
The History Center has in its collection this black velvet fl oor-length evening gown 
possibly owned by our cover subject, actress Lillian Russell, c. 1900. The donor’s 
grandmother, Maria Harrington, traveled on the Lusitania and befriended the famed 
singer/actress who gave her the gown after dinner one evening. 
HHC Collections, gift of Marion Hester, 2007.8.1. Photo by Liz Simpson.
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