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A PITTSBURGH CIVIL RIGHTS STORY
By David S. Rotenstein

Frances Barnes was known as Pittsburgh’s 

“Love Lady” and her husband Roland was 

the University of Pittsburgh’s frst Black full 

professor.1 The couple arrived in Pittsburgh 

on a wave of civil rights protests sweeping 

through the city and nation. Their experiences 

before and after they moved to the city in the 

late 1960s are an important yet little-known 

chapter in Pittsburgh’s civil rights history that 

revolves around housing, employment, and 

education. The Barnes’ story offers a very 

personal perspective on housing discrimination 

and the moment in time when the University of 

Pittsburgh sought to reverse decades of racially 

biased employment, admission, and curriculum 

decisions. This article introduces 21st century 

readers to a couple who devoted their lives to 

education and to civil rights. 

For much of its history, Pittsburgh has 

attracted African Americans looking for 

opportunities denied them in the deep 

South. Whether it was people feeing slavery 

before the Civil War or tenant farmers during 

Reconstruction and afterwards seeking an 

escape from debt peonage and Jim Crow 

terrorism, Pittsburgh’s mills and other 

industries opened up new lives for working 

class Blacks in the late-nineteenth and early-

twentieth centuries. During the civil rights era, 

Pittsburgh offered middle-class Blacks some of 

those same opportunities. 
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& the Professor
The Love Lady 



    

Roland E. Barnes. 
University of Pittsburgh Library  

System, University Archives. 
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In 1961, Roland and Frances Barnes  

signed a contract to buy a home in a new  

subdivision in Montgomery County,  

Maryland, just outside of Washington, D.C. 

When the developer discovered that the  

Barneses were African American, he returned  

their deposit along with a letter cancelling the  

contract. That act triggered a series of events,  

including litigation that went all the way to the  

U.S. Supreme Court, and the ultimate decision  

by the family to leave Maryland for Pittsburgh.  

Roland and Frances Barnes were  

professional educators. Both held doctorates; 

Montgomery County had recruited Roland  

to become the principal of a new elementary 

school and Frances was hired by the school  

system’s central office. Their story from  

more than 50 years ago resonates today as  

the nation continues to struggle against

structural racism, housing discrimination,

and re-segregating schools. 

 

 

The Barnes saga is a common narrative 

found in the histories of cities and suburban 

neighborhoods throughout North America.  

It also is a story of missed opportunities for 

one community and the benefts gained by  

another. Montgomery County’s failure to  

embrace anti-racism and civil rights and  

Pittsburgh’s slow but steady  march  towards  

change set the stage for a pivotal episode in 

both communities’ histories. The Barnes’  

story became part of Pittsburgh’s civil rights 

history when Roland joined the University of 

Pittsburgh’s faculty at a time when Pitt was  

reeling from its own racial unrest. Frances left 

education and became active in civil rights  

and housing issues, making an enduring  

mark across a wide swath of Pittsburgh’s civic 

landscape. 

This article explores the events that led to  

Roland and Frances Barnes moving to Western  

Pennsylvania in 1969 and their subsequent  

lives in Pittsburgh. It draws from research into  

suburban gentrifcation and the erasure of  

Black history. I found references to the Barnes’  

legal case while collecting sources on housing  

discrimination in Montgomery County and  

I followed its threads to Pittsburgh. Pushed  

away from Montgomery County, the story of  

Roland and Frances Barnes offers twenty-frst  

century Pittsburgh residents a new perspective  

into the city’s own history of discrimination  

and reconciliation. 

Northwest Washington, D.C., row where Frances and  
Roland Barnes owned a home, 1955-65. 
Photo by David Rotenstein. 
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Frances and Roland Barnes 
Roland Edward Barnes (1920–1997) was 

born in Lenoir County, North Carolina. His 

father, Roland A. Barnes (1893–1962), was 

a mail clerk who in the 1930s moved the 

family to Washington, D.C. The younger 

Barnes attended District of Columbia public 

schools and in 1941 he graduated from 

Miner Teachers College (later, D.C. Teachers 

College and the University of the District of 

Columbia). In early 1942, Barnes became a 

Second Lieutenant in the U.S. Army and he 

served overseas in Asia. After World War II, he 

returned to Washington and began teaching in 

D.C. public schools. 

