted the frenetic reality of nine 

children, and eventually numerous in-laws 

and grandchildren. In later years, Mary often 

slept until noon/" and wore velvet, lace, pearls, 

and large diamond earrings that '"flashed soft 

fire when light caught them in the dimness."' 

A staff of at least a dozen served the growing 

Schenley clan and accompanied them on 

winter holidays in Pau and Cannes.70 

Popular memory casts Mary as saintly 

philanthropist, and her 300-acre donation 

for Pittsburgh's first public park is seen as 

a generous and forward-thinking gift to 

the regional landscape. For context, the 

contemporaneous Highland Park required 

120 transactions and over $900,000.7 1 As early 

as 1847, the couple donated 10 acres for the 

Western Pennsylvania Hospital (said to be in 

"the village of Croghansville"),n and later gave 

$10,000 to the public subscription for Allegheny 

City's Riverview Park.73 Although not outright 

donations, Mary ceded the land for Oakland's 

Carnegie Institute complex74 and an Allegheny 

City school at well below market value, plus 

gave $5,000 towards the latter's construction.75 

Despite her largesse, Mary was reviled at 

the time as a heartless aristocrat whose estate 

policies blighted the region, exploited the 

poor, and stifled development. The Schenleys 

refused to sell or improve any part of their 

enormous estate76 while collecting oppressive 

ground rents in Bayardstown, the Point, and 

Hardscrabble (now the Strip District, Point 

State Park, and the Duquesne University 

campus, respectively).77 Ground rents entailed 

leases of 5 to 21 years,78 with lessees paying 

all taxes and making all improvements, 

but the dwelling still reverted to the estate 

at lease's end.79 Middle-income tenants 

rejected this scheme, unwilling to construct 

good buildings for short-term leases.80 Thus 

Schenley properties were let to the poor, 

who lacked the means to maintain let alone 

improve them, and they quickly devolved into 

tenements.81 The Point was especially squalid, 

filled with foul odors from lack ofsewers82 and 

shaky, crowded shanties that the local priest 

called unfit "to house a hog in.'' 83 Schenley 

rentals were the place "to see wretchedness 

in its home," wrote a widely-reprinted letter 

to the New York World,84 and the Point was 

frequently excoriated in the press.85 

Mary's tenants were born poor- the 

"Point Irish" were unskilled, uneducated 

Famine emigres- and her leases ensured 

they remained so.86 When a tenant could 

afford improvements, the estate raised 

the rent, yet tenants rarely moved, having 

invested any savings in their modest homes.87 

The Schenley tenements further frustrated 

Pittsburghers for impeding development, as 

each neighborhood was ideally situated for 

civic or commercial use but the estate would 

not sell.88 Moreover, the estate inflated the 

market by hoarding hundreds of untouched 

acres in the burgeoning East End, and could 

afford to hold them indefinitely because of a 

reduced agricultural tax rate.89 

Mary's gifts failed to sway public opinion. 

Her estate practices not only continued but 

became even more destructive as the city's 

population surged between 1880 and 1900.90 

Critics cast Mary as a shrewd opportunist and 

alleged that Schenley Park actually benefited 

the donor at the city's expense. That is, Mount 

Airy (as it was known) wasunfit for subdivision, 

being full of hills and hollows, but when the 

city financed its scenic transformation, the 

adjacent property that Mary kept then soared 
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in value.91 While it is true that Bellefield 

realized an increase in value instantly, the 

city had coveted Mount Airy since the 1860s 

notwithstanding its topography, and it was the 

city who referenced Mary's nearby property to 

try to induce the gift92 Plus Mary's own real 

estate agent, Finley Torrens, lobbied for its 

sale to Black & Baird, a firm offering $1,500 

per acre with designs on a gated community.93 

Mary's attorney, Robert B. Carnahan, sat on 

Public Works chief Edward Bigelow's Parks 

Council Committee, and urged her to gift it 

to the city.94 In October 1889, Torrens and 

Carnahan raced to Mary's London home, 

and "ran plump into" each other aboard the 

RMS Etruria.95 Carnahan's travel experience 

triumphed, as he got offearly in Queenstown, 

Ireland, and took a mail boat the rest of the 

way.96 Carnahan won the race, arriving at 

8 a.m., and argued with a footman until he 

agreed to wake Mary. '"You need not worry, 

Mr. Carnahan. They will not have my land,"' 

she assured him before refusing payment. 

'"[T]his is my gift to the people of Pittsburg. 

I am rich enough 

already."' The grant 

was 300 acres, with 

an option to buy an 

additional 100 acres 

at $1,250 per 

acre.97 Black 

& Baird 

later 

confirmed the land was worth $3,000 per 

acre.98 Torrens arrived just as Carnahan 

was leaving,99 and he soon severed ties with 

Mary, citing frustration with her other agents 

working in their own interests.100 

It is true Mary's advisers pushed their 

own philanthropic projects, but it was 

undisputed that Mary was wholly engaged 

and in charge.101 In 1890, after Mary resolved 

to donate 10 acres for the Institution for the 

Blind (now Western Pennsylvania School 

for Blind Children), a battle emerged over 

precisely which plot. William A. Herron, 

Torrens' successor as real estate agent, was 

on the school's board, and sought the coveted 

Bellefield land that the Schenleys had hoarded 

for decades. Mary's new attorney, Thomas D. 

Carnahan, insisted Bellefield was too valuable 

to gift, and urged her to offer the admittedly 

inferior Pie Nie site.102 Mary favored generosity, 

and not only allowed the school to select its 

plot,103 but canceled a $200,000 fundraising 

requirement when the school could not 

pay.104 After sparring with Bigelow over the 

Schenley Park entrance, the school settled on 

its present site,105 making it one of the first 

significant developments in Schenley Farms. 

For Herron's other cause,106 a large lot for a 

Newsboys' Home (for the care of indigent or 

homeless boys), he offered Mary $5,000 but 

she insisted on donating the land.107 

Mary's motives are confounding, as 

she spent a lifetime luxuriating at the city's 

expense, and then suddenly, at age 62, began 

a historic giving-spree that far eclipsed any 

Pittsburgh landowners in her lifetime.108 She 

may have been inspired by Andrew Carnegie, 

whose Gospel of Wealth she enthusiastically 

received in 1890,109 albeit after her park gift. 

The "tiny, vivid and vital people" somehow 

"matched," wrote Mary's granddaughter of 

Carnegie's animated visits at Prince's Gate.110 

It is true that Mary's sudden generosity 

related only to land grants for public purposes, 

but reversing her estate policies may not 

have been quite as easy. As early as 1890, 

Mary talked of developing the Point, and, 

mirroring a successful London initiative, 

moving the tenants to a new plan in the 

suburbs with '"better houses, better air and 

less to pay."'111 However, tenants objected to 

being relocated, threatening violence. 112 Mary 

professed sympathy for her poor tenants, but 

was also sensitive to press criticism,113 and 

ultimately renewed their leases. 11• Still, the 

estate slowly unclenched its fist in 1892: selling 

the Hardscrabble District to the Pennsylvania 

Railroad for $163,000;115 announcing that 

Schenley Farms would be developed for 

unprecedented SO-year leases to high-end 

renters;116 and gifting the historic Fort Pitt 

Block House to the preservationist Daughters 

ofthe American Revolution (DAR) after twice 

rejecting such offers.117 Notably, Mary's Block 

House gift subdivided (and thus devalued) the 

Point, a property she was actively negotiating 

to sell. In 1902, she finally sold the Point to 

Henry Clay Frick for $2 million.118 

Mary passed away at Prince's Gate on 

November 3, 1903,119 and was buried at 

nearby Kensal Green Cemetery.120 Her death 

received national attention, and Pittsburgh's 

press and politicians heaped praise on the 

departed. Mayor William B. Hays called for a 
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joint session of council, the first such honor 

for a female, and hailed her as a "queen among 

women."12 1 However, many Pittsburghers 

still disliked Mary, regarding her estate as 

a parasite whose gifts were crumbs from a 

monopolist's loaf.122 When her executors 

sought to finance a public memorial in 1912, 

John W. Herron warned Carnegie to avoid 

popular subscription and the embarrassment 

of its likely failure.m Ultimately, Carnegie 

funded most of the memorial--a statue inside 

a fountain at Schenley Park's entrance-but is 

oddly absent from press reports in a possible 

attempt to repair his friend's legacy.12• 

The modern myth of Mary's popularity 

developed slowly, and is likely a symptom of 

forgetfulness. After the 1930s, Mary's alien 

landlordism was scarcely mentioned, as 

newspapers began to remember Mary through 

increasingly fanciful, ahistorical pieces on her 

elopement and park donation.125 
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View of atom smasher and sign for 
Westinghouse Research Laboratories. 
HHC Detre L&A, Westinghouse records, MSP 484, R&D—Atom 

Smasher, Box 24, Folder 80, Item 4. 
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Unlikely Atomic
Landscape 

An 

By Marni Blake Walter 

The Westinghouse atom smasher, built by the Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing Company in 1937, launched  
the company’s world-changing innovations in nuclear research. The five-story tall, light bulb-shaped structure is  
the last vestige of the Westinghouse Research Laboratories—though it has admittedly seen better days since being  
toppled last winter. To the world, the smasher was a pioneering laboratory for one of the first large-scale nuclear  
physics research programs. To residents of Forest Hills and neighboring Chalfant and East Pittsburgh, it was a vital  
part of their neighborhoods, connected to the widespread Westinghouse network yet nestled among the small houses  
of the company-supported Westinghouse Plan. 

With the surrounding labs shuttered long ago,  

the atom smasher is seen as a lone industrial  

relic, but it is a significant part of the cultural  

landscapes of the community, of early-

twentieth century innovation, and of atomic  

history. It holds a unique place in atomic  

history, partly because of its development as a  

commercial, independent enterprise, whereas  

many places of early atomic research began as  

government land takings or isolated university  

programs, or were enshrouded in Manhattan  

Project secrecy. 

The atom smasher was the first  

commercially owned Van de Graaff generator  

in the U.S. when it joined the already  

well-established Westinghouse Research  

Laboratories, a spin-off of Westinghouse  

Electric Company’s large East Pittsburgh  

manufacturing plant a mile away. Established  

in 1886, the plant employed thousands by the  

turn of the century to manufacture turbines,  

motors, and other electrical generating  

equipment. A precursor to the Research  

Laboratories was first established at the East  

Pittsburgh plant in 1906. In 1916, that research  

division expanded and moved to the Forest  

Hills location. 



The Westinghouse atom smasher and  
Forest Hills neighborhood, August 2013.  
Photo by the author. 
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Although splitting functions has become  

common, at the time, the Westinghouse  

Research Laboratories was, as one

retrospective explained, “the first major  

research laboratory to be separated physically  

from a manufacturing location,” seeking to  

create an environment “especially suited to  

research endeavors.”1 It began modestly with  

just one research building, and another smaller  

structure to its north side.2 

Prior to the atom smasher, much of the  

research focused on ways to improve and  

expand electrical transmission in homes and  

in manufacturing. Joseph Slepian’s research  

in lightning protection led to development  

of the Autovalve lightning arrester in 1922,  

which gave electrical equipment large-scale  

protection from lightning flashes.3 Significant  

improvements also were made in high-

temperature alloys and x-ray technology.  