Frances Johnson Barnes was born in 

1920 in Culpeper, Virginia, and grew up in 

Washington, D.C. She graduated in 1941 from 

Howard University and became a public-school 

teacher. Roland and Frances had known each 

other since elementary school, their daughter 

Sylvia Craig said in a July 2019 interview. The 

couple clandestinely married in the spring of 

1940 in Arlington, Virginia, while both were still 

undergraduates. The Baltimore Afro-American 

reported on it a year later, in the summer of 

1941, the week after Frances graduated.2 

While Roland was serving in the army, 

Frances enrolled in Columbia University’s 

Teacher’s College. She graduated in 1943 

with a master’s in education and returned to 

Washington to teach Romance Languages at 

Howard University. In the late 1940s, after 

their frst daughter was born, they moved 

to New York City. Roland also enrolled in 

Columbia University and in 1949 earned 

his master’s degree in education. When the 

U.S. entered the Korean War, Roland was 

teaching in a Manhattan elementary school. 

He was recalled to active duty and he served in 

Japan as a chemical school instructor. Before 

shipping out, Roland appeared in a radio game 

show where he won $100.3 Frances returned to 

work in 1951 as a nursery-school teacher. In 

1954, she embarked on a long career in special 

education, frst teaching children with mental 

disabilities in New York City’s public schools. 

The Dream Home Nightmare 
In 1961, Montgomery County completed 

a new elementary school in an expansion 

program designed to complement the 

Southern jurisdiction’s desegregation efforts 

begun after the U.S. Supreme Court in 

1954 decided Brown v. Board of Education. 

The new school was located near Rockville, 

Montgomery County’s seat, and several rural 

unincorporated African American hamlets 

established during Reconstruction and 

the early twentieth century. Montgomery 

County Public Schools hired Roland E. 

Barnes as Travilah Elementary School’s frst 

principal.4 To sweeten the offer, the school 

system hired Frances to work with visually 

handicapped students. 

Roland and Frances Barnes had been 

living in New York City when Montgomery 

County recruited him. Roland had completed 

his education doctorate in 1959 at Columbia 

University, after being awarded a Fellowship 

in Educational Administration. The couple 

taught in the District of Columbia’s public 

schools. Frances taught “atypical children” in 

the District’s high schools and helped develop 

curricula for secondary education. Roland 

taught elementary and junior high school 

students and he served as a science consultant 

to school staff. While Roland was completing 

his doctorate, Frances was one of the frst 

recipients of a fellowship created under a 

1958 federal law intended to expand training 

programs for teachers of “mentally retarded 

children.”5 During their brief return to New 

York City for Roland’s doctoral studies, he 

worked as a teaching assistant and Frances 

taught in the public schools. 

Deed with racial covenants transferring ownership of Washington property to Roland and  
Frances Barnes, 1955. 
D.C. Recorder of Deeds. 
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Frances and Roland were intimate with  

discriminatory housing. The first home  

that they owned in Washington included a  

racially restrictive deed covenant: “Said land  

and premises shall not be leased, rented, sold,  

transferred or conveyed unto or in trust for  

any negro or colored person or person of negro  

blood or extraction.”6 Though unenforceable  

in the courts since 1948, the covenant in  

the 1955 deed to their home was a constant  

reminder of Reconstruction’s unfulfilled  

promise to provide African Americans equal  

protections and rights under the law. 

The Barnes home was more than 20 miles  

away from the couple’s new Montgomery  

County jobs and each workday required a 

44-mile roundtrip commute. Weary of the daily  

drive, in October 1961, Roland and Frances  

visited a new subdivision, fashionably named  

“Georgetown Hill.” They made an offer to buy  

a new tract home that was under construction.  

They signed a contract with the developer’s  

agent to buy the house and left a $1,000 deposit:  

$200 in cash and a note for $800.  

The developers subsequently discovered 

that the Barneses were Black. “Two days  

later the deposit was returned by the realtor  

with a notation that ‘this deal cannot be  

consummated at this time,’” the couple  

testifed in the lawsuit that followed. The  

Chicago Defender effectively summarized  

the situation, “In school-conscious  

Montgomery County, principals are usually  

considered highly desirable neighbors, but  

Barnes is a Negro.”7 

After three years and appeals that went to  

the U.S. Supreme Court, Roland and Frances  

Barnes lost their case and it became a forgotten  

footnote in American housing history despite  

being the frst complaint fled under a new  

executive order issued by President John F.  

Kennedy prohibiting housing discrimination.8 

The Barnes case exposed the obstacles  

to fnding housing many middle-class Blacks  

faced during Jim Crow and the civil rights era  

(and continue to experience). The barriers  

to housing for African Americans willing  

and able to buy homes in cities and suburbs  

remained high, despite a series of Supreme  

Court decisions starting with the 1916  

Buchanan v. Warley decision ruling racial  

zoning unconstitutional to the 1948 Shelley v.  

Kraemer case invalidating racially restrictive  

deed covenants like the one attached to their  

Washington home.9 

Redlining, steering, and exclusionary  

amenities (e.g., memberships to private clubs)  

all contributed to maintaining segregated  

housing in the 1950s and ’60s. States and  

counties began passing open housing  

laws during this period. The Fair Housing  

Act of 1968 worked in concert with these  

more localized efforts driven by antiracism  

advocates to create more suburban housing  

opportunities for African Americans.10 Yet,  

America’s suburbs fercely resisted integration.11 

Montgomery County, Md., suburban home  
that Roland and Frances tried to buy in  
1961. 
Photo by David Rotenstein. 
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ABOVE: Washington Post, 
October 26, 1962. 
Proquest. 

RIGHT: Barnes v. Sind 
petition, U.S. Supreme 
Court denial, 1965. 
National Archives, Records of the Supreme 

Court of the United States. 
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The demographers Eunice and George 

Grier in the 1960s and ’70s produced several 

comprehensive studies of housing and race. 

Based in Montgomery County, they regularly 

consulted for federal agencies and local 

planning departments. Their studies of African 

American suburbanization in Montgomery 

and neighboring Prince George’s counties 

revealed the earliest in-depth profles of well-

educated middle-class Blacks seeking and 

fnding suburban homes. Their work built 

on decades of research, including a 1958 

study they completed for the New York State 

Commission Against Discrimination. The 

Griers explored the housing ecosystem created 

by large corporations hiring well-educated 

African Americans who then experienced 

diffculties fnding homes in the communities 

where they were recruited despite a 1945 

state law barring discrimination. The Grier’s 

45-person sample included architects, dentists, 

teachers, and engineers—essentially, Frances 

and Roland Barnes’s peers. 

Most of the people in the Grier sample 

had moved to upstate New York because of job 

opportunities. The Griers documented people 

who experienced diffculties fnding housing 

they wanted and many found themselves 

steered towards cramped, Black-segregated 

areas and the Griers enumerated the costs 

to the homeseekers and to the communities. 

Salient to the Barnes case in Montgomery 

County, the Griers wrote, 
Several respondents, occupying 
positions for which there is a critical 
shortage of trained personnel, said they 
intended to leave as soon as they could 
line up jobs elsewhere. Important to the 
community and the employer, as well 
as to the individual worker, was the 
reduction in on-the-job efficiency 
during the search for housing.12 

27 

As the Barnes litigation worked its way  

through the courts, Roland and Frances  

took a leave of absence from Montgomery  

County  Public  Schools.  From  July  1963  to  

July 1965, Roland was part of a Columbia  

University teaching team based in Kabul,  

Afghanistan.13 The couple returned to the 

United States and Montgomery County  

where they bought a home in Kensington.  

Roland became the director of staff  

development for Montgomery County  

Public Schools. A short biography explained,  

“In this position he helped to implement one  

of the frst university-school system student  

teaching centers in the East and originated a  

TV program for orientation of new student  

teacher supervisors.”14 

Roland left Montgomery County  

Public Schools permanently a year later  

when he accepted a job with the U.S. Agency  

https://housing.12


In January 1969, the University of Pittsburgh’s Black Action Society occupied the school’s Computer Center.  
The protest to force action on demands for more Black faculty and students and curriculum changes led to  
Pitt hiring Dr. Roland Barnes. This collage appeared in the Black student publication, As-Salaam-Alaikum. 
University of Pittsburgh Library System, University Archives. 