Some of the best-known inventions from  

these early years were the first mass-produced  

radio tube, and Vladimir Zworykin’s sealed  

cathode ray tube, the forerunner to the  

modern television, demonstrated at the  

 

labs in 1929. Later, the Research Labs made  

significant technological contributions to  

World War II efforts, including advances in  

radar technology, jet engine development, and  

a tank-gun stabilizing system.4 

In 1915 as Westinghouse moved in, the  

community around what would soon be  

part of Forest Hills was small but growing.  

Home development by the Interborough  

Improvement Co., a subsidiary of the 

Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing  

Company, was already taking shape. Better  

known as the Westinghouse Plan, the first  

homes of this development were completed  

late in 1919. Forest Hills was incorporated  

as a borough that same year. Construction  

of the plan continued for four more

years. Homes were sold to Westinghouse  

employees at, or near, cost, with a reduction  

of 10 percent made in the cost after five  

continuous years of employment.5 These  

changes to the neighborhood signaled that  

the Westinghouse presence had reached  

beyond Wilmerding and Turtle Creek, 

down Electric Avenue, to enfold this hilly  

residential area into its industrial landscape. 

 

 

 

By the late 1920s, 70 engineers were  

working at the Research Laboratories,  

organized into sections on metallurgy,  

magnetics, physics, chemistry, mechanics,  

and other subjects.6 While their work was  

already influential in the technological world, 

they also made a large impact on the borough 

of Forest Hills. With many engineers, support 

staff, and their families, the population of  

Forest Hills jumped from 1,500 in 1920  

to 4,549 in 1930 according to the census.  

It was estimated that about 90 percent  

of the residents of Forest Hills worked at  

Westinghouse in the late 1920s.7  

Although the Research Laboratories were  

notable for being separated physically from the  

main manufacturing facility, in reality a strong  

connection was maintained with the plant at  

East Pittsburgh, with Ardmore Boulevard and  

Electric Avenue tethering the two facilities and  

drawing further connections throughout the  

Westinghouse landscape. Beginning in the  

early 1900s, the streetcars, sometimes called 

the East Pittsburgh “trippers” (or later, the  

“war workers route”), transported thousands  

of Westinghouse employees.8 Managers  



 

  

and engineers from both locations attended 

lunches and presentations at each location,  

being beneficial to all.9 The research personnel  

were among those on the streetcars; in the  

early days the Research Laboratories entrance  

faced  Ardmore  Boulevard,  and  the  approach  

was up the steep hillside. Upon arrival they  

were obliged to climb the “100 steps up to the  

Lab.”10 Such stairs were a common feature  

throughout the region, as many Pittsburghers  

know well. But not every lab employee rode  

the streetcar. Trygve Yensen, Manager of the  

Magnetic Department, was an avid skier and  

around 1930 was known to sometimes ski  

to work using Ardmore Boulevard. Yensen  

became known for developing Hypernik  

for transformers, and Hypersil, a major  

improvement in silicon steel.11  

Along with this research productivity,  

by 1930 new construction was added to the  

laboratories. The main, original building  

was doubled (or more) in size. Several new  

buildings were added to the north of the  

main building within the property, including  

a boiler, generator, chemical laboratory, and  

community building at the corner of Avenue  

D.12 The Forest Hills library, initially named the  

Westinghouse Community Library, was housed  

in the community building from 1925 to 1934.13 

From 1930 to 1940 the Research

Laboratories—and with it, Forest Hills— 

enjoyed growth and development, despite  

 

Westinghouse employee furloughs resulting  

from the Great Depression and the developing  

difficulties of World War II.14  With the pace  

of  research  in  the  nascent  field  of  nuclear  

physics quickening around the world, the  

Westinghouse Electric Corporation decided in  

1936 to invest in fundamental nuclear research  

and built an atom smasher, a particle accelerator  

of the Van de Graaff type. As one of the first  

private companies to create a division dedicated  

to nuclear physics research, Westinghouse,  

according to a 1936 feature article, “set out to  

do a job that has baffled scientists for nearly  

a century—the job of disintegrating the  

atom in hope of solving much of the mystery  

surrounding the structure of matter.”15 became known for developing Hypernik enjoyed growth and development, despite surrounding the structure of matter.”

This 1915 map shows the Westinghouse  
research property near the bottom right corner  
of the image—Plot B. The atom smasher would  
be built approximately where the word “plot”  
is on the map. The Interborough Improvement  
Co. developed the “Westinghouse Plan” as a  
subsidiary of Westinghouse.  
HHC, Detre L&A, Plat Book of the Eastern Vicinity of Pittsburgh, Volume 8, plate  

13 (Philadelphia: G. M. Hopkins Co., 1915). Photo by Liz Simpson. 
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Homes  were  sold  to  westingHouse  employees  at, or  near, 
cost, witH  a  reduction  of 10 percent  made  in  tHe  cost  after  
five  continuous  years  of  employment. 



  

Construction of the atom smasher. 
HHC Detre L&A, Westinghouse records, MSP 484, R&D— 

Atom Smasher, Box 24, Folder 80, Item 2. 

 

       
     

 

Westinghouse embarked on this bold  

research plan two years before the discovery  

in 1938 of nuclear fission by Dr. Otto Hahn,  

Dr. Lise Meitner, and Dr. Fritz Strassman  

after their groundbreaking experiments at  

the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute for Chemistry  

in Berlin. At that time there was no known  

commercial purpose for this cutting-edge  

technology. Yet the Westinghouse company  

and its scientists had lofty reasons for investing  

in the field. Dr. L.W. Chubb, director of the  

laboratories, described to reporters:  
Physicists today are still learn

ing about processes, energies and  

sequences of operations, which will  

give nuclear reactions and transmuta

tions of one element into another. By  

constant experimenting they will learn  

how to duplicate Nature’s work, how  

to change elements and how to create  

new products and processes. Though  

we do not know where our present  





work will lead, or exactly what results  

we shall gain, we know that in this  

new field are hidden golden nuggets of  

scientific opportunity.16 

The Westinghouse decision to pursue  

nuclear physics research was a product  

of an era in which large companies such  

as Westinghouse, the DuPont Research  

Laboratory in Delaware, and AT&T Bell  

Laboratories in New Jersey had the money and  

facilities to invest in pure research. They did  

so “to obtain patents that would allow them  

to stay on the forefront of innovation in new  

technologies”17 with a view to commercial  

applications and, of course, profits. 

In a 1937 New York Times article, Dr.  

E.U. Condon, then associate director of  

research at Westinghouse, explained the new 

research program: Westinghouse “feels that  

all research leading to a better understanding 

of the nature of matter and energy will  
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tHere was a palpable sense of excitement 
and optimism surrounding tHe atom 
smasHer’s construction 

A 1925 view of the Research Laboratory of the 
East Pittsburgh Works, Ardmore Boulevard. 
HHC, Detre L&A, Westinghouse MSP 424, box 14A, folder 18. 



  

ultimately prove of value to the engineering 

profession, even though its immediate field  

of application is not apparent.”18 To advance 

the research, Dr. Condon started a program 

of Westinghouse research scholarships  

in physics. William Shoupp in particular  

“became a major factor in the early lead of  

Westinghouse in the atomic field.”19  

The atom smasher, an engineering  

challenge in itself, was a five million volt Van  

de Graaff electrostatic generator operating  

in a compressed air chamber, within an  

external tank of welded steel segments, 30  

feet in diameter. Scientists used the machine  

as a source of high voltage for accelerating  

subatomic particles to high speeds. It  

operated by transferring electric charge from  

a moving belt to a terminal, and was capable  

of accelerating the particles down a vacuum  

tube at speeds of more than 50 million miles-

per-hour to a target 47 feet below. Nuclear  

reactions were created by this bombardment  

of target atoms with a beam of high-energy 

particles. This type of generator produced  

a very steady voltage as compared to other  

types of accelerators, allowing for precise  

measurements necessary for gaining basic  

knowledge of nuclear physics.20 

At the beginning of the atom smasher’s  

research program, some of the results  

anticipated were the “development  of  radio  

active bodies by transmutation of matter;  

and practical developments in the field of  

electricity through increased knowledge of the  

structure of the atom.”21 The atom smasher 

scientists began bombarding atoms of lithium,  

beryllium, and carbon with neutrons and  

other particles. From this work “the most  

accurate and complete information to date  

was collected on the behavior of light-weight  

nuclear transformations.”22 

In an era on the brink of the atomic  

bomb, yet still innocent of it, and before the  

“NIMBY” (Not In My Backyard) attitude  

had entered our collective mindset, there was  

a palpable sense of excitement and optimism  

surrounding the atom smasher’s construction  

and its scientific experiments. Following an  

exhibition for professors and reporters in  

January 1940, the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

reported, “No super-civilized giants were there,  

clad in synthe-silk zippersuits…. Ordinary  

men were there, Wilkinsburgers in business  

suits—but they performed feats of modern  

science as amazing as the pseudo-scientific  

feats of Wellsian fantasy.”23 Another newspaper  

reported, “The huge apparatus … will be used  

for an inconceivable, possibly epic-making  

venture into the infinities of pure research.…  

The unique story, as thrilling as H.G. Wells’  

most vivid imaginings, is being written daily at  

the Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing  

Company research laboratories.”24  

The atom smasher under construction in  
1937. Ardmore Boulevard (Lincoln Highway)  
is to the left, and several houses on Avenue  
A of the Westinghouse Plan can be seen just  
left of (and behind) the atom smasher.  
Family of Harold D. “Whitey” Whitehurst. 

tHe  apparatus “will  be  used  for  an  
inconceivable, possibly  epic-making  venture  

into  tHe  infinities  of  pure  researcH.” 

During the 1940 exhibition, Dr. Condon  

reported that research with the atom smasher  

had so far resulted in “new yardsticks for  

measuring high voltages in atom smashing, in  

new information concerning the neutrino, or  

little atom, and in new insight into the nature  

of various elements, particularly lithium,  

beryllium and carbon”; the exhibitions that  

day also included the Klystron, a machine for  

“producing and studying ultra-short waves.”25  

By August 1940, Westinghouse physicists  

R.O. Haxby, W.E. Shoupp, W.E. Stephens,  

and  W.H.  Wells  had  discovered  a  new  way  

of releasing the energy of the uranium  

atom, known as photo-fission. Instead  

of bombarding atoms with particles like  
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Right (Above):
 
Cross section of the inside the atom smasher.
 
HHC Detre L&A, Westinghouse records, MSP 484, R&D—Atom Smasher, Box 24, 

Folder 80, Item 3. 
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Left:
 
Inside the atom smasher: “Construction of column —
  
Tank still open. Summer 1937. John W Coltman.”
  
HHC, Detre L&A Westinghouse files. Research - R+D, Box 24, folder 80. 

Right (Below):
 
Novelty atom smasher pen holder.
 
Family of Harold D. “Whitey” Whitehurst. 
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neutrons, this process used gamma rays,  

energy similar to light or x-rays but with  

much greater penetrating power, to split the  

uranium atom.26 The discovery of photo-

fission, as a concrete demonstration of an  

early theory in the field, was an important  

example of the kinds of pure research for  

which Westinghouse’s nuclear laboratory was  

intended. L.W. Chubb, then director of the  

Research Laboratories, explained in Popular  

Mechanics: “The discovery does not mean we  

are any nearer the day when a ship can travel  

around the world on the energy from a handful  

of uranium. But it is another fragment of  

evidence about atoms that may lead some day  

to atomic power machines or to some other  

benefit we are not capable of visualizing.”27 

The 1940s, a pivotal decade for the world,  

was likewise for the Westinghouse Research  

Laboratories. The publication of the photo-

fission discovery was one of the last such  

articles to appear before censorship went into  

effect when the U.S. entered World War II in  

1941. The openness and excitement heard in  

the first years of atom smashing were abruptly  

halted. A wartime curtain came down on  

private nuclear research activities like those  

at Forest Hills as the U.S. government and  

military mobilized for the Manhattan Project. 

Other areas of the Research Laboratories  

flourished as engineers and scientists  

were called upon to give the U.S. military  

a n y t  e c h n o l  o g i  ca l  

advantages possible.28 

In 1941 and 1942,  

buildings were added  

to house a microwave  

tube shop and  

electronics shop, built  

to aid in the war effort.  

These were on the Avenue D  

side of the site, opposite the cafeteria building.  

The small structure to the west side of the atom  

smasher, which housed a combustion lab and  

the mechanics department, was expanded,  

and an “underground structure” was added  

at the rear of the original main building.  

Already present at this time were facilities  

for a variety of research, many of which  

contributed important improvements  

in wartime technology: electro-mechanics,  

electro-physics, mechanical engineering,  

metallurgy, chemistry, magnetics, a high-

voltage lab, drafting and patent offices, as well  

as several other offices and labs, and grassy  

areas throughout the site with horseshoe  

courts located behind the combustion lab.29 

Dr. Stewart Way of the mechanics  

department made a major contribution to  

the war effort with his design of a gas turbine  

jet engine for aircraft based  on  an axial-flow  

design. The atom smasher was used during  

this time as a compressed air tank for some 

experiments in the jet engine design process.30 

Way’s design  

achieved the  

lightness and efficiency 

being sought by the Navy for  

use in very high-speed planes, and ultimately 

had “far-reaching influence upon future  

engineering.” (Notably, building the turbine 

for the engine would not have been possible 

without the Research Labs’ metallurgists’  

1939 development of high temperature alloys 

capable of withstanding high temperature  

and vibration.)31 

tHe  discovery  does  not  mean  we  are  any  nearer 
tHe  day  wHen  a  sHip  can  travel  around  tHe 
world  on  tHe  energy  from  a  Handful  of  uranium. 



     
     

  

 

  W E S T E R N  P E N N S Y L V A N I A  H I S T O R Y  |  F A L L  2 0 1 544 

tHe manHattan project called upon 
some forest Hills personnel to assist 
in tHe work. 

The Westinghouse Research Laboratories in  
the late 1940s, with a view of Chalfant in the  
background and Forest Hills at the far left.  
HHC, Detre L&A, Westinghouse MSS 424, box 173, folder 7. 

In this same period, land acquisition and  

massive construction began at Oak Ridge,  

Tennessee, in preparation for the Manhattan  

Project’s  work  of  uranium  enrichment 

for atomic bomb development. It is often  

said that the Westinghouse atom smasher  

was not built for the purposes of bomb-

making; instead, it was built for research,  

especially toward practical power-generation  

outcomes. This is true, but ultimately, it and  

the scientists who worked there were not  

entirely without some connections to atomic  

bomb development. The Manhattan Project  

called upon some Forest Hills personnel to  

assist in the work. In 1942 and 1943, Joseph  

Slepian and E.U. Condon from the Research  

Laboratories joined a group of scientists, led  

by E.O. Lawrence of the Radiation Laboratory  

of the University of California Berkeley, to  

explore different methods of electromagnetic  

separation. Several people from the atom  

smasher group in Forest Hills were sent to  

join in the uranium separation evaluations  

in Oak Ridge.32 Slepian returned to the  

Westinghouse Laboratories in 1944–1945,  

where he continued work on evaluating the  

ionic centrifuge method of uranium isotope  

separation on a small scale.33 

General Leslie Groves, director of the  

Manhattan Project, is said to have visited  

the Forest Hills facility and met with the  

scientists there on one or more occasions.  

Groves was among the delegation for the  

acceptance test of an ionic centrifuge that had 

been developed at the Research Laboratories. 

Although it operated as predicted, the gaseous 

diffusion method became the chosen method 

for isotope separation, while the ionic  

centrifuge method was later eliminated from 

the U.S. Uranium Enrichment Development 

program.34 Nonetheless, this work was an  

important step along the way in atomic  

research and development. 

In 1947, the atom smasher returned to  

service as a particle accelerator. Westinghouse 

physicists launched a new research program 

to examine the “mysterious force [that] keeps 

the core of matter from exploding like an  

atomic bomb,” using the atom smasher to  

analyze and measure the binding force that  

holds atoms together and the force required 

to break them apart.35 

Three years later, the research complex 

employed 192 scientists out of a workforce of  

about 450. Likewise, the population of Forest  

Hills continued its upward trend, from 5,248  

in 1940 to 6,301 in 1950. But the decade that  

followed brought a different, and in many  

ways final, era to the Westinghouse Research  

Labs and the atom smasher. As Westinghouse  

advanced its work from fundamental research  

to large-scale commercial applications, activity  

began to move away from the Research  

Laboratories in Forest Hills. Westinghouse’s 

first atomic power application project began  

in 1948 when the Atomic Energy Commission  

(AEC), led by U.S. Navy Admiral Hyman  



Work at the Westinghouse 
Research Laboratories. 
HHC Detre L&A, Westinghouse records, MSP 484, R&D— 

Atom Smasher, Box 24, Folder 80, Item 1. 
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Rickover, awarded a contract to Westinghouse  

to design and construct a pressurized water  

reactor to be used as a submarine propulsion  

system for the U.S.S.  Nautilus. 36 Dr. Shoupp,  

one of the original research fellows on the  

atom smasher project, was the technical leader  

for the Nautilus project. To support this work  

and other nuclear projects for the Navy,  

Westinghouse constructed the Bettis Atomic  

Power Laboratory in West Mifflin, less than 10  

miles from the Forest Hills labs.  

Meanwhile, following President

Eisenhower’s “Atoms for Peace” speech  

to the United Nations in 1953, Admiral  

Rickover, W estinghouse, the Duquesne Light  

Company Pittsburgh, and the Bettis Atomic  

Power Laboratory collaborated to develop the  

Shippingport Atomic Power Station. Ground  

was broken in 1954, and the plant began  

producing power in December 1957, making it  

the nation’s first full-scale atomic power plant  

used exclusively for peacetime purposes.37 

Westinghouse also created a new atomic  

power department specifically for commercial  

applications. In August 1955, Commercial  

Atomic Power Activities (CAPA) was  

commissioned and housed at the Westinghouse  

Research Labs, again with Dr. Shoupp serving  

as its technical director.38 The U.S.S. Nautilus 

launched on January 17, 1955, later becoming  

“the first craft to traverse the underside of  

the north pole,” completing that voyage at  

Shippingport, Pa.39 The Westinghouse vision  

of pure fundamental research leading to  

practical uses had indeed materialized. 

 

By the late 1950s, the Pittsburgh region 

was home to six Westinghouse nuclear power 

facilities, including the Forest Hills research  

site—now CAPA.40 As Westinghouse  

engineers advanced the peaceful use of  

nuclear power with the Shippingport reactor, 

this built upon the theoretical research  

program that had been started at the atom  

smasher in Forest Hills. 

Although Paul Rand’s famous

Westinghouse “W” logo was added to the atom  

smasher after it was designed in 1960, and  

several new buildings were built around this  

same time, the decline of the Westinghouse 

Research Laboratories was fully in motion.  

In 1955, Westinghouse moved its research  

activities into a million-square-foot Research  

and Development Center in nearby Churchill,  
41 and the atom smasher was permanently shut  

down in 1958. The Forest Hills site remained  

in use for a while, with CAPA, and later, the  

Atomic Power Divisions, then in 1967 the  

Transportation Systems Sales, Engineering,  

and Control Departments moved in.42  

About 15 miles to the south in Large,  

on Route 51, another Westinghouse nuclear 

group, the Westinghouse Astronuclear  

Laboratory (WANL) was established in July  

1959 following the success of the Shippingport 

power plant. WANL participated in testing  

during the 1960s at the Nevada National  

Security Site (NNSS, formerly known as  

the Nevada Test Site), a major U.S. location 

focused on nuclear research and testing.  

This location was established in 1950 at the  

Army Air Corps training area known as the  

 

Las Vegas-Tonopah Bombing and Gunnery  

Range to collect scientific and military data  

regarding nuclear weaponry and other uses  

of detonations.43 

From 1951 through 1992, more than 900 

nuclear tests of several types were conducted 

at NNSS. In addition to detonations of  

nuclear devices, mainly conducted at the  

locations of Frenchman Flat, Yucca Flat,  

and the Pahute and Rainier mesas, other  

research focused on radiation experiments  

and the application of nuclear energy for  

space exploration. Westinghouse’s nuclear  

physicists participated in the nuclear rocket  

experiments conducted here. The WANL, in 

collaboration with Aerojet General, developed 

the “NRX-A series of rocket test engines  

based on an 1120 mega-watt Westinghouse  

reactor” for NASA under the Nuclear Energy 

for Rocket Vehicle Applications (NERVA)  

program between 1959 and 1971. The  

nuclear rocket engines were successfully  

ground tested in the Jackass Flats area in the 

southwest corner of the Nevada Test Site.44 

The NNSS’s better-known, vivid  

evidence of nuclear testing, which looms  

large in the popular imagination, includes  

scenes like a  motel reduced  to concrete  and  

twisted steel reinforcement from  an  above-

ground blast. Other remains include a bank 

vault with its steel reinforcement exposed  

and the remains of a replica Japanese village, 

reduced to mere frames from radiation from 

an unshielded reactor. Artifacts of testing and 

analyzing equipment are found in some areas. 

The Sedan Crater, which was created during 
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tests for peaceful uses of nuclear blasting, was 

the first feature of the NNSS to be listed on 

the National Register of Historic Places.45  

“Nuclear landscapes are landscapes  

of fear,” wrote P. Goin in his landmark  

photographic study, Nuclear Landscapes. The  

environmental dangers and the potential for  

“mutually assured destruction” are vivid and  

terrifying. But unlike the charred desolation of  

the NNSS, or the former industrial expanses  

of Shippingport or the Clinton Engineer  

Works in Oak Ridge, Tennessee—images  

of which dominate the popular perceptions  

and histories of the atomic era in the United  

States—the Westinghouse atom smasher  

and its landscape is strikingly different. The  

small research facility grew as a part of its  

community with origins and goals unlike most  

atomic facilities. In its own era, it symbolized  

the promise of technological innovation,  

inspiring awe and wonder rather than fear.  