for International Development. He and

Frances traveled to Quito, Ecuador, where  

he worked frst as an education development 

offcer and then as the USAID Ecuador’s  

Human Resources Division Director. That  

was the position that he held when Pitt 

recruited him in July 1969. Neither Roland  

nor Frances appear to have left any accounts 

detailing why they left Montgomery County, 

though their experience with the lawsuit and 

the county’s vigorous embrace of Jim Crow  

likely were major factors. As late as 1968,  

for example, residents of the county’s most  

dense suburb, Silver Spring, touted its appeal 

to people moving there from neighboring  

Washington: “They love it because Negroes, 

so far, have been safely left behind at the  

District line. Virtually everybody says so, one 

way or another.”15 

 

 

Protest-Era Pittsburgh 
African American history in Pittsburgh runs  

deep. Its stories are found in the steel mills,  

railroads, and construction crews that built the  

city. Economic opportunities and the desire 

to escape Jim Crow’s terrorism in the South  

brought several waves of Blacks to Pittsburgh  

between the first decade of the twentieth  

century and the Cold War. Some of these  

migrants found work alongside immigrants  

from Eastern and Southern Europe;

others became entrepreneurs in segregated  

Pittsburgh, or they ended up living off the  

books, unemployed or making money in an  

informal economy that included numbers  

gambling, bootlegging, and music.16 

 

Pittsburgh didn’t escape the racial unrest  

that swept through American cities during  

the civil rights era. Dr. Martin Luther King’s  

assassination on April 4, 1968, unleashed  

the city’s African Americans’ pent up anger  

over segregation. The assassination provided  

Pittsburgh Blacks with a catalyst to resist racism  

in housing, employment, and education.  

Violent demonstrations in the Hill District,  

North Side, and Homewood neighborhoods  

began April 5 and lasted almost a week. Though  

Pittsburgh became a data point in historians’  

analysis of the events of 1968 in such cities as  

Washington, Newark, and Detroit, locally the  

unrest accelerated some civil rights advances  

while further damaging race relations in a  

region struggling with deindustrialization.17 

Nationally, a century-long campaign  

by the NAACP to eradicate segregation had  

three prongs: housing, education, and public  

accommodations. Brown v. Board of Education   

in 1954 ended legal segregation in schools;  
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Shelley v. Kraemer made racially restrictive deed 

covenants unenforceable in the courts; and, 

states and local jurisdictions had begun passing 

laws prohibiting discrimination in businesses 

on the basis of race. Congress in 1964, 1965, 

and 1968 passed laws protecting voting rights, 

housing, and civil rights generally. Pittsburgh 

already had on its books laws prohibiting 

housing discrimination (1958), employment 

(1953) and public accommodations 

(Pennsylvania Equal Rights Law of 1935). 

Despite these small advances, segregation in 

Pittsburgh persisted.18 

Pittsburgh likewise contributed an 

important chapter in housing history and 

civil rights. In 1967, African American realtor 

Robert M. Lavelle sued the Greater Pittsburgh 

Multilist, Inc. The licensed realtor claimed that 

he was denied membership and access to its 

metropolitan listing services solely on the basis 

of race. Lavelle, backed by the NAACP and 

the Urban League of Greater Pittsburgh, won 

his case on appeal. The case opened up large 

areas of metropolitan Pittsburgh to aspiring 

middle-class Black homeowners like Frances 

and Roland Barnes.19 

Also in the 1960s, the Pitt campus was 

a microcosm of race relations nationally and 

locally.20 Roland Barnes arrived at Pitt under 

circumstances similar to those that brought 

him to Montgomery County: An educational 

institution was struggling to shed segregation. 

Pitt’s desegregation efforts came to a head in 

early 1969 when the university’s Black Action 

Society, founded a year earlier, occupied Pitt’s 

computer center, an overlooked but pivotal 

moment in the city’s history. 