Its very location, built within a residential  

neighborhood (with which it  

had a positive relationship), is  

an artifact of that optimism— 

and perhaps naiveté—of the  

years just prior to the wartime  

detonation of the atomic  

bomb. In the recent past, the  

atom smasher garnered pride,  

admiration, and even affection:  

a writer for the 1969 Forest Hills  

Golden Jubilee commemorative  

booklet proclaimed, “At  

this historic location [the  

Westinghouse Research site]  

passed a parade of so many  

great scientists, inventions and  

significant ‘happenings’ that a  

separate history book would be  

needed to cover the subject.… 

Our ‘World’s First’ … the atom  

smasher (1937–38) must top  

the list!!”46 

A view of the property of the former Westinghouse  
Research Laboratories from North Avenue in Chalfant  
during demolition, December 2014.  
Photo by the author. 

Bowman sisters on Avenue A (in the Westinghouse Plan area) in  
the early 1950s, about one-tenth of a mile up the street from the  

atom smasher. Their father, Pierre D. Bowman, was a Westinghouse  
engineer who worked, for a time, at the Forest Hills site.  

Collection of Pat Bowman Katsilas. 
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Rubble and a dismantled atom smasher  
at the site of the former Westinghouse  
Research Laboratories, April 2015. The  
building to the right of the atom smasher is  
the former community building/cafeteria of  
the Research Labs.  
Photo by the author. 

Despite the former successes of the  

place, Westinghouse made its final layoffs  

from Forest Hills in the mid-1980s and in  

2004 several of the older research buildings  

were demolished.47 It has received official  

recognition of its historical significance several  

times. The  atom smasher  was dedicated as  

an Institute of Electrical and Electronics  

Engineers’ (IEEE) Electrical Engineering  

Milestone in 1985. In 1987 the American  

Society of Metals International (ASM)  

designated the Research Laboratories as an  

ASM Historical Landmark. A Pennsylvania  

State Historical marker was installed in 2010,  

helping to promote its significance in both  

Pennsylvania and engineering history. 

Preservation efforts for major sites of  

the Manhattan Project are under way as our  

nation attempts to address the many issues  

surrounding nuclear weapons development. In  

December 2014, President Obama signed into  

law the 2015 National Defense Authorization  

Act, thus authorizing the creation of the  

Manhattan Project National Historical Park.  

The National Park Service unit will include  

properties at Los Alamos, New Mexico; Oak  

Ridge, Tennessee; and Hanford, Washington. 

At first glance, this small atomic research  

facility in Forest Hills seems to have little in  

common with those elements of our atomic  

heritage in terms of scale, complexity, and  

secrecy—but they all share a heritage of  

connected research and discoveries. The  

major atomic heritage sites are central to the  

development of the atomic bomb and to our  

historical understanding of those events.  

But there is a much more varied story to be  

told outside of the Manhattan Project. The  

Westinghouse atom smasher and Research Labs  

wrote a part of that story, in which scientists  

sought to unlock knowledge for productive  

use in industry, for sustainable forms of energy  

generation, and for scientific discovery leading  

to unforeseen technological innovations. 

For nearly 80 years the giant light bulb-

shaped atom smasher stood on the edge of  

Forest Hills as the area’s charismatic symbol  

of early atomic-era progress. But as this  

Westinghouse site changed and evolved over  

the last century, change has come again. P&L  

Investments purchased the 11-acre property 

of the former Westinghouse Research 

Laboratories in 2013. By January 2015 all the  

remaining buildings were demolished and the  

atom smasher was knocked to the ground and  

left in an extremely vulnerable situation. 

Prior to its demolition, the Westinghouse 

atom smasher was the most visible artifact of 

Westinghouse’s early, prescient commitment 

to nuclear research toward practical  

industrial uses. It is in the direct lineage of  

Westinghouse’s pioneering work in naval and 

rocket nuclear propulsion and commercial  

nuclear power applications. Today, nearly half 

of all the commercial nuclear power plants  

in operation were either built or designed by 

Westinghouse engineers, and Westinghouse  

is now engaged in constructing a fleet of new 

AP1000 reactors. These accomplishments  

s t a n d a l on g s i d e t h o s e o f t h e o t h e r  

departments at the Westinghouse Research  

Laboratories, which also provided the world 

with numerous important inventions. In  

the Pittsburgh region, it helped Forest Hills  

to build houses, community facilities, and  

even the swimming pool that has been a  

highlight of summers for decades.48 It had  

equally as much impact on the residents of  

W E S T E R N  P E N N S Y L V A N I A  H I S T O R Y  |  F A L L  2 0 1 548 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  W E S T E R N  P E N N S Y L V A N I A  H I S T O R Y  |  F A L L  2 0 1 5  49

Chalfant next door. The atom smasher, as an 

iconic symbol of the Westinghouse legacy, is 

significant to local people as a part of their 

families’ mid-twentieth century experience, 

creating a distinctive community history 

while fostering Pittsburgh’s reputation for 

industrial innovation. 

Marni Blake Walter is a graduate of Carnegie 

Mellon University and earned a Ph.D. from Bos

ton University, specializing in historical archae

ology and heritage management. She is a native 

of the Westinghouse Plan in Forest Hills. 
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By James Shultz 

On October 1, 1925, Charles Ames took off about 10:00 at night from Hadley Field 
in central New Jersey, bound for Cleveland. He was delivering mail as part of the 
country’s fi rst air mail program. He was scheduled to refuel at Bellefonte in central 
Pennsylvania but never arrived. With the fog thick that night, no one saw him if he 
passed overhead, and perhaps he never saw the landing strip. But to the west, some 
farmers thought they saw a plane circling low and so on October 6, Aero Field near 
Clarion became headquarters for the most highly publicized search effort to date 
for a missing Air Mail Service pilot. It would not end well. 
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C larion’s Aero Field didn’t see  

many dramatic nights such as 

this, but the event reminded  

people of the importance of the field. Clarion  

was one of the few way stations along the air 

mail route from New York City to Cleveland, 

and for a decade it was critical to the program. 

Locals realized its strategic importance too  

and helped improve and maintain the field   

and its buildings for the safety and comfort  

of those pioneering pilots before quickly  

changing technology passed it by. Clarion’s  

air field became Western Pennsylvania’s  

primary connection with the original U.S. Air 

Mail Service that eventually connected the  

east and west coasts. 

Aero Field was located near the western 

edge of one of the most treacherous and  

challenging early air mail flight paths, over   

Pennsylvania ’s Appalachian Mountains  

and Allegheny Plateau.1 Flying west toward  

Cleveland, an air mail pilot could land at  

Clarion to sit out a lake-effect snow storm.  

Heading east and facing foggy weather across 

central Pennsylvania, a pilot might refuel at  

Clarion in the event that conditions forced an 

attempt to fly  non-stop through to New York 

City.2 Clarion’s Aero Field anchored Western 

Pennsylvania’s support for the original U.S.  

Air Mail Service by becoming a familiar refuge 

for  pilots  fl ying  the  dangerous  Pennsylvania  

leg of the transcontinental air mail route, by 

maintaining community involvement when  

responding to unanticipated local challenges, 

and by meeting the Air Mail Service’s  

changing needs and requirements. 

The Post Office Department took over air  

mail service from the U.S. Army Air Service in 

1918. That August, Post Office officials hired   

pilots and organized test flights for the first    

scheduled air mail route to the west—from  

New York City to Chicago via Cleveland.3 

Post Office leadership had a mandate  

f rom Congress   

and the business  

community  to  

c o n t i n u o u s l y   

improve  mai l   

service and reduce 

delivery time.  

The Post Off ice 

pursued air  m ail 

transport to offer  

faster service to  

users willing to  

pay a premium,  

not as a strategy 

for replacing  

railroad delivery and other forms of ground 

transportation. Air mail service was also a  

way to provide employment for returning  

WWI airmen at a time when there were few 

other opportunities in aviation. 

community  to 

c o n t i n u o u s l y 

improve  mai l 

service and reduce 

delivery time. 

The Post Office 

pursued air mail 

transport to offer 

faster service to 

users willing to 

pay a premium, 

not as a strategy 

for replacing 

Left: 
Pilot Max Miller’s air mail plane #1, flown from Bellefonte, Pa., to Clarion 
on September 20, 1918, before regular air mail flights began between New 
York City and Cleveland. This is the same plane that Miller flew on the Mail 
Service’s first air mail flight on August 12, 1918, between Washington, 
D.C., and New York City. 
Daniel Hines Air Mail Collection, American Philatelic Research Library, Bellefonte, Pennsylvania. 

Right: 
U.S. Air Mail Service pilot Max Miller was the first air mail pilot   
to land at Clarion’s Aero Field, flying from Bellefonte to Clarion   
to check out the suitability of Clarion’s field to be Western   
Pennsylvania’s primary emergency landing site. 
Daniel Hines Air Mail Collection, American Philatelic Research Library, Bellefonte, Pennsylvania. 

The  Air  Mail  Service  was  initially  

limited to flights between New York City   

and Washington, D.C., but those in charge  

believed air mail could prove  its economic  

feasibility only over longer distances.  

Therefore, Post Office officials prepared  

plans to expand the Service westward, first to  

Chicago by way of Cleveland, and eventually 

from Chicago to San Francisco. Post Office   

executives projected in 1918 that air 



mail delivery between New York City and 

Chicago would take about nine-and-a-half 

hours compared to the established 24 hours 

by train. Officials hoped air delivery between 

New York City and San Francisco could be 

accomplished in about 35 hours versus the 

existing 90-and-a-half hours by railroad.• 

Pilot Max Miller flew the first air mail 

plane in to Clarion, arriving from Bellefonte, 

Pennsylvania, on September 20, 1918, to 

assess the grass field's suitability to support 

the route between New York and Cleveland.5 

A Clarion newspaper soon reported on a 

"U.S. Official Bulletin" announcing the first 

east-west air mail route: 
The New York-Chicago route will be 

laid out in three legs, the first from New 

York to Bellefonte, Pa., a distance of215 

miles, with an emergency station and 

machine midway at Lehighton [Pa.); the 

second leg from Bellefonte to Cleveland, 

a distance of 215 miles, with an emer

gency station at Qarion, Pa., a distance 

of87 miles from Bellefonte; the third leg 

from Cleveland to Chicago, a distance 

of323 miles, with an intermediate mail

ing station at Bryan [Ohio).6 

Air mail flights over Western 

Pennsylvania began in mid-December 1918, 

but hasty preparations and a high rate of 

mechanical problems with the mail planes 

forced temporary suspension.7 However, 

work was already in progress to build airplane 

hangars in Pennsylvania under Post Office 

Department supervision at Oarion, Bellefonte, 

and Lehighton.8 William Lindley, a pilot with 

experience on the Air Mail Service's New 

York City to Washington, D.C., route, was 

named Clarion's first field manager, effective 

December 16, 1918.9 

Other than financing initial hangar 

construction, the Post Office Department had 

no funding to purchase and operate airports. 

Instead it relied on reaching agreements 

with local community groups that already 

controlled air fields. The Postmaster's annual 

report for 1918 stated, "In the conduct of 



.. . the preliminary work on the routes to be 


established ... 
the Post Office Department 

is receiving ... 
much local assistance from 

committees, individuals, and aero clubs."'0 


-
John Whitbeck, Eastern Division Superintendent for the 
U.S. Air Mall Service, was responsible In the sprlni of 
1925 for overseelni Clarion Aero Field's preparations 
for nliiht flylni between New York City and Cleveland. 
Here Whitbeck ireets air mall pilot Wesley Smith. 
Oultl Mines Air Mall Collection,AmericanPhilatelic Resea1thlibrary, Btllefonte, Ptnnsyln nia. 

To help sustain the field, Clarion-area 

citizens filed an application on November 11, 

1919, to organize the Aero Club of Clarion, 

Pennsylvania. According to the application, 

the Club was formed "for the purpose of 

maintaining a field and hangar for aeroplane 

purposes." The application included a list of 

122 individual and business contributors, with 

total initial pledges of$3,860.11 

Despite the public's fascination with 

airplanes and stunt shows, most air fields 

were supported and maintained by "aviation 

enthusiasts," not by the community. In 

Clarion, however, community leaders sought 

public support, using the Clarion Aero Club 

as the mechanism, to show their support 

of, and to, the Post Office Department. Not 

every community used an aero club to rally 

support - Bellefonte, for example, used its 

local chamber ofcommerce - but every small 

town saw the economic advantage, let alone 

bragging rights, to maintaining an airstrip. 

Air mail flights between New York and 

Cleveland resumed on July I , 1919.12 The 

Post Office Department also pressed ahead 

with plans to extend air mail delivery all 

the way to the west coast. Anticipating the 

first coast to coast air mail delivery, the U.S. 

Postmaster General boasted of having 14 

landing fields, including Clarion, between 

New York and San Francisco, calling them 

"probably the greatest system of regularly 

maintained landing fields and facilities in the 

world ... approximately every 200 miles."u 

The first coast to coast air mail delivery left 

New York on September 8, 1920, reaching 

San Francisco on September 11. 

The Post Office Department soon issued 

a pocket-sized guide called Pilots' Directions, 

New York--San Francisco Route (1921), which 

listed landmarks to guide pilots and presented 

basic information about the route and key 

landing sites. According to Pilots' Directions, 

a white cross distinguished the Clarion field, 

either on the landing field itself or on the 

roof of the field's red brick hangar. Noted as 

being east of town, the field was "large" but 

became soft after rains. Available services and 

supplies included long-distance telephone 

and telegraph service, gasoline, and oil. As 

far as notable landmarks for pilots, the guide 

highlighted the buildings of Oarion Normal 

School, a water tank on a hill within sight of 

the Clarion Aero hangar, and the county court 

house tower in town.•• 

Early air mail flying was dangerous. 

The Post Office Department issued Pilots' 

Directions because the pilots relied almost 

entirely on visual navigation; when the Air 

Mail Service expanded westward from New 

York City in 1918 and 1919, the pilots had 

no maps to guide them.'5 Air mail pilot Dean 

Smith recalled, "We did not rely on gauges 

and indicators; we flew by feel, noting the 

control pressures on our hands and feet, the 

shifting weight of our bodies, and the pitch 

of the singing wires."16 Terrain and variable 

weather conditions across Pennsylvania 

made reliance on visual reckoning in the 

early 1920s particularly challenging and risky. 

After flying coast to coast in May of 1923, a 

military pilot recalled his flight across the 

state: "Pennsylvania is a very difficult State 

to fly over, as there are no straight lines from 

which to judge directions on the ground and 

the atmosphere is invariably misty and smoky. 

The rivers, automobile roads, and railroads 

wind in all directions and the cities are covered 

with smoke and hidden in the hills. The 

boundaries of farms and fields run diagonally 

in various directions and are rarely straight."17 

The Clarion field's airplane hangar 

mentioned in Pilots' Directions, built in 1919 

at the direction ofthe Post Office Department, 

was threatened by a powerful storm passing 

through the area on March 4, 1923. Wind 
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gusts dislodged a farmhouse roof a few miles 

from the field, lifted roofing slates from the 

county court house, downed trees throughout 

the area, and rendered the hangar unusable 

by shifting the roofstructure to the point that 

the walls collapsed.18 By 1923, the Post Office 

Department had transferred ownership and 

control of the hangar to the Clarion Aero 

Club. Although the original hangar was built 

for about $6,000, the replacement cost would 

be at least $10,000.19 Nonetheless, the club was 

committed to replacing it, andby January! 924, 

in spite ofthe winter weather, local contractor 

Thomas Hartle was at work clearing away the 

damaged hangar and securing materials for a 

new one, which "will be pushed to completion 

at the earliest possible time."20 

It was fortunate that Aero Club officers 

decided to rebuild the hangar. In an ongoing 

campaign to reduce point-to-point air mail 

flying time, Post Office officials initiated 

nighttime flying supported by ground lights 

between Chicago and Cheyenne, Wyoming, 

in August 1923. The lighting system included 

field lights and a beacon at each regular and 

emergency landing field, and route marker 

lights and beacons between fields.21 Soon, Post 

Office executives began developing plans to 

bring lighted night flying to the east Having 

an active hangar in place, coupled with the 

Clarion field's central location on the air mail 

route over Northwest Pennsylvania, ensured 

that Clarion's Aero Field would be a primary 

emergency support field for night flying 

between New York City and Cleveland.22 

The Air Mail Service's Eastern Division 

Superintendent John Whitbeck met in 

Clarion on January 17, 1925, with Aero Club 

representatives to discuss arrangements 

for transforming Clarion's field for night 

flying. More field space would be needed to 

allow for a greater margin of safety for night 

landings- the Air Mail Service's standard air 

mail planes throughout most of this period 

(converted World War I de Havilland DH-4s) 

had no brakes. The Post Office Department's 

space requirement for night flying was about 

70 acres for primary emergency fields.23 The 

Aero Oub owned the hangar but only about 

25 acres ofland, so the Club needed to acquire 

more real estate. A new agreement between 

the Air Mail Service and the club outlined 

each party's responsibilities. Although the club 

needed to expand the field to accommodate 

a runway of about 2,500 feet, the Air Mail 

Service would contribute to the cost of land 

clearing and grading and pay $10 per acre 

rent per year. Also, the Air Mail Service would 

arrange for, own, and maintain the most costly 

and complex components: the field boundary 

lights and a field beacon light24 

Aero Club officers worked on three 

fronts to bring the field up to Air Mail Service 

standards. First, the officers resurrected the 

fundraising campaign that accompanied 

Aero Club incorporation in 1920. They fed 

promotional and news articles to Clarion's 

two newspapers, noting that per-share 

membership fees were the equivalent of "pro 

rata ownership in the hangar and land. It has 

an asset of material value behind it."25 Club 

officials then added new wrinkles, announcing 

that the public could buy membership shares 

'· 
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on credit and naming those who contributed, 

with amount, in the local papers as an 

inducement for others to sign up.26 Second, for 

the required air field expansion, club officials 

identified two parcels ofland bordering on the 

Aero Club's existing 25 acres.27 Club officers 

negotiated the purchase ofabout 27 acres from 

a farmer owning land adjacent to the field and 

recorded the deed transfer in February 1925.28 

Finally, Aero Club leaders increased the club's 

authorized financial capital by amending its 

corporate charter.29 

John Whitbeck returned in mid-February 

1925 to check on field preparations for night 

flying. He saw that work was well under way. At 

least 14 acres oftimber needed to be removed. 

By late February, workmen made good 

progress in felling trees, removing stumps, and 

clearing underbrush to make way for grading, 

which extended into April and May.Jo 

Air mail pilots began practicing night 

flying and testing the lighting system between 

New York City and Cleveland in June 1925. 

Tower-mounted beacon lights along the route 

were tested on the night ofTuesday, June 16. 

An eastbound daytime flight over Clarion 

arrived late that evening, just before dark, and 

then continued toward Bellefonte "guided by 

the brilliant lights" at the airfield.31 Nighttime 

practice flights and landings at Clarion 

occurred regularly in late June. Reporting 

on these events, a Clarion newspaper writer 

concluded, "The preparation for this so far as 

the Clarion field is concerned has been made 

quite perfectly. "32 

Mail-carrying night flights between 

New York and Chicago commenced on July 

1, 1925. Two westbound flights leaving the 

New York City end from Hadley Field, New 

Jersey, departed about 7:47 p.m. and 9:48 p.m. 

Mail on two eastbound flights from Chicago 

was transferred to different planes with new 

pilots after arriving in Cleveland. The first 

plane departed from Cleveland before 11 :00 

p.m. and the second after midnight.JJ Local 

observers in Clarion that night reported 

only one eastbound flight (before midnight) 

and one westbound (after midnight). A stiff 

wind out of the west challenged the night's 

westbound flyers, but forced no landings at 

the Clarion field. The eastbound flight spotted 

over Clarion was probably air mail pilot Paul 

Collins heading from Cleveland to Bellefonte, 

with Collins eventually arriving at Hadley Field 

around 2:00 a.m. on July 2. The later plane 

flying westbound over Clarion was most likely 

air mail pilot James Hill in the second plane to 

leave Hadley Field earlier that evening.J• 

Seventy 24-inch rotating beacon lights 

atop SO-foot towers, each emitting 2.5 million 

candle power (a measurementoflightintensity 

at the source), dotted the route between 

Hadley Field and Chicago. The towers were 

spaced from 12 to 25 miles apart depending 

on terrain. Much smaller, four-lamp beacons 

mounted on a 3.5-foot concrete base were 

spaced between the tower-mounted beacons. 

Beacons on landing field towers revolved in 

one direction, whereas beacons between fields 

rotated in the other, thus allowing pilots to tell 

the difference.Js At the Clarion air field itself, 

in addition to a towered beacon, 24 small 

boundary lights circled the landing area, flood 

lights illuminated the hangar, and a gasoline-

fueled Kohler generator supplied electricity.36 

In preparation for nliht flylni on the eastern lei 
of the transcontinental air mall route, the U.S. 
Air Mall service erected 50-foot towers with 
beacon llihts every 12 to 25 miles between 
New York City (Hadley Field, New Jersey) and 
ChlCaiO. The tower pictured here was between 
Clarion and Bellefonte, Pa. 
Daniel Hines Air Mail Colleeti:ln, American Phllateli: Researth UbralJ, Bellefonte, 
Pennsytvanla, 

The route 
was dotted

by70 

rotating 

beacons 




 


....,,..