More than 40 students staged a sit-in 

in the eighth-foor Cathedral of Learning 

facility and they delivered a list of demands 

to chancellor Wesley Posvar that included 

recruiting more Black students and faculty.21 

Posvar accepted most of the demands and 

embarked on a nationally recognized program 

to dismantle racism in the university. With 

regard to recruiting additional Black faculty 

members, Education School Dean Paul 

Masoner sent Posvar a memo dated March 12, 

1969, outlining that school’s efforts to resolve 

what Masoner described as “problems of racial 

and social injustice.” Masoner outlined 11 

recommendations, including “That a vigorous 

program for the recruitment of black faculty 

members and that in addition a plan for 

recruitment and training of promising black 

faculty members be established in order to 

overcome the present serious shortage.”22 

The line connecting the Black Action 

Society’s resistance movement and Barnes’s 

hiring is crystal clear. On March 31, 1969, 

The 1969 Black Action Society protests at the University of 
Pittsburgh were part of a nationwide movement of campus civil 
rights actions. The protests resulted in enduring changes at Pitt 
and they benefted Pittsburgh’s neighborhoods through anti-poverty 
and education programs created in their wake. 
University of Pittsburgh Library System, University Archives. 

https://faculty.21
https://locally.20
https://Barnes.19
https://persisted.18


Posvar released a memorandum to all of the  

school’s deans, campus presidents, directors,  

and department chairmen. Its subject heading:  

Racial Injustice. “If we are to meet our  

commitment, we must be willing to experiment  

boldly, to face frustrations cheerfully, and to  

expend our resources without clear assurance  

of an adequate return,” Posvar wrote.23 

 

The risky investment Posvar was  

introducing was Pitt’s plan to recruit highly 

qualifed Black faculty—a class of educators 

in short demand in the United States. Posvar  

applied basic economics in his appeal to Pitt’s  

leadership to recruit African American PhDs:  

“I have suggested previously that in our efforts  

to add black persons to our faculty we should  

be willing to pay higher salaries than we would  

pay to white persons of similar qualifcations.”  

Posvar added, “Those higher salaries may be  

necessary simply because there are few such  

individuals available.”24 

Dr. and Dr. Barnes Arrive
in Pittsburgh 

 

Roland E. Barnes became one of the returns  

achieved through Posvar’s response to the  

Black Action Society. Though Barnes’s salary  

remains unknown, his July 1969 hiring as a  

professor in Pitt’s School of Education made  

him the university’s frst Black full professor.25  

New Pittsburgh Courier columnist Hazel  

Garland connected Posvar’s 1969 integration  

initiatives to Barnes’s recruitment. Garland  

contextualized Pitt’s (and Carnegie-Mellon  

University’s) integration efforts with those of  

major corporations headquartered in the city:  

“In order to get the kind of people needed,  

the schools recruited Blacks from all over the  

country. In that group were Dr. Roland Barnes  

and his wife, Dr. Frances Barnes.”26 

Though Pitt recruited Barnes in 1969, he  

and Frances kept their Montgomery County  

home for another two years before buying a  

stylish brick double house in Point Breeze near  

Mellon Park. For the couple’s frst years in  

Pittsburgh, they rented apartments in Oakland  

and Shadyside.27 Nearby Point Breeze, along  

with Bloomfield, Homewood, and Penn  

Hills, was one of the neighborhoods where  

middle-class Blacks were able to buy homes 

in transactions brokered by African American  

realtors in the wake of the landmark 1967  

Multilist case.28 

The Pittsburgh move wasn’t conflict-

free. The couple’s attempt to buy their home  

in 1974 was a painful reminder of their  

experience a decade earlier in Maryland and  

it included racist resistance from their new  

neighbors. Frances recalled in an undated  

manuscript, “When it was learned that a Black  

couple was negotiating to buy a house in ‘their  

neighborhood,’” she wrote, “a petition was  

circulated for signatures to pressure the seller  

not to go through with the deal.” Frances  

added, “It is the house where I now live.”29 

Roland began teaching classes in  

educational leadership and community  

relations. He also joined Pitt’s University Task  

Force in Education for the Pittsburgh Model  

Cities Program. Pittsburgh was one of 75 cities  

nationwide that in 1967 and 1968 received  

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban  

Development funds to redevelop distressed  

urban neighborhoods in a holistic program  

that included housing and social services,  

including education and healthcare.30 During  

his frst years at Pitt, Barnes also worked as a  

consultant to the Pittsburgh and the Ashtabula  

County, Ohio, school systems.31 

As a Pitt faculty member, Roland Barnes  

taught graduate students and focused most  

of his professional energies on consulting  

work done through the university’s School of  

Education. Despite his frontline experience in  
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Pittsburgh home bought by the 
Barnes couple in 1971. 
Photo by David Rotenstein. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