Outfitted with instruments for gauging 

weather conditions, the Clarion field was a 

designated weather reporting station. As a 

primary emergency landing field, Oarion was 

connected by a dedicated telephone line to the 

Cleveland and Bellefonte fields. Pilots and field 

personnel could call ahead to Clarion before 

take-off to get an assessment of area weather 

conditions and thus modify flight plans as 

necessary. Field personnel at Clarion also 

checked weather reports out of Cleveland and 

Bellefonte and used a red-flare signal system 

shared by all emergency landing fields to warn 

pilots of bad weather ahead. Air mail pilot 

Wesley Smith probably took advantage of all 

ofthis on the night ofJuly 12, 1926, as he flew 

westward toward Cleveland. Already aware of 
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reported rough weather ahead, Smith landed 

at Clarion and spent the night before heading 

on to Cleveland the next morning.37 

Air mall pilot Wesley Smith stands beside his DH-4 air mall 
plane. Smith was one of the few veteran pilots who did 
not transfer to sections further west with expansion of the 
transcontinental air mall route. Smith not only contributed 
to wrltlni Pilots' Directions, but he also wrote an Important 
piece, "How I Fly at Niiht" tor Journal of the society of 
Automotive Entlneers In 1926, which focused on nliht 
flyini over Pennsylvania. 
Danlel HInes AirMall Coll&etlon. American Philatellc Rewan:h Li brary, Bellefonta. Pennsylvanla. 

Whether flying at night or in daylight with 

poor visibility, air mail pilots in the early to 

mid-1920s monitored elapsed flying time with 

a timepiece as one indicator of approximate 

location. Pilots also checked landmarks to 

estimate altitude and verify the accuracy of 

the airplane's altimeter, which operated using 

barometric pressure adjusted to sea level.38 A 

Clarion landmark aided pilots by providing 

both a time and altitude check. Completed 

in 1885, the Clarion County Court House, in 

the center oftown, and a little over a mile west 

of Clarion Aero Field, topped out at slightly 

over 200 feet and supported a clock tower with 

lighted nine-foot dials facing in each of four 

directions. Pilots knew that the courthouse 

was almost exactly 1,500 feet above sea level, 

which meant that a visual check of the tower 

for time and altitude while flying by was good 

practice regardless ofthe weather.'9 

The July 1925 launch ofilluminated night 

flying between New York City and Chicago 

was a capstone achievement for the Air Mail 
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Service. Itwas not only a remarkable technical 

milestone, enabling further improvements 

in service and reduced delivery time, but it 

also symbolically validated the Post Office 

Department's strategy of establishing a single 

coast to coast national air route backbone 

before setting upother inter-city air mail routes 

and before contracting with private sector air 

mail carriers. However, events soon muted 

this spirit of accomplishment as Clarion Aero 

Field became field headquarters for the most 

extensive and highly publicized search effort 

to date for a missing Air Mail Service pilot. 

Veteran pilot Charles Ames took off about 

10:00 p.m. on October 1, 1925, from Hadley 

Field, New Jersey, bound for Cleveland. Thick, 

low-hanging fog surrounded Bellefonte before 

Ames' scheduled arrival there for refueling, 

and he was not heard from or seen that night.4° 

Two farmers near Punxsutawney, well 

to the west of Bellefonte, reported seeing a 

plane circling below the clouds around 1 :00 

a.m. Assuming that Ames continued on past 

Bellefonte, Post Office Department executives 

decided on October 3 to begin searching from 

the air out of Clarion's Aero Field as well as 

from Bellefonte.41 At the request of Assistant 

Post Office Superintendent C. F. Egge, 

Pennsylvania's Governor Pinchot ordered the 

state's National Guard commander to identify 

units to dispatch to Clarion for the search. 

John Whitbeck, head ofthe Air Mail Service's 

Eastern Division, directed four air mail planes 

and pilots to fly from Oeveland to Clarion to 

join the search.42 

On October 6, Post Office Department 

officials moved search headquarters from 

Bellefonte to the Clarion air field, and 

Assistant Superintendent Egge arrived to 

continue overall command. Four veteran 

pilots then flying in the West arrived to join 

the search. Pilots in 12 planes based at Clarion 

began scanning the ground daily along the 

air mail route over Northwest Pennsylvania. 

Between 300 and 350 Pennsylvania National 

Guardsmen, some on horseback, and 

thousands ofcivilian volunteers searched from 

the ground across the wooded hills.43 Pilots 

and others organized a $500 reward fund, 

distributing flyers throughout the region to 

announce the offer to anyone locating Ames. 

Within a few days the reward grew to $1,000.44 

Residents of the Bellefonte area did 

not give up hope; some organized a search 

party that started out early on October 11. 

They were not out long before spotting 
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Ames' wreckage with his body in the cockpit 

a couple of hundred feet from a mountain 

summit a few miles east of town.45 Recalling 

the steep mountain slopes that air mail pilots 

had to negotiate in and out of the Bellefonte 

air field, one aviation writer noted, "It had 

been argued that Clarion, some fifty miles 

west of Bellefonte, would have been a more 

logical choice for a terminal stop. The 

cruising range of the DH [air mail plane] 

had Clarion within its capability."46 

The Clarion field's location, facilities, 

and community support marked it as an 

important Air Mail Service facility but by 

the late 1920s, advancements in aircraft 

technology and evolving postal strategy 

diminished its role. The aircraft industry 

introduced more powerful planes that flew 

longer distances between stops. In 1926, the 

Post Office Department began phasing out 

the DH-4 mail plane after purchasing several 

Douglas airplanes, customized for the Air 

Mail Service with greater carrying capacity, 

higher cruising speed, and an ability to fly 

longer between stops.47 

Post Office management anticipated 

turning over the Air Mail Service to private 

carriers from its inception in 1918. The 

assistant postmaster general in d1arge of the 

service declared in 1922 that the department 

"does not feel that it should operate an air 

mail service any more than it should operate a 

steamboat service or a railway service only until 

such times as the commercial interests, of this 

country, are ready to step in and take over the 

burden."41 The U.S. Air Mail Act of 1925 (also 

known as the Kelly Act, for Pa. Congressman 

Clyde Kelly, chairman of the House Post 

Office Committee) authorized the awarding 

of mail contracts to private air carriers to 

transport mail and promoted creation of 

additional inter-city air mail routes. 49 One of 

the earliest was from Pittsburgh to Cleveland 

in April 1927. It set into motion the creation 

of commercial air mail and passenger travel. 

The New York to Chicago stretm was the last 
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on the transcontinental route to be converted 

to private carrier. National Air Transport, Inc., 

took control of air mail operations on this 

segment on September 1, 1927.50 And so ended 

a chapter at Clarion. 

A flyer of some note, Parker D. Cramer, 

had used Aero Field during the air mail 

heyday as a base for his private business which 

offered airplane parts and repair services, short 

commercial cargo flights, and flying lessons. 

After the field reverted to only local use, he 

moved on to attempting flights over the Arctic 

region to demonstrate time-saving routes 

between the U.S. and Europe. In 1931, Cramer 

died in a crash during one of his attempts,51 

and Clarion's field was renamed Parker D. 

Cramer Airport in 1933.52 The airport saw 

some activity before and during World 

War II for military pilot training programs 

in connection with Clarion State Teachers 

College. Later, the field became privately 

owned and was removed from official aviation 

maps, but continued to be used by local flying 

enthusiasts through about 1980. 

Eventually, Clarion Borough acquired 

about 15 acres at the southwest corner to 

develop Paul A. Weaver Community Park 

with ballfields, a picnic pavilion, and a 

playground. The rest of the field remains 

grassy and undeveloped, belying the years 

when this ground was one of only 14 coast

to-coast terminal and support fields for 

transcontinental air mail. 

James Shultz, a Clarion native and graduate of 

Clarion University, is an independent researcher 

living near Richmond, Virginia. 

Miss Pittsburgh, a Waco 9 airplane, made 
the first air mall delivery between Pittsbur2h 
and Cleveland on April 21, 1927, as part 
of the Kelly Air Mall Act. It's seen here at 
Bettis Field (now Bettis Atomic plant In 
West Mifflin) with pilots Dewey Noyes and 
Merle Moltrup. The restored plane, now In 
the collection of the Heinz History Center, 
Is on display In the Landslde Terminal at 
PlttsbUiih International Airport 
HHC Oet"' L&A, M~20.BOO.f03.101. 

1 Ben Marsh and Peirce Lewis, "Land Forms and 
Human Habitat," in A Geography ofPennsylvania, 
ed. Eugene W. Miller <University Park: Pennsylvania 
State University Press, 1995), 19-20. 

2 	 "Airports and Airways-Clarion, Pa.," Aviation XXI, 
no. 6 (August 9, 1926): 263-264. 

• 	William M. Leary, Aerial Pioneers: The U.S. Air Mail 
Service, 191S.1927 (Washington, O.C.: Smithsonian 
Institution Press, 1985), 54. 

• 	Benjamin B. Lipsner, The Airmail: Jennies to Jets 
(Chicago: Wilcox and Follett Company, 1951), 
99-100. The Post Office Department scheduled 
air mail flights in relation to railway mail transport 
schedules to form an integrated scheduling system 
sometimes referred to as "advance delivery" (Lipsner, 
pp. 150-151). 

• 	Kathleen Wunderly, Bellefonte and the Early Air Mail, 
191S.1927 (Bellefonte: American Phi lateI ic Society, 
2007), 8-10. 

6 	 "Air Mail Route to Start Early in December," Clarion 
Democrat, October 31, 1918, 7. 

7 Leary, 70-72; Wunderly, 12-14. 

• 	"Aero Mail in Snowstorm," Aerial Age VII I, no. 13 
(December 9, 1918): 659. 

9 	 "U.S. Aerial Mail," Aerial Age VIII, no. 19 (January 
20, 1919): 940; "Pilot Stories: Lindley, William," 
Smithsonian National PostaI Museum, accessed 
August 2, 2014, http://postalmuseum.si.edulairmaill 
pil otipi lot_rest/pi lot_rest_I indley.html. 

10 United States Post Office Department, Annual Report 
of the Postmaster General of the United States for 
the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1918 (Washington, 
D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1919), 19. 

11 Application for Charter of the Aero Club of Clarion, 
Pennsylvania, Office of Recorder, Clarion County, 
Pennsylvania, recorded May 15, 1920. Note: The 
$3,860 in initial Clarion Aero Club pledges in 
1919 is the equivalent of $53,060 in 2015, based 
on change in consumer prices since 1919 <U.S. 
Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, CPI 
Inflation Calculator, accessed June 27, 2015, http:// 
www.bls.govldata/inflation_calculator.htm. 

12 Leary, 85. 

""Air Mail to Pacific Starts Wednesday," New York 
Times, September 6, 1920, 1, 11. 

14 United States Post Office Department, Air Mail 
Service, Pilots' Directions, New York-San Francisco 
Route (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 
1921), 6-7, 41. 

15 Leary, 71. 
16 Dean C. Smith, By the Seat of My Pants (Boston: 

Little, Brown and Company, 1961), 105. 
17 John A. Macready, "The Non-stop Flight Across 

America," The National Geographic Magazine 46, no. 
1 (July 1924): 56. 

18 "Destructive Wind Storm," Clarion Democrat, March 
8, 1923, 5. 

58 WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA HISTOlf I FALL 2015 

www.bls.govldata/inflation_calculator.htm
http://postalmuseum.si.edulairmaill


----- - - ----- - - - ------- - - -

19 Ibid. 
20 "The wind wrecked airplane hangar...," Clarion 

Democrat, January 10, 1924, 5. 

21 United States Post Office Department, Annual Report 
of the Postmaster General of the United States for 
the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1923 (Washington, 
D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1923), 8-9; Leary, 
178-180, 197. 

22 " It is reported that Clarion's aviation field ... ," Clarion 
Democrat, November 27, 1924, 5; "New York
Chicago Night Air Mail," Aviation XIX, no. 2 (July 13, 
1925): 40. 

23 "Clarion Aero Field," Clarion Democrat, January 22, 
1925, 1; Leary, 175. 

24 "Clarion Aviation Field," Clarion Democrat, February 
5, 1925, 4; "Authentic Aero Information," Clarion 
Democrat, February 12, 1925, 5. 

25 "Authentic Aero Information," Clarion Democrat, 
February 12, 1925, 5. 

25 "Clarion Aviation Field," Clarion Democrat, February 
5, 1925, 4; "Aviation Field," Clarion Democrat, 
February 19, 1925, 1. 

27 "Clarion Aviation Field," Clarion Democrat, February 
5, 1925, 4. 

2• 	"Notice," Clarion Democrat, May 24, 1923, 4; 
"Deeds Recorded," Clarion Democrat, February 19, 
1925, 7. 

29 "At the meeting of the Clarion Aero Club ... ," Clarion 
Democrat, June 4, 1925, 5; Amendment to Charter, 
Aero Club ofClarion, Pa., Office of Recorder, Clarion 
County, Pennsylvania, recorded December 19, 1925. 

• 0 "Aviation Field," Clarion Democrat, February 19, 
1925, 1; Leary, 207; "A force of workmen...," 
Clarion Democrat, February 26, 1925, 5; "At 
the meeting of the Clarion Aero Club ... ," Clarion 
Democrat, June 4, 1925, 5. 

~ 

31 "Night Mail Lights," Clarion Democrat, June 18, ""Shift Base in Search for Air Mail Flier," New York 
1925, 5. Times, October 7, 1925, 8; "Ames Sought in Vain, 

But Hunt Will Go On," New York Times, October 8,32 "Night Flyers," Clarion Democrat, July 2, 1925, 1. 
1925, 29; "Thousands Unable to Find Mail Flier," 

••"Planes Set Record in Night Mail Flight," New York Washington Post, October 8, 1925, 1. 

Times, July 3, 1925, 15; Leary, 209-210. 


44 Davidson, 20; "Died from Fracture of Frontal Bone," 
34 "Night Flyers," Clarion Democrat, July 2, 1925, 1; New York Times, October 12, 1925, 2. 


Leary, 209-210. 

"Wunderly, 55-56. 

"Roger Dane, "Midnight Suns of the Air Mail," Aero 
46 Davidson, 23. Digest 7 (July 1925): 360; Wesley L. Smith, "How 


I Fly at Night," Journal of the Society ofAutomotive 47 Upsner, 206; United States Post Office Department, 

Engineers XIX, no. 3 (September 1926): 229. Annual Report of the Postmaster General of the 


United States for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30,35 "Night Flyers," Clarion Democrat, July 2, 1925, 1; 
1926 (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office,"Airports and Airways--Clarion, Pa.," Aviation XXI, no. 
1926), 26. 6 (August 9, 1926): 263; "Last Saturday evening...," 


Clarion Dem0<rat, February 18, 1926, 5. "'E.H. Shaughnessy, "The United States Air Mail 

Service," Aviation XII, no. 4 (January 23, 1922): 99. 
37 "Airports and Airways-Clarion, Pa.," 263; "New York

Chicago Night Air Mail," Aviation XIX, no. 2 (July 13, 49 Leary, 223-224. 
1925): 40; Smith, "How I Fly at Night," 228-229. "'United States Post Office Department, Annual Report 

38 Smith, "How I Fly at Night," 221-232. of the Postmaster General of the United States for 
the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1927 (Washington, ••"Photos," in Saga of the U.S. Air Mail Service, 1918
D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1927), 22. 1927, ed. Dale Nielson (Miami: Air Mail Pioneers, 


Inc., 1962), 46; A.K. Lobeck, Airways ofAmerica, 51 "Wreckage Found, Believed Cramer's," The 

Guidebod< No. 1, The United Air Unes (New York: The Pittsburgh Press, August 12, 1931, 1. 

Geographical Press, Columbia University, 1933), 39. 
 52 The dedication ceremony is mentioned in "Well

40 Jesse Davidson, "Death of an Airman," in Saga of the Known Announcer to Handle Clarion Race," The 
U.S. Air Mail Service, 1918-1927, ed. Dale Nielson [Franklin] News-Herald, May 13, 1933, 6; and the 
(Miami: Air Mail Pioneers, Inc., 1962), 18-19. field's rededication in "Pioneer Flier Given Honors," 


Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, October 5, 1942, 43, 
41 "ll Planes Join Search for Ames, Lost Flier; 1,000 
included a high tribute to Cramer by Clifford Ball,Men on Foot Explore Pennsylvania Hills," New York 
regional aviation pioneer.Times, October 4, 1925, 29; "New Clue is Found to 


Mi ssing Flier," New York Times, October 5, 1925, 1. 

42 "Troops May Search for Missing Airman," New York 

Times, October 6, 1925, 7; Wunderly, 54. 

W£SHRN PENNSYLVANIA HISTORY I FALL 20 15 59 



BOOK REVIEWS 


Braddock's Defeat: The Battle of the 
Monongahela and the Road to Revolution 
By David Preston 
Oxford University Press, 2015 
Hardback, 480 pp., 

20 illus., $29.95 

Reviewed by Bob Hoover, retired book editor of the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

The name Braddock can be found from 

Northern Virginia to Western Pennsylvania on 

roads, parks, lakes, and communities although 

its namesake, British Gen. Edward Braddock, 

lived only a few months in that region. 

At61 years old, General Braddock arrived 

in America in March 1755as head ofthe largest 

military expedition in the British colonies at 

that time. His mission was to oust the French 

from Fort Duquesne at the confluence of the 

Monongahela and Allegheny Rivers, opening 

the territory for British developers. His 300

mile march from Alexandria, Virginia, to 

what is now Braddock, was a triumph of 

ingenuity and endurance. 

Braddock, however, was dead four 

months later in the woods south ofUniontown, 

his retreating army in tatters. The magnitude 

of his defeat immortalized his name. It was 

a catastrophe for Great Britain, the high tide 

of France's power in North America and a 

respite for American Indians threatened by the 

westward expansion of Europeans. 

While military historian David Preston 

acknowledges the immediate impact of 
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the battle, he argues that the long-term 

effect was to pave the way for the victory of 

Americans over their British rulers 28 years 

later: "Indeed, the memory of Braddock's 

Defeat cast a long shadow, one that stretched 

to include the origin of the American 

Revolution," he writes, "and particularly the 

colonists' decision to take up arms." 

What the result told colonists was that 

the formidable English army could be defeated 

using the tactics ofthe French and their Indian 

allies. The performance of colonial troops at 

Braddock's Defeat- they covered the retreat as 

British fighters fled-added to their confidence. 

Preston's account ofthe fighting on July 9 

draws from a variety ofsources, some cited for 

the first time, and brings the awful nature of 

the battle into sharp focus. Perhaps 300 French 

forces were involved, but the bulk ofattackers 

were Indians from many tribes, nearly 700, 

firing into the column ofBritish troops on both 

flanks. Braddock was wounded, evacuated by 

his aide George Washington. He died four 

days later and was buried in the road so that 

the army's footsteps and wagon teracks would 

hide his grave. Today, his relocated gravesite is 

marked with a memorial on U.S. 40, just north 

of Port Necessity. 

Between 1,200 to 1,400 British and 

colonial soldiers fought that day; Preston 

puts the casualty rate at more than 60 percent 

killed or wounded, many slaughtered as 

they lay helplessly injured. Some wounded 

were stripped, marched to Fort Duquesne, 

tortured, and burned alive. 

While the battle is the centerpiece 

of "Braddock's Defeat," Preston paints a 

full picture of conditions in 1755 North 

America that brings a clear perspective to 

that complicated era which included the 

defeat of France in the New World and the 

American Revolution. 

He also rehabilitates Braddock's 

reputation as dismissive of native help, 

reinforces the stalwart character of 

Washington, and praises Benjamin Franklin 

for his help in bolstering the expedition. 

Braddock's Defeat also tells the French 

side of the story. Experienced military 

officers are credited at last with the strategy 

that defeated a much larger force, an action 

that included a journey from Montreal that 

rivaled Braddock's march in its efforts. 

Preston sought to write a definitive 

history of the seminal 1755 battle of the 

Mon and he succeeded. 

Always a Home Game: Our Journey 
Through Steelers Country in 140 Days 
By Josh Miller and Shawn Allen 
St. Lynn's Press, 2014 
240 pp., illustrations, chart 
$19.74 hardcover 

Reviewed by Carrie Hadley, 
Cataloger forthe Museum Division 

It's an intimidating feeling- it's Sunday 

morning, and you, a loyal Steelers fan, are 

vacationing or living outside ofPittsburgh and 

need a reliable bar to watch the game later. 
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Where do you go? Who can you trust? Will the 

bar have a good selection ofbeer? 

Former Steelers punter Josh Miller and 

his friend Shawn Allen have done the work and 

answered these difficult questions for you. Using 

suggestions made by fans, the duo traveled the 

country for 140 days looking for the best bars to 

watch Steeler games. They bravely took on rival 

towns and city traffic to co-mingle with fans, 

make new friends, and revel in Steelers pride. 

The result is an exhaustive yet entertaining 

travel companion any Steelers fan will enjoy. 

Not only do the authors rate each bar for its 

Pittsburgh and Steelers enthusiasm- Terrible 

Towel decorations, Iron City beer specials, and 

alll - Allen, a craft beer enthusiast and self

proclaimed "hophead," created a scale to rate 

the beer served at each bar as well. 

Filled with funny anecdotes, inspiring 

examples of dedication, and honest evaluation, 

this book is a perfect casual read for any Steelers 

fan, home or away. The chapters are themed as 

cities or NFL markets the men visited, and each 

bar visited in that city has its own sub-section. 

The beginning and end of chapters include 

Allen's "Two Cents" and Miller's "Extra 

Points," or comments that each author wanted 

to make from a personal viewpoint_ 

The hypocycloids (the precise name for 

the "diamonds") from the Steelers logo are 

used to rate each bar (three for "a Steelers bar 

24/7/365," two for "a Steelers bar on Game 

Days" and one for just a "sports bar"). They 

provide contact information for each bar visited 

so thatyou may visit and cheer on your beloved 

team with others in a home away from home. 

There are a couple locations that Allen 

and Miller skim in their explanation, but one 

can assume that long weeks of traveling and 

beer-drinking catches up. Also, whether or not 

they visited on Steelers Game Day surely made 

a difference in their experiences as well. 

More perplexing, especially to this Buffalo 

native, was Miller and Allen's analyses of 

Buffalo, New York. They concluded that since 

Erie, Pa., is technicallypartofthe Bills' franchise 

market, they would not make the drive up 1-90 

to find bars closer to the city. Their trip to Erie 

was successful, and their rationale to stop there 

understandable as their itinerary was nothing 

short of exhausting. But after such a thorough 

treatment from coast to coast, fans would have 

appreciated the extra 90-mile drive to find 

a Steelers bar in the thick of Bills country. In 

fact, a quick internet search found at least one 

Steelers fan club in Rochester, 75 miles beyond 

Buffalo. Additionally, in a city with as much 

dedication to craft breweries as Pittsburgh, I 

doubt Allen would have been left disappointed. 

Perhaps a second edition will bring treasures 

left off the first list. 

Overall, this light-hearted and fun read is a 

must for any Pittsburgh fan looking to do some 

traveling this fall, or even one staying home 

for the season- the authors rated Pittsburgh 

bars as well. Admirably, Miller and Allen will 

donate part ofthe book's earnings to charities 

that help former Steelers players, a wonderful 

illustration of how strong and close knit the 

Steelers community truly is. 

Look for more reviews at www.heinzhistorycenter.org/blog/category/online-book-reviews 

NEW FOR 
SEASON 

The Soldier In 
the Attic 

Four Wheels and 
a Vision: Butler's 
Automotive Inventions 
1905-1941

Book Events 

November 7, 2015 • 11:00 a.m. 


History Center, Museum Shop 


America's Cradle ofQuarterbacks: 

Western Pe11nsylvania's Football Factory 

Reading, discussion, and book signing 


with author Wayne Stewart 


December 3, 2015 • 7:00 p.m. 


History Center, Detre Library & Archives 


Beyond Rust: Metropolitan Pittsburgh 

and the Fate ofIndustrial America 

Reading, discussion, and book signing 

with author Allen Dieterich-Ward 

December 5, 2015 • 1:00 p.m. 


History Center, Museum Shop 


Golden Arms: Six Hall ofFame 

Quarterbacks from Western Pennsylvania 

Book signing with author Jim O'Brien 

All three events are free and open to the 

public but do not include admission to the 

rest ofthe museum. 

For more information, please contact 

Caroline Fitzgerald at ccfitzgerald@ 

heinzhistorycenter.org or 412-454-6373. 
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LEGACIES 

By Elizabeth A. McMullen, Senior Development Associate 

Member Profile: Ann Toth 
Member Since: 2009 

Ann Toth, arms crossed, enjoys the Member Preview Event with 
Debbie Maslch and other members for the we Can Do It! WWII 
exhibit led by Andy Maslch and George c. Marshall (seated). 
Pharo byScott 0i>tz. 

When did you join the History Center? 


After the Penguins won the Stanley Cup, I 


remember standing in a very long line to see it 


at the History Center. There was a shorter line 


for members. I said where do I sign up, became 


a member, and the rest, as they say, is history! It 


was the best investment I could make. 


What is your favorite part of being 


a member? 

I enjoy all the programs that the History Center 


provides, and attending the exhibition preview 


events for members that include a reception 


prior to looking at the newest exhibition. My 


membership also allows me to come back to 


look at an exhibit where there are less people 


so I can really read all the information and take 

my time looking at everything. 


What is your favorite exhibition? 


I enjoy the We Can Do It! exhibition because 


that part ofhistory has always fascinated me. 


What is your favorite program? 


I enjoy attending the Educator workshops as a 


former teacher in the public schools (foreign 


language and history) and as a part-time 


instructor in safety education at U. S. Steel. 


Upon retirement, I hope to return to teaching 


part time. 


Tell us your favorite period ofhistory. 


I like to read about the home front during 

World War II, not only what was happening 


in the war, but how people coped with it and 


how the war affected everything that people 


did. I collect movie memorabilia as well as 

things that relate to the war effort and how 


that affected Hollywood: the movies that were 

made, the publicity, etc. As a way ofpromoting 

patriotism, in July 1942, all the magazine covers 

published had an American flag as the cover. If 

you remember that people bought magazines 

from newsstands back then, think about all the 

magazines displayed for sale with flags on the 
covers. 

I also like to read about the war effort as 

it pertains to the steel industry in our area, as 

I have worked for U. S. Steel for 37 years and 

come from a long line of steelworkers. Most 

people do not remember that the war was 

financed by the people in the sale ofwar bonds. 

Movie stars sold war bonds to an eager nation. 

One ofthe first well-known civilian casualties of 

World War II was the actress Carole Lombard, 

who was killed in a plane crash returning from 

her home state oflndiana on January 16, 1942, 
after selling $2 million worth of war bonds in 

one day. Most people also do not remember the 

local connection to the crash: several soldiers 

from Uniontown were on the flight with her. 

For more information about leaving a 
legacy at the History Center through a bequest, 

commemorative tile, life insurance, or other 

gift please contact Elizabeth McMullen, Senior 

Development Associate at 412-454-6445 or 

eamcmullen@heinzhistorycenter.org G 

62 WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA HISTOU I FALL 2015 

mailto:eamcmullen@heinzhistorycenter.org




INFORMATION 


4 Museums. 2 Magazines. 2 Memberships: 

THOMAS & KATHERJNE DETR£ 

LIBRARYGARCHIVES 
AT THE HISTORY CENTER 

An affiliate of the Smithsonian Institution, the 27 5,000-square-foot Senator John Heinz History Center 

is the largest history museum in Pennsylvania. The six fl oors include the Western Pennsylvania 


Sports Muse um, covering a wide range of interests and events, and the Detre Library & Archives, containing 

700,000 photographs, 40,000 books, and many more maps, records, and archiva l collections. 


1212 SMALLMAN STREET in the Strip District 
Parking lots and meters nearby. 
www.helnzhlstorycenter.org 
(412) 454-6000 

HOURS 
Museum and Shop: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., daily. 

Library & Arch ives: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 

Wednesday th rough Saturday. 

Closed on New Year 's Day, Easter, Thanksgiving, 

and Christmas. 


ADMISSION 
Members Free 

Adults $16.00; Students $6.50 with a school ID; 

Seniors (62+) $14.00; Ages 6-17 $6.50; Retired 

and Active Duty Military $6.50; Age 5 and under Free. 


Admission includes the History Center, the Western 
Pennsylvania Sports Museum, and the Library & 
Arch ives. Admission to only the Library & Archives 
is free for researchers with valid school ID including 

students, teachers, and staff. 

PARKING: 
History Center members show ng a valid membership 
card can park for a $4 flat rate across the street 
from the museum at 12th and Smallman, subject 
to availability. Parking is also available at 13th and 
Smallman, 15th and Smallman, the Convention 
Center Garage, and the Grant Street Transportation 
Center Garages. 

FACILITY 
Members enjoy a 15% discount at 

the Museum Shop. 

Wheelchair accessible. Cafe on site. 

Discovery Place and Kidsburgh for children. 


GROUP SALES 
Discounted rates for group admission, advance booking 
required. Call (412) 454-6304. 

FACILITY RENTAL 
The History Center's distinctive setting, with superb 
dining provided by Common Plea Catering, is the 
perfect place to host your next banquet , party, 
reception, or seminar. Call (412) 454-64 35 for 
information and reservations. 

MEAD8 WCROFT 
ROCKSHELTERAND 

HISTORIC VILLAGE 


AVELLA, WASHINGTON COUNTY, PA 

www.helnzhlstorycenter.orgtmeadowcroft.aspx 


(724) 587-3 412 

Take a step back in time less than an hour 

west of Pittsburgh near West Virginia. 


Meadowcroft contains a 16th-century Indian 

Village, a 19th-century rural village, and the 


16,000-year-old Rockshelter, the oldest 

site of human habitation in North America, and 


now a National Historic Landmark. 


HOURS 

Memorial Day through Labor Day 
Wednesday through Saturday: 12 to 5 p.m. 
Sunday: 1 to 5 p.rn . 

May, Sept, Oct. 
Saturday: 12 to 5 p.m. 
Sunday: 1 to 5 p.m. 

ADMISSION 
Admission includes Rockshelter, Village, 
and Museum 
History Center Members Free 
Adult $12.00; Seniors (62+) $ 11.00; 
Ages 6--17 $6.00; Students $6.00 with a 
school ID; Retired and Act ive Duty Military 
$6.00; Age 5 and under Free. 
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GET BOTH A HISTORY CENTER AND 
A SMITHSONIAN MEMBERSHIP FOR 1 Low Price. 

~ 

~ 

FGRT PITT MUSEUM 


101 COMMONWEALTH PLACE PITTSBURGH, PA 

http://lvWW.helnzhlstorycenter.orgt 


secondary.aspx?ld:296 

(41 2) 281-9285 


Located in Point State Park, this two-floor, 

12,000-square-foot museum in a 


reconstructed bast ion tel Is the story of Western 

Pennsylvania's pivotal role during the 


French & Indian War and the American 

Revo lution, and as the birthplace of Pittsburgh. 


HOURS 


Hours 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., dail y. 

Closed New Year's Day, Easter, Thanksgiving, 

and Christmas. 


ADMISSION 

History Center Members Free 

Adults $7.00; Seniors (62+) $6.00; 

Students $3.50 with a school ID; 

Ages 6- 17 $3.50; 

Age 5 and under Free. 


PARKING 

A variety of parking is available including: 

Sou los Parking Lot 

601 Commonwealth Place 

$13 all day, $5 after 2 p.m., $7 on weekends. 


Join the History Center and you also 
join the Smithsonian for free! 
The Heinz History Center is a proud affiliate of the Smithsonian Institution. 
A one-year membership to the Senator John Heinz History Center includes 
free unlimited admission to the History Center, Sports Museum, Meadowcroft 
Rockshelter and Historic Village, and Fort Pitt Museum as well as our 
quarterly Western Pennsylvania History magazine, invitations to members
only events, and more. You'll also receive a subscription to Smithsonian 
magazine, discounts in select Smithsonian shops and dining facilities, and 
other benefits. Join or renew today! 

D Individual $60 D Grandparents $80 
62 and older pays $57 

o Dual $70 D Family $85 D Contributor $125 

D Mr. & Mrs. D Mr. D Ms. D Dr. 

Visit www.heinzhistorycenter.org for detail s. 

Name 

E-mail Addres.s 

Address 

City 	 State Zip 

Phone Day Evening 

o Check payable to: 
Senator John Heinz History Center By Phone: (412) 454-6436 

By Fax: (412) 454-6031 D Cash D Visa D MasterCard 
In Person: 
At the Admissions Desk at the 
History Center 
By Mail:Signature 
Heinz History Center 
1212 Sm al I man St. 

Card Number 	 Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
Online: www.heinzhistorycenter.org 
Questions: mernbersh ip@heinzhistory

Expiration center.org 

Double your donation! Check with 
your employer about your company's 
match ing gift program. 

Q Smithsonian Affiliations 
Membership Program 
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Turns out the inside of an atom smasher 
is alot like the inside of our skulls, too. 