civil rights issues, Barnes left a small academic 

footprint during his years at Pitt and there is 

no evidence that he engaged with Pitt’s Black 

Action Society as an advisor, sponsor, or 

speaker at any of the organization’s events.32 

In 1971, Pitt established a new unit in 

its education school: The Center on School 

Desegregation and Confict. According to its 

initial grant application, the center’s focus 

was to provide technical assistance to school 

systems struggling to desegregate and the tools 

available to improve community relations 

and resolve conficts. Barnes was named a 

co-director, along with Dr. James E. Mauch. 

Paul Masoner, the Education School dean, 

described the two men as “persons who we 

know can deal with such problems with 

confdence and sensitiveness.”33 Fresh from 

his personal legal battle over housing in rigidly 

segregated Montgomery County and as an 

actor in desegregation efforts in public schools 

and higher education, Barnes was uniquely 

qualifed for the new position. 

The center’s initial scope was limited to 

Pennsylvania; within a decade it was working 

with school systems throughout the Mid-

Atlantic. It was one of 19 similar programs 

throughout the United States. “Our center is 

unique in that part of the program is aimed at 

the dimension of confict,” Barnes was quoted 

in the center’s frst newsletter published in 

1972.34 He went on to author several articles 

on school administration and conflict 

resolution, and also wrote a booklet published 

in 1974 by Pitt titled, Understanding the 

Nature of Confict: A Neglected dimension 

in Educational Administration. Barnes 

remained at the center until his retirement 

from the university in 1983. 

During her early years in Pittsburgh, 

Frances Barnes worked as a curriculum 

consultant for Pittsburgh’s school system. She 

had just received her Columbia University 

education doctorate when the couple moved 

to Pittsburgh. By January 1970, she was 

working with administrators on special 

education programs on integrating students 

with disabilities. Working with visually 

impaired students in Pittsburgh’s schools, she 

was able to resume what she had done with 

Montgomery County’s students a decade 

earlier.35 Frances became active in civic 

affairs and the arts. She compiled two books, 

collections of essays and poetry. She also 

wrote for the Pittsburgh Homewood-Brushton 

News and Shoppers Guide, a Black-owned 

newspaper published in the 1970s and ’80s. 

Frances also was a featured speaker at events 

throughout the city. Though she never joined 

her husband on Pitt’s facility, Frances did 

become the frst African American to become 

president of the University of Pittsburgh 

Women’s Association.36 

In 1980 Governor Richard Thornburgh 

nominated Frances Barnes as one of the 

first two citizen “consumer” members of 

the Pennsylvania Real Estate Commission. 

Established in 1929 to regulate the real 

estate industry and protect consumers, the 

Pennsylvania Legislature had repealed the old 

law and passed a new one reconstituting the 

oversight commission, which had previously 

been accused of being a captive regulator 

(e.g., controlled by the industry it regulated), 

to include public or consumer members who 

did not hold real estate licenses.37 

Frances Barnes served two fve-year terms 

and part of a third; she eventually chaired 

its education committee. In April 1987, 

during the National Association of Realtors 

observation of “Realty Week,” Barnes received 

several honors, including a resolution from the 

United Way of Allegheny County recognizing 

Barnes as a pathbreaker in her advocacy for 

“adequate housing for the disadvantaged 

black people in our community.” Mayor 

Richard Caligiuri declared April 22, 1987 as 

“Dr. Frances Johnson Barnes Day” and it was 

celebrated with an honorary luncheon at the 

Top of the Triangle restaurant in the U.S. Steel 

Building (now UPMC).38 

Barnes also served on Pittsburgh’s 

Commission on Human Relations and was 

on the board of directors for the United Way 

of Allegheny County. In the 1990s, Barnes 

joined the Action Housing—Pittsburgh’s 

board of directors and she served as the 

nonprofit’s assistant treasurer and vice 

president. Frances described herself as a 

“professional volunteer” in a 1997 interview 

with Post-Gazette reporter Monica Haynes.39 

Frances Barnes in 
the Press, August 
31, 1988. 

https://Haynes.39
https://UPMC).38
https://licenses.37
https://Association.36
https://earlier.35
https://events.32


Frances became known as the “love  

lady” because of her many media appearances  

promoting her two books on love among  

Black women and men. She frequently told  

reporters the story of a young girl who saw  

Barnes on television: “Mommy! Mommy!  

There’s the Love Lady,” Barnes recalled. “Now  

everybody calls me ‘The Love Lady.’”40  Post-

Gazette  reporter Haynes  wrote in 1997,  “She  

treasures that moment along with the time  

that then-mayor Richard Caliguiri declared it  

Frances Barnes Day.”41 

Her two edited volumes inspired a 1988  

play, Still I Rise, produced by Pitt’s Black Action  

Society.42 Though love was her public message,  

Frances continued to struggle with racism and  

confict in her personal life. In 1981, she and  

Roland divorced. In 1987, Frances alleged that  

the chairman of the Pennsylvania Real Estate  

Commission had removed her as the education  

committee chair; she resigned in 1992 before  

her term ended.43 Her tenure on the Pittsburgh  

Commission on Human Relations was likewise  

cut short in 2004 after she accused commission  

leadership of bias and fraud.44  

Frances J. Barnes, Action-Housing Pittsburgh  
Annual Report, 1998-99. 
HHC Detre L&A, Action-Housing Inc., 1997-0542. 

A Legacy as Pittsburgh 
Pathbreakers 
Frances remained in the Point Breeze home  

until 2016 when she moved to an assisted care  

facility. After his retirement from Pitt, Roland  

moved back to his native North Carolina.  

He died in Raleigh in 1997 and was buried  

in Arlington National Cemetery.45 Daughter  

Sylvia was already grown and attending  

college when Roland and Frances moved to 

Pittsburgh.  She  moved  back  to  Montgomery  

County 10 years ago after moving away in  

1964  for  college and living elsewhere. The  

couple’s other daughter was a teenager in 1969.  

She attended the University of Pittsburgh and  

she still lives in the Pittsburgh area.46 

Roland and Frances Barnes’s story reveals  

a personal side to the struggles that educational  

systems and the Black middle class faced during  

the civil rights era. It underscores the costs  

that some communities (e.g., Montgomery  

County, Maryland) paid when talented African  

Americans were discouraged from making  

their homes there and the benefts accrued to  

others (e.g., Pittsburgh) where good homes  

and good jobs were found. They were denied  

housing in the Washington suburbs and some  

of their new Pittsburgh neighbors didn’t want  

them there in the early 1970s. It wasn’t because  

of their middle-class incomes, their graduate  

educations, or their prestigious jobs. “It was  

a matter of the color of our skin!,” Frances  

Barnes recalled.47 

The Barnes’ story also adds new  

dimensions to the role that Black activism  

played in transforming the University of  

Pittsburgh from a segregated school into an  

institution with a legendary Black Studies  

Program and diverse student body with  

teachers drawn from a wide array of ethnic  

and racial backgrounds. Roland Barnes’s  

recruitment and his contributions to Pitt’s  

work beyond the classroom during his time 

there enhance the generalized narratives  

documenting how visionary Pitt chancellor  

Wesley Posvar’s approach to resolving  

campus conflict contributed to making  

Pittsburgh a more inclusive and culturally  

enriched city during the last decades of the  

twentieth century. 

I am grateful for the generous assistance I  

received from Sylvia Craig, Roland and Frances  

Barnes’s oldest daughter. The staff at the  

University of Pittsburgh’s University Archives  

assisted in locating records related to Roland  

Barnes and his tenure with the school as well  

as records related to the civil rights movement  

that led to the university hiring Barnes in 1969.  

I accept full responsibility, however, for any   

errors and omissions contained in this article. 

David S. Rotenstein is a Pittsburgh public historian  

and folklorist who writes about gentrifcation and  

African American history. Dr. Rotenstein previously   

has written about Pittsburgh’s livestock and  

leather industries and he is researching the  

history of numbers gambling in the city.  

Dr. Rotenstein teaches in Goucher College’s 

graduate historic preservation program. 
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